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EDITOR'S 

NOTE 


I may be a playboy but I still get 
giddy and excited about the 
Holidays. Just between us, I 
honestly hate to admit it, but I 
feel like a child whenever I hear 
those Christmas songs and see those bright 
lights in the streets. I’m sure a lot of us feel 
the same way. Though the traffic can get 
really annoying, it is not enough to ruin 
my holiday spirit. I blame it on my elders 
who had successfully influenced me since 
my younger days to feel the holiday cheer. 
But who cares anyway? This is the best and 
probably the most accepted time to have 
fun and get smashed. The endless booze, 
the parties and the ladies in it, the music 
and the good times, what more could 
anyone ask for? 

This time of year is all about pleasures. 
And what better way to contribute to this 
gratifying moment than to provide you 
with an issue that will kick your senses to 
a whole new world of amusement. 

Starting off is the woman who graces 
our cover this month, the drop-dead 
gorgeous Gaby Ramirez. You’ve all been 
asking for someone who will fulfill your 
fantasies and since you’ve all been so 
nice this year, we’ll play Santa Claus and 
give you what you’re asking for. Since 
we mentioned the big guy in the red suit, 
we’re also taking a look at his origins as 
well as the origins of many of our other 
Christmas traditions. This might prove 
useful in impressing those hot ladies in 


one of your Christmas parties. Send me a 
thank you note if you were successful. 

Moreover, we’ve got the usual mix of 
lovely ladies begging to contribute to your 
manjoyment these holidays: Playmate 
Esjhae Red, Asian Beauty Ayaka Kadowaki 
and International Woman Mei Ling 
Lam. I’m sure their exotic names pique 
your interest, and I am telling you that 
their respective spreads will definitely not 
disappoint 

To give you more reasons for satisfying 
your indulgences this season, we give you 
ten secrets to ideal sex. The things you are 
probably taking for granted during the 
deed might just be your saving grace. 

If you’re still not buying into the 
holiday spirit, we have a special gift. Some 
of our dear Playmates from 2010 and 
2011 are posing for you this month too. 
You might change your mind after seeing 
their spread. And no, we are not going to 
judge you for that. 

It has been a great year for PLAYBOY 
Philippines. It has been a year of risky 
rides but it has definitely been worth it. 

We cannot thank you enough for sticking 
with us and standing by whatever we do. 

This might be the end of 2011 for all 
us but it definitely is a good way to start a 
new beginning. We will see you again in 
January 2012 as we bring you the best in 
men’s entertainment. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
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Z2 IDEAL SEX: WAS IT GOOD FOR YOU, TOO, 

^ HONEY? 

BY ANA SANTOS 

So apparently, it's neither about the size nor about how you use it. Ana Santos gives 
us the skinny on what really makes for ideal sex. 

C2 NOT QUITE THE END OF THE WORLD 

BY VOLTAIRE LOZADA 

201 1 has been quite an interesting year. Voltaire Lozada runs down some of 
the biggest events that happened over the past 1 2 months. 

01 WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO, AND HOW 

y THEY ALL STARTED ? 

BY JOHN PAUL LACAP 

PLAYBOY takes a look at some of the more ubiquitous practices and symbols that we 
use during the Holiday season. 


ULTIMATE HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE 

Stumped about what to give your loved ones this Christmas? Here are some 
interesting gift ideas from PLAYBOY. 


122 PLAYMATE OF THE YEAR: sky aisuru 

YAGI OLAGUERA 

Since she was probably the most ubiquitous amongst all of the Playmates over 
the past year, it probably came as no surprise that Sky Aisuru won this year's 
Playmate of the Year. Find out more about why she was chosen. 


FASHION, GROOMING & STYLE 


lie GUIDE TO PROPER SHAVING 
J BY RAPHAEL SORIANO 

Shaving might sound like the simplest of tasks but you might not actually be 
doing it right. Raphael Soriano helps you with one of the most essential parts 
of male grooming. 

1 AQ COOL AND COLLECTED 

X vro STEPHANIE DELA TORRE 

Pull of a cooler and more suave look with the help of this month's fashion 
editorial. 
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1 Q CHRISTMAS 2011 OUR OPTIMISM ISN’T HOLLOW 

BY MARAH RUIZ 

Marah Ruiz talks about the Filipino penchant for optimism during the holiday season and 
answers the question on whether or not this is a good thing. 
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PLAYBOY INTERVIEW 


7Q JAMES FRANCO 

7 V STEPHEN REBELLO 

The actor opens up about the Oscars, his penchant for extreme multitasking and 
speculation about his sexuality in a candid conversation with STEPHEN REBELLO. 


PICTORIAL 


2 2 INTERNATIONAL WOMAN OF THE 
MONTH: MEI-LING LAM 

Asian knockout Miss June is a glorious combination of beauty pageant veteran 
and Boston Celtics superfan. 


1 04 20 QUESTIONS - GORDON RAMSAY 

INTERVIEW BY DAVID HOCHMAN 

In a candid conversation with DAVID HOCHAAAN the expletive-prone chef dishes 
about things he hates, including fat chefs, dinner parties and shark fin soup. 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE 


m QUICK AND EASY HOLIDAY RECIPES 
BY CHEF RUDOLF RANADA 

Here are a couple of quick and easy holiday recipes that you can cook up for those 
holiday emergencies. 


FICTION 


ROMANCE 

BY CHUCK PALAHNIUK 


Sometimes the schlump gets the girl—the really hot girl. What would he 
sacrifice to keep her? 


COVER STORY: GABY RAMIREZ 

We know cosplay is for geeks but there's absolutely nothing geeky about 
Gaby Ramirez's rendition of Wonder Woman. 

CC PLAYMATE OF THE MONTH 

J ESJHAE RED 

This month's playmate is the tall, hot-blooded Cavitena with legs that go on 
forever. Esjhae Red is definitely a playmate that you should watch out for. 


76 


ASIAN BEAUTY OF THE MONTH 
AYAKA KADOWAKI 

A name like Ayaka Kadowaki conjures up images of the Oritental exotic. 
This month's Asian Beauty definitely lives up to the sultry images that her 
name suggests. 



WOMEN IN FOCUS 
CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAY WITH 
THE PLAYMATES 

It seems like none of our Playmates are getting gifts from Santa Claus this 
year. Find out the things that they have planned for the Holidays that caused 
them to end up on Santa's naughty list. 
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1. Arnel Aquitania is the author 
of three books, most recently To Kill An 
Angry Bird, which is now available in 
bookstores everywhere. He has a slow 
first step and is turnover prone. He 
needs to quit basketball altogether. 

"What I love most about the holidays is 
waiting in vain for Santa's present." 


2. Christelle Belmonte started 
writing songs at age 9, short stories 
at 11, love poems at 15 and then 
became a campus journalist in 
college. She was a copywriter for 
an ad agency in Ayala, a promo 
and PR writer for a TV Network in 
QC and is now back to freelance 
writing. But she still believes her 
passion isn't in writing. 

"The number one reason I love 
this season is that it reminds you 
of whot's really important in life 
- friends, family and God. The 
weather; the Christmas carolsthe 
food and the gifts are runners-up." 


3. Rudolf Voltaire Lozada 

Wannabe writer who just got out of a 
quarter-life crisis. An avid sports fan who 
still dreams he'd be able to wear one of 
those fancy headsets and cover sporting 
events. 

"What I love most about the Holidays 
is the light traffic because students don't 
have classes. And since I don't usually 
shop for clothes, this is my annual 
wardrobe update." 


PLAYBILL 



4. Sarie Cruz is currently living the 
freelance life and spends most of her 
time finding things to do to with it. She 
busies herself with contributing to various 
publications, shooting viral videos for 
the web and taking a whole bunch of 
photos. Her latest passion project is 
Display, a web series that chronicles 
exhibits and whatever else occupies 
the Manila art scene. See her stuff on 
sariecruz.com. 

"I was never one who fully enjoyed the 
holiday festivities but I guess, the best 
thing about Christmas is having a huge 
lechon for dinner. The satisfaction gained 
from picking on the mouthwatering crisp 
skin is priceless." 


5. Marah S.D. Ruiz is currently 
thinking of what to get her dogs for 
Christmas. You can give her suggestions 
at ruiz.marah@gmail.com. 

"The best things during the holidays are 
the red-and-green cocktails, Christmas 
cookies, and spending time with family." 

6. John Paul Lacap looks his best 
in the evening and worst on mornings. 
This fits perfectly well with his unforeseen 
lifestyle which starts at midday. He 
doesn't own a planner; the past few 
years have made him realize that his life 
is a little too spontaneous and random 
to actually plan things. His dream job is 
to be a roller coaster designer. 

"The best thing about the holidays is 
the jovial mood that everyone seems to 
generate. Whether it's generated by the 
cool weather, the decorations, or the 
overall camaraderie , everyone seems to 
be feeling good during Christmas time!" 
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)j DEAR PLAYBOY 


Dear PLAYBOY, 

Nice work on the October issue!! I wonder how far RR Enriquez will go for 
November? Can't wait! Hope you feature Arianny Celeste's shoot she is 
part Filipina after all. 

Angelo Ruiz via Facebook 

Thanks for the praise on the October issue. That was a very enjoyable issue 
to put together. Hope you were happy with RR's shoot last month. Not all of 
our celebrities are willing to go all the way but we make sure that we make 
up for it with the rest of our shoots. RR's shoot was still pretty sexy though 
wasn't it? Arianny Celeste's a good suggestion. I guess a quarter still counts 
as Filipina blood. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I may be a woman and a mother of five kids but I still do appreciate female 
beauty and sexiness. I believe there are five issues October that I can buy 
and collect. And my wish? For Rock the Rabbit to be able to perform here in 
Davao City. I'm sure there are a lot of Dabawenos here who will appreciate 
the concert. I'll surely be one of the fans to watch. Early Christmas wish? 
Please? 

Ria P. Jacinto via Facebook 

Nice to hear from you Ria. We always love to hear from our female readers. 
Hope you were able to find all five of the covers! As for your wish to have 
Rock the Rabbit visit Davao City, we'll definitely take it into consideration. If 
there's enough clamor from your part of the Philippines then I can't see why 
we can't bring it there. Tell your friends to write too. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I like that Playboy also helps me with the way I dress up. I hope you would 
continue doing the Fashion Editorial. 

Ben Reyes via Facebook 

It's our aim to be the only men's magazine that you'll ever need! Tell us more 
about what you'd like to see in the magazine. We'd love to hear from you. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

Astig yung September isssue ng PLAYBOY. Long live the Ozzy Osbourne ng 
Pinas, PEPE SMITH. Lupet mo idol ROCK N' ROLL! 

Vincent Porteria via Facebook 

It's really good to hear from another fan of Pepe Smith. Never heard anyone 
refer to him as the Ozzy Osbourne of the the Philippines before but I guess 
that they do have similarities with each other. Aside from our annual, Rock 
the Rabbit issue, we aren't really a music magazine but we do hope that you 
love the magazine enough even if we don't have rock stars on the cover. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I believe Carlene Benin showed and projected what a PLAYBOY playmate 
should be. She is hands down the most beautiful in the September issue. The 
first time I saw her early this year in Dolce, she was simply STUNNING! 
Good luck and congratulations to CarlenelCongratulations too to PLAYBOY 
Philippines for captivating the beauty of today's modern and free Filipina in 
Carlene. 

Arnold Bartolome via Facebook 

Thanks for the praise Arnold, we really do appreciate it. We do share your 
high opinions of Carlene and we will make sure that it gets to her. 



Dear PLAYBOY, 

Damn!!! I just bought my 1 st cOpy! I didnt even knOw bOut playbOy phil. Til 
nOw! Aarrggghhh.. R der back ixus? Wata regret!!! NOw der's a REAL men's 
mag in d country! ROck on\,„/ [sic], 

Naz Manlincon via Facebook 

Thanks for writing Naz, we had such a fun time reading your message that 
we printed it verbatim. It's good to know that you finally found out about 
PLAYBOY Philippines. We've been around for three years and we're still 
expanding our readership! You should contact our office regarding back 
issues. You can find the contact details on one of the first few pages of the 
magazine. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

Karina Flores is so hot that it burned my hands... Request. Can you feature 
girls from PLAYBOY Germany, South Africa, Greece and USA especially 
Arianny Celeste and can you cover Kim Lee? Thanks. 

Shinonsouke Sumeragi via Facebook 

It's good to know that you loved that Karina Flores shoot. We obviously 
loved it enough to put it on our cover too. We're going to see what we 
can do about all of the countries that you requested. There's just so many 
countries that have PLAYBOY so it gets difficult for us to choose who to 
feature. You guys really love Arianny Celeste don't you? We'll definitely 
keep that in mind. 










“It's a formal affair but not that formal.. 








The PLAYLIST offers what every PLAYBOY reader wants- 
relevant reviews and informative lifestyle news. You, as 
a PLAYBOY reader, need to know stuff. And we are here 
to give you what you need. 


GADGETS 


PENTAXQ 

The Pentax Q is the smallest and lightest interchangeable lens camera 
in existence. That and the brand’s awesome throwback appeal should be 
enough to make you want to get this camera. In spite of its small size and 
old-school looks it’s still packed with loads of modern features. It has a huge 
12.4 megapixel CMOS sensor and all your traditional DSLR shooting modes. 
It has HDR capability and can shoot 1080p resolution videos at 30 frames 
per second. (Yagi Olaguerra ) 



GARMIN "A 

i\3 A \i 


11 22.8“ 
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GARMIN 

FORERUNNER 910XT 

Garmin calls it Forerunner 910XT watch “the 
ultimate multisport training experience,” and it 
does so with good reason. The GPS enabled watch 
captures all the necessary metrics you need from 
sports like running, biking and swimming. It can 
track all the usual stuff from distance traveled, 
heart rate and speed while running or biking to the 
number of strokes when you’re swimming. It can 
even identify what stroke you’re using at any given 
time. Perfect for the obsessive compulsive record¬ 
keeping triathlete in you. (Y.O.) 


& 



RAY SOLAR-POWERED 
CHARGER 

Take full advantage of our tropical heat by 
charging your gadgets using the power of the 
sun! As long as it’s sunny out, you can charge 
your gadget pretty much anywhere. The Ray 
Solar-Powered Charger has a suction cup that 
you can stick to your car’s windshield and a 
kickstand that can help you position the charger 
to get the maximum amount of sunlight. You’ll 
never have to run out of batteries again. (Y.O.) 



AMAZON 
KINDLE FIRE 

The Amazon Kindle Fire ups the ante for a 
product line that once only produced e-book 
readers. The Kindle Fire is a full-on tablet with 
a color monitor with a better resolution than 
the iPad. With Amazon’s huge library of movies, 
e-books, magazines, TV shows and music and 
a dual-core processor that promises to run all 
of these media with ease, Amazon Kindle Fire 
is seen as the best alternative so-far to Apple’s 
dominance of the tablet market. (Y.O.) 
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GUPPIE MULTI-TOOL 

The Guppie is a wrench-based multi-tool 
that has dozens of everyday uses. Aside 
from the aforementioned wrench, it has a 
bit-carrier that carries some of the more 
common screw heads and doubles as a high- 
powered LED torch. The Guppie Multi-Tool 
also has a built-in blade, bottle opener and a 
carabiner gate that allows you to easily attach 
it to a belt loop or key ring. It also features 
a stainless steel pocket clip that can double 
as a money clip. The solid construction also 
guarantees that you’ll use this multi-tool for 
a long time. ( Y.O .) 
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• BELKIN TUNESTUDIO 


Back in the day, musicians used to record demos on four-track 
cassette recorders. While those things are ancient compared to 
modem recording technology Belkin probably looked to those 
old four-track recorders for inspiration when they came up with 
this little gadget. The ThneStudio is the first four-track recorder 
that records straight into your iPod, foregoing the need to hook 
it up to a PC or Mac. You can just plug in, play music and listen 
to it on your iPod right after. Recording hasn’t been that simple 
since we still used tape. {Y.O .) 



MOLESKINE STAR WARS 
NOTEBOOKS 

Though we have all of these smartphones, tablets and gadgets 
and other things that are supposed to make our lives so much 
easier, many of us still prefer to use good old pen and paper to 
jot their ideas down. Nobody knows this better than Moleskine, 
a company that’s been in the business for such a long time that 
Hemmingway was known to use their products. Their latest 
limited-edition set of notebooks coincides with the release of the 
complete Star Wars series release on Blu-ray and features iconic 
art from the original movie. ( Y.O .) 
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LOGITECH HARMONY-LINK 

The old adage, “less is more,” has never been truer than when we’re talking 
about remote controls. Juggling different remote controls just so you can watch a 
movie on your movie player is a hassle that many of us would rather do without. 
Thanks to the Logitech Harmony Link, you can now use your smartphone or 
tablet as a centralized remote control. The Harmony Link works with gadgets 
running on iOS and Android. (Y.O.) 


: WESTERN DIGITAL TV LIVE 


What’s the use of having 1080p versions of your favorite movies on your hard drive when you’re 
only going to watch it on your tiny computer screen? The Western Digital TV Live takes all of 
the hassle out of setting up those messy cables so you can watch your downloaded HD copy of 
your favorite movie or TV series on your HDTV. It’s a wi-fi capable media hub that can wirelessly 
connect your TV to any PC or Mac in your network. Aside from that, The WD Digital TV Live can 
even access streaming media straight from the internet so you can view it on your TV. (Y.O .) 





EPSON MEGAPLEX MG-850HD 
PROJECTOR 

The Epson Megaplex MG-850HD promises to give you everything 
you need in a projector and then some. Its built-in dock allows you to 
plug in your iPod or iPhone so you can project the content on a much 
larger surface. The projector also connects with virtually any other 
tablet or smartphone and can also work with your favorite gaming 
console. It also has a built-in speakers making it a portable alternative 
to your television set. {Y.O .) 




PARSONS AUDIO 
END TABLE 

There are days when you just want to plop down on the 
couch after a hard day of work and listen to music. The 
Parsons Audio End End Table is the easiest way for anyone to 
do that. Just sit down on your couch and stick your iPhone 
or iPod into the dock and let the end table’s built-in speakers 
do the rest. The Parsons Audio End Table also accommodates 
most other formats of music players. (Y.O.) 
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TUESDAY, AFTER 
CHRISTMAS 

Tuesday, After Christmas is about a man who finds 
himself in the awkward situation of having to choose 
between his wife and his lover in front his daughter’s 
eyes. Paul Hanganu (Mimi Br nescu) has been married 
to Adriana (Mirela Oprisor) for ten years. Their love 
brought forth a daughter, Mara. However, Paul gets into 
an affair with Raluca (Maria Popistasu), a 20-something 
dentist. In the cold eve of Christmas, Paul decides to 
bring his daughter to the dentist, and an unforeseen 
change of schedule brings him, his wife and his mistress 
in the same room. Tuesday, After Christmas was chosen 
for the 2010 Cannes Film Festival for the Un Certain 
Ragard Section. The film also won the Golden Owl award 
in the Leeds International Film Festival. (C.B) 



THE HANGOVER II 


HANG0VER 

_ PARTE 


Relive the adventures of the Wolfpack in the 
sequel to the 2009 surprise hit The Hangover. 

After a ride of unconscious, wild and adventurous 
experience in the first installment, here comes 
another blurry occurrence all set-up for the whole 
gang. Under the direction of Todd Phillips, The 
Hangover Part II runs around Stu’s (Ed Helms) 
much awaited wedding in Thailand. Stu, together 
with his buddies Phil (Bradley Cooper), Alan (Zach 
Galifianakis), and Doug (Justin Bartha), traveled 
to Thailand hoping to celebrate and enjoy a safe 
and normal pre-wedding gathering. Things were 
just going smoothly when one unusual but familiar 
morning came happening again. The Hangover 
Part II was written by Craig Mazin, Scott Armstrong, 
and co-authored by the film’s director. (C.B.) 


‘THE WOLFPACK DELIVERS AGAIN! 


TERRACOTTA DISTRIBUTION 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - 

GHOST PROTOCOL 

Hollywood superstar Tom Cruise revives the Mission: Impossible 
series by returning as Impossible Mission Force (IMF) agent Ethan 
Hunt, a role he first played 15 years ago. Looking like he didn’t age a 
bit, Cruise is joined by Hurt Locker actor Jeremy Renner in the series’ 
fourth installment entitled Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol, to 
be shown in local cinemas this month. Brad Bird, whose film credits 
include The Incredibles and Ratatouille, directs the film. In the movie, 
the US president initiated a “ghost protocol” after a terrorist bombing 
in Kremlin, Moscow. The government disavowed the whole IMF and 
put the blame on the terrorist attack on Hunt’s team. With their names 
and lives on the line, Hunt’s team gets into a secret mission to avoid 
wrongful prosecution. (Christelle Belmonte) 



SOLA 

mim 4 


www.amazon.com 


BIG TITS ZOMBIES 

Big Tits Zombies is a Japanese film derived from 
the fantasy-horror manga Kyonyu Dragon by Rei 
Mikamoto. Released in theaters in 2010, this film 
features various artists from Japan’s infamous adult 
movie world, like Sora Aoj. This movie encapsulated 
a story of a medieval book of the dead found through 
the catacombs beneath a discreet town strip club. As 
one of the frantic strippers revived a hungry crowd of 
the undead, all the other strippers were forced to save 
the world by putting all the zombies down. A surely 
thrilling movie shot in 3D, Big Tits Zombies is written 
and directed by Takao Nakano and produced by Seiji 
Minami Hideaki Nishiyama. The movie also stars Risa 
Kasumi and Mari Sakurai. (C.B.) 
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MAYBE THIS NEW FOUND GLORY MEGALOMANIA 

CHRISTMAS TREE RADIOSURGERY AQUA 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 


It seems that the Christmas music market is 
dominated by compilation albums. Maybe This 
Christmas Tree is the third of the Maybe This 
Christmas series which features both classic 
and originals songs from indie, alternative 
and folk rock artists. If you’re looking for an 
alternative vibe for your Christmas songs then 
this album is sure not to disappoint. All the 
artists ensure to give the songs their individual 
unique twists. It’s a little more laid back than 
the usual Christmas album but that’s the 
sheer beauty of it. Great tracks include The 
Polyphonic Spree’s version of John Lennon’s 
“Happy Christmas (War is Over)” with a 
fresh, uplifting beat, and Death Cab for Cutie’s 
rendition of the Phil Spector classic, “Baby 
Please Come Home.” 

NOTEWORTHY TRACKS: Polyphonic Spree 

- “Happy Christmas”, Death Cab for Cutie - 
“Baby Please Come Home”, The Raveonettes 

- “The Christmas Song”, Copeland - “Do You 
Hear What I Hear” (Sarie Cruz) 


New Found Glory has been around 
for a fairly long time; 14 years in the 
business of pop punk is seriously no 
joke. Radiosurgery is their seventh 
studio release and takes classic 
influences from legendary bands like 
The Ramones, Rancid and Green Day 
as inspiration. The title track in itself 
is enough of a reminder that this is 
certainly a throwback album, the 
opening riff reminiscent of a Green Day 
track from the late nineties. The guys 
from NFG have this time opted for a 
more stripped down punk rock sound, 
releasing a more mature yet edgy 
album. Radiosurgery is definitely not 
a disappointment, despite the fact it’s a 
far cry away from its predecessors, this 
is NFG forging classics of their own. 
NOTEWORTHY TRACKS: Ready, 
Aim, Fire” “Summer Fling, Don’t Mean 
a Thing” ( S.C.) 


Everybody knows Aqua, that Danish- 
Norwegian pop band that chalked 
infectious hits like “Barbie Girl” and 
“Cartoon Heroes” through the latter 
part of the nineties. The band had split 
in 2001 and more than 11 years after 
their last release, they’re back with 
Megalomania. Odd enough but in 
a good way, the Aqua today sounds a 
lot like the Aqua from a decade back. 
Their single “How R U Doin?” has 
more of an electronic edge but is still 
that same catchy energetic pop they 
were so good at churning out. Make no 
mistake, this is pure pop and none of 
the songs are substantial. What Aqua 
can promise though is Megalomania 
has tracks you won’t be tired of 
dancing to. 

NOTEWORTHY TRACKS: Like a 
Robot”, “Playmate to Jesus”, “How R U 
Doin?” (S.C.) 


VICE VERSES 

SWITCHFOOT 


With seven successful studio 
albums, millions of album sales 
globally and a Grammy award under 
their belt, Switchfoot has proven time 
and time again that they are a band 
to watch. Vice Verses is their latest 
effort and it may be safe to say that 
this is their strongest release yet with 
their signature thought provoking 
lyrics and excellently crafted 
melodies. The title track in itself is 
ultimately vulnerable and beautiful, 
pondering life’s meaning and of 
course, hope. There are so many 
highlights in this album including, 
“Selling the News”. It’s a bold step 
outside their usual sound, mixing 
spoken word verses with a catchy pop 
chorus. This release also showcases 
the band’s skill set and it’s obvious 
that every member is right at the top 
of their game. (S.C.) 


A VERY SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 7 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

It’s that time of the year again; the winds are chillier, colorful lights deck the main highways and Christmas 
songs flood the airwaves. Since 1987, A Very Special Christmas has been releasing compilation albums 
featuring artists’ contemporary renditions of classic holiday hits for the benefit of the Special Olympics. 
Launched in 2009, the seventh volume boasts a roster of pop artists from our homegrown, Charice, Gossip 
Girl’s Leighton Meester, Sean Kingston and Colbie Calliat, among others. There’s nothing more heartfelt than 
Charice’s version of “The Christmas Song” which would uplift almost everyone with the Christmas spirit; it’s a 
brand new classic on its own. 

NOTEWORTHY TRACKS: Charice - “The Christmas Song”, Colbie Calliat - “Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas”, Sean Kingston - “Little Drummer Boy” (S.C.) 
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FBI 


RONALD 

KESSLER 


IN THE PRESIDENTS SECRET SERVH 


JOHN, PAUL, GEORGE, 
RINGO & ME: THE REAL 
BEATLES STORY 

BY TONY BARROW 

It’s no surprise that many books have 
been published on The Beatles; they are, 
after all, the best-selling band in history. 
When an insider decides to write about 
his own personal eyewitness accounts on 
the “Fab Four”, a nickname he takes all 
credit for, you’re assured a good read. Tony 
Barrow was working as the band’s public 
relations man from when their first single, 
“Love Me Do” was released in 1962 to 1968 
when they set up their own management 
company. He was there through the full 
fledged Beatlemania that all started in the 
sixties, from Manchester pubs, to stadium 
gigs, to world tours, back to photo shoots 
at home and now, you can pretend you’re 
there too. Interestingly enough, their hellish 
Manila experience in 1966 is adequately 
documented; it’s nice to see what happens 
after you refuse a lunch with the Marcos 
family. This honest, compelling read paints 
a whole picture of what it was like to be with 
The Beatles as they rose to success. (S. C.) 

A 


IT'S NO SURPRISE 
THAT MANY BOOKS 
HAVE BEEN 
PUBLISHED ON 

THE 

BEATLES; they 
ARE, AFTER ALL 
THE BEST-SELLING 
BAND IN HISTORY. 


HISTORY OF A 
PLEASURE SEEKER 

BY RICHARD MASON 

History of a Pleasure Seeker is the first 
of what may be a series of books about 
Piet Barol, an attractive, intelligent young 
Dutchman. Set in beautiful Amsterdam at 
the turn of the 20th century, Piet arrives 
fresh from a provincial backdrop, eager 
to give himself the life always thought he 
deserved. He lands a job at the Vermeulen- 
Sickerts mansion, as the tutor of the wealthy 
hotelier’s son. He immediately finds away 
to become indispensible and well liked to 
the household. There is a lot of tension 
in the novel and his climb to prosperity 
is further heightened by his relentless 
ambition. This ambition is also what drives 
him to do whatever it takes, bedding both 
men and women, in complete disregard 
of his personal preference. Richard Mason 
has crafted a skillfully telling piece that is 
not just scandalous and gripping but also 
capitalizes on the emotional complexities 
that occur with Piet’s exploits. (S. C.) 


HERE COMES 
TROUBLE: STORIES 
FROM MY LIFE 

BY MICHAEL MOORE 

Everyone knows Michael Moore 
as a great filmmaker, who has 
captured the minds of the average 
middleclass American and beyond, 
with his influential artillery of 
documentaries. Here Comes Trouble 
is a collection of 24 stories from the 
time he was born to when he created 
his first film. This book contains 
those pivotal turning points in his life 
that weaved his passions and paints a 
picture of what he had to experience 
to be the man he is today. It’s a rich 
and wonderfully insightful piece 
about the state of America as well 
as its politics. Sometimes hilarious, 
at times heartbreaking, Moore’s 
personal vignettes give readers the 
inspirational push to be aware of 
what’s going on in the nation and to 
do something about it. ( S.C .) 


GRAND PURSUIT: A HISTORY OF ECONOMIC GENIUS 

BY SYLVIA NASAR 

Sylvia Nasar, the best-selling author of A Beautiful Mind, takes us on a meaningful 
historical journey with Grand Pursuit. The title says it all. Grand Pursuit: A History of 
Economic Genius tells of the men and women who changed the lives of every single 
human being on the planet. It chronicles the creation of modern economics and how 
it saved mankind from squalor and deprivation. She begins with the likes of Charles 
Dickens and Henry Mayhew, observers who published accounts that represented the 
poor majority in rich mid-nineteenth century London and ends with Amartya Sen, a 
present day economist from India who tackles the relationship between human rights 
and economic welfare. The economic philosophies and terms are explained in layman’s 
terms and aren’t alienating making economics and history a whole lot of fun. (S. C.) 


ON HIS LATEST 
RELEASE, 

RONALD 

KESSLER 

REVEALS 
FASCINATING 
ACCOUNTS ON HIGH 
PROFILE FBI CASES 
FROM THE TIME OF 
J. EDGAR HOOVER 
TO THE PRESENT 
DAY. 


SECRETS OF THE FBI 

BY RONALD KESSLER 

On his latest release, Ronald Kessler 
reveals fascinating accounts on high 
profile FBI cases from the time of J. 

Edgar Hoover to the present day. This 
educational and insightful book shows 
the lengths of what those in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation have to go 
through to do their job well, like planting 
evidence and linking it to a terrorist or 
getting disguised in different uniforms 
to not be perceived as burglars breaking 
and entering on a suspect’s property. 

It properly showcases the FBI’s inner 
workings and digs deeper in interesting 
issues such as Marilyn Monroe’s death, 
the US-Russian spy exchange as well as 
the hunt and death of Osama bin Laden, 
to name a few. (S.C.) 
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Dear PLAYBOY, 

I'm a bachelor living in my own 
condominium in Mandaluyong. I'm 
not a good cook but I have been 
learning because I have guests that 
come over a lot of the time. One of 
the things that I prepare a lot is pesto 
because it's easy to make and I don't 
need too much time to prepare it. My 
problem is that I can't always find 
walnuts. Where can I get walnuts and 
are there any alternatives to it? 

Jack - via email 

Dear Jack, 

Thankfully, it's easier to get walnuts 
than it used to be. There's a certain 
stall that sells different kinds of nuts 
at the weekend markets at Mercato 
Centrale. They have a lot of different 
kinds of nuts for sale over there. 

The price isn't that bad and you 
don't really need to buy in bulk. An 
interesting alternative is to use Pili 
nuts. They taste a bit less woody than 
walnuts but they actually work pretty 
well with pesto. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I'm one of the avid female readers 
of your magazine and I figured you 
would know how to do this since 
you're a men's magazine. A co¬ 



worker of mine asked me out before 
and I didn't really like him. Back then, 

I just told him that I didn't want to go 
out with anyone from work because 
I didn't think it was professional. He 
recently moved to another company 
and sure enough, he started asking 
me out again. I always tell him that 
I'm busy. How do I reject him without 
hurting his feelings? 

Anne - via email 

Dear Anne, 

It's always good to hear from 
someone from the fairer sex enjoying 
our magazine. First of all, are you 
sure that you're not going to like this 
guy? You probably only know him 
from work so maybe there's something 
more to him than that. If you're willing 
to give it a shot try going out for 
something simple like coffee first then 
see where it goes from there. If you're 
really sure that you don't want to go 
out with this guy then it's best to just 
tell him straight up. If you beat around 
the bush and try to give excuses then 
he'll probably still think that he has a 
chance. Now, some people might not 
take rejection easily. There's even a 
possibility that he might get mad. Just 
don't take it personally and be firm 
with your stand. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I've been going out with a girl for a 
year now and she's really awesome. 
She used to mention that she wanted 
to have kids soon but I just ignored 
it and changed the subject. She's 
apparently very serious about it 
and she's telling me that I should 
do something about it soon or she'll 
break up with me. I think I'm not 
yet prepared to do it. I'm 24 and I 
don't think I can handle that kind of 
responsibility just yet. A friend of mine 
told me that I should just go for it and 
I'll figure it out afterwards. I'm not so 
sure about this though. I'm not even 
sure if I want to have kids. I have my 
career to consider right now. I don't 
want to deal with kids until I'm stable 
and at least 30. 

Kyle - via email 

Dear Kyle, 

If you're pretty sure that you don't 
want to have kids right now, I 
think you should really stand your 
ground on this. If your girlfriend can't 
understand that then maybe you 
should rethink the relationship. You're 
in a pretty tough spot but if you're very 
sure about what you want for yourself 
and your career then you should 
stand by it. As harsh as it sounds, if 
your girlfriend doesn't understand 
your priorities then maybe you should 
be with someone who does. Though 
it is possible that you could end up 


enjoying having a family already, 
it's also even more likely that you'll 
resent her taking your career from 
you. Remember that there's no divorce 
in the Philippines and a lifetime spent 
resenting the person you're with isn't 
a good life. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I can't seem to get over the awkward 
sex with someone for the first time. I 
play the field a lot and though I have 
had a bunch of one night stands in the 
past, I never really get past that even 
though I want to. I get really paranoid 
about what I did and I just try to find 
the first opportunity to get out of there. 

I hate that awkward silence after sex. 

I don't really know what to say. After 
that, I get too ashamed to talk to the 
again. How do I get over this? 

Max - via email 


Dear Max, 

What you're experiencing is a 
pretty common thing actually. Most 
people-unless they have really huge 
egos—feel awkward the first time they 
have sex with someone. The person 
you just had sex with is probably 
thinking the same things that you are. 
The best thing to do about all this is 
to have a game plan even before 
you start. Make sure you clear it with 
each other what exactly is happening 
right after. Tell her if you're going to 
leave or if you're going to take her 
home or whatever. Just make sure 
that everything's clear from the start. 

If you're sure this is going to be a 
one night stand, make that clear also. 
Don't leave the girl hanging and 
waiting on you. If you want to see her 
again, get in touch with her the next 
day and tell her that you had a nice 
time and that you'd like to see her 
again. She's also probably worried 
about what happened and good 
communication can help alleviate that 
awkwardness. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I've been going out with my girlfriend 
for around five years so I decided 
to propose to her recently. As the 
wedding date comes closer, a lot of 
my friends have been telling me that 
I made a mistake and that I shouldn't 
go through with the wedding. They 
tell me that my girlfriend manipulates 
me into doing what she wants and 
they've been telling me that I don't 
have the balls to stand up to her. They 
don't understand. Just because they 
found out that I sometimes do her 
work for her in the office. That doesn't 
mean that I'm whipped. My girlfriend 
has always wanted to be treated 
like a princess and since I'm her first 
boyfriend, I want to keep on treating 


her special to show her how much 
I love her. They also point out that I 
quit a job that I really loved because 
of her and they're telling me that I 
shouldn't have done that. They don't 
understand that while I really loved 
my job, my girlfriend didn't think that it 
would be enough to support the two 
of us. I'm overworked now and I don't 
enjoy what I'm doing at all but you 
need to make sacrifices for love right? 
They say I'm miserable but I think it's 
only part of the process. Things will 
get better once we're married. How 
can I convince my friends that I did 
the right thing? 

Edgar - via email 

Dear Edgar, 

Sorry to say this Edgar but it does 
sound like you're whipped. We 
understand that you want to treat 
your girlfriend like a princess but that 
should never entail doing her work 
for her. Why would you even think of 
doing that? Guess what, if you think 
you're making a sacrifice right now, 
it's going to get worse once you're 
married. It sounds like you haven't 
learned to say no to your girlfriend 
all these years. Since you're her first 
boyfriend, and you never said no, 
it's going to continue for the rest of 
your life. Your bros are your bros for 
a reason. They're just looking out for 
what they think is good for you. If you 
really want to get married to this girl, 
you better start saying no to some of 
her requests. It's OK to treat her like a 
princess but you should be her prince 
and not her slave. 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I started running recently and thank 
goodness I haven't encountered 
any injuries yet. Many people tell 
me though that it's very common for 
runners to get sprains or fractures 
while they're running. I know that 
these two are treated very differently. 
How can I tell the difference between 
the two? 

Mon - via email 

Dear Mon, 

Good question Mon. A sprain is 
usually treated by applying ice and 
putting pressure to the injured part 
and that can actually be bad if you 
have a fracture. While a sprain is 
usually discolored, it will also look a 
bit deformed in a way. Even though 
a sprain is a relatively lesser injury 
than a fracture, a sprain will usually 
be more painful. A fracture will usually 
come with a bit of numbness. You 
can also walk—though with pain—on 
a sprained ankle. Walking on a 
broken or fractured ankle is actually 
impossible. 

O 


* 


Something on your mind? The PLAYBOY Advisor answers your questions about life, love, the pursuit of happiness and most anything in between. Tell us who you are and 
where you're from, and what's been nagging at you. Email us at , and we'll publish the questions we find most interesting. PLAYBOY reserves the right 

to edit material for brevity and clarity. The most interesting question of the month gets the sender a free beer (or equivalent non-alcoholic beverage, for you non-drinkers) with 
the editorial team! 









































THE FILIPINO COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS ALLOWS ITSELF TO CRACK A LITTLE SMILE , 
LOOK UP FROM WHAT IT'S SLAVING ON, AND SAY "CHRISTMAS IS COMING." 

OCTOBER ROLLS IN AND EVEN MORE CHRISTMAS SONGS ARE PLAYED ON THE RADIO. 


It would be cliche to say 2011 was a big year, as these 
days ah years seem to be big. Every year we are rocked by 
another scandal or a brand new catastrophe, even as our 
knees have not even stopped shaking from the previous 
year’s constant problems of war, famine and corruption. 
It would be bigger news to say that a year was a “small” 
year. But alas! There seems to be shortage of years when 
everything just goes smoothly. 

2011 has shown us a mass yet reluctant homecoming 
of our OFWs due to war and civil unrest in countries like 
Egypt or Libya. Some came home penniless and most are 
now faced with the uncertainty of economic instability 
due to the loss of their jobs. Then we have the whole 
Philippine Airlines kerfuffle where more than 2,000 
employees could possibly lose their jobs because of the 
company’s decision to outsource. Most recently, we got a 


visit from typhoon Pedring and its titan fury which left 
destruction, devastation and a whole lot of flood water, 
and as if ah that wasn’t enough to give us ah aneurysms, 
every night we are faced with the same old stories of 
petty thievery, vehicular accidents and violence. To put 
it simply, Filipinos find themselves up to their neck in 
metaphorical excrement. 

In the middle ah this, September comes. It comes and 
suddenly radio stations are playing Christmas carols 
at least once or twice a day, and almost all the news 

programs are capped off with “_days to go until 

Christmas.” The Filipino collective consciousness allows 
itself to crack a little smile, look up from what it’s slaving 
on, and say “Christmas is coming.” October rolls in and 
even more Christmas songs are played on the radio. We 
pause a bit to pay respects to our dead in November, and 


soon enough, it’s December! 

It is often said that Filipinos are optimists. If the 
most recent survey of the Social Weather Station is to be 
believed, optimism still significantly outweighs pessimism 
in the country. The survey which was done in March 4 
to 7, found that 35% of Filipinos believe that their lives 
will improve during the course of the year, while only 
11% think it will get worse. The net score +24, which is 
obtained by subtracting the pessimistic rating from the 
optimistic rating (35-11=24), is considered “high” by 
the SWS. 

It is important to note that this rate went down 11 
points from last year’s rating of +35, which is considered 
“very high.” The November 2010 SWS survey found 
that 42% of Filipinos were optimistic for the following 
year, while 7% were pessimistic. Still, the numbers prove 
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WHY THE FORUM MAHERS 

First appearing in the US edition's July 
1963 issue, PLAYBOY Forum is a section 
that has always been about openness and 
interactivity, fostering an impassioned 
back-and-forth discussion with our readers. 
From the start, it has served as a colloquium 
between editors and readers on matters 
of freedom of speech and sexual rights 
(for more on this, see the Forum in our 
December 2008 issue). Today, the Forum 
serves as the policy nexus for the magazine, 
touching on a wide range of topics, and as 
a place to highlight the intersection of the 
PLAYBOY philosophy (also explored in our 
December issue) with the nuts and bolts of 
the world around us. We welcome all who 
wish to have their opinions on the Forum 
topic of the month published to send their 
thoughts to playboy@pbphil.com with the 
subject "FORUM." 


IT IS OFTEN SAID THAT 
FILIPINOS ARE OPTIMISTS . 

IF THE MOST RECENT 
SURVEY OF THE SOCIAL 
WEATHER STATION IS TO 
BE BELIEVED », OPTIMISM 
STILL SIGNIFICANTLY 
OUTWEIGHS PESSIMISM IN 
THE COUNTRY THE SURVEY 
WHICH WAS DONE IN 
MARCH 4 TO 7, FOUND 
THAT 35 % OF FILIPINOS 
BELIEVE THAT THEIR LIVES 
WILL IMPROVE DURING 
THE COURSE OF THE YEAR 
WHILE ONLY 11% THINK 
IT WILL GET WORSE . 


that Filipino optimism outweighs pessimism quite 
significantly: 35% vs. 11% and 42% vs. 7%. 

In terms of optimism in business, the Philippines 
ranked as the third most optimistic country in the 
world, behind Chile and India respectively The Grant 
Thornton International Business Report found that 
87% of Filipino businessmen were confident about their 
business prospects for 2011. The survey was conducted 
by Punongbayan & Araullo which is an affiliate of Grant 
Thomson International and surveyed private businesses 
within the medium to large spectrum. 

So given, Filipinos are generally optimistic, but why the 
sudden spike during holiday season? 

The cynic in me is says that the optimism is there merely 
because it is expected. Christmas and the New Year are 
expected to be happy seasons. We hang bright lights 
and play happy songs almost mechanically, just as we 
did the previous year. But where in the deep recesses of 
the Filipino psyche is this almost childlike expectation 
coming from? And if all our holiday preparations are 
simply mechanical machinations, then why is there 
genuine happiness during the holidays? 


The parol has remained ubiquitous in the country even 
in this age of globalization where cultures are becoming 
porous. We may erect figures of Santa Claus a few feet 
away from where we set up our belen, but we still hang 
a parol outside our houses. We see them in the streets, 
churches, schools, and malls. It comes in all colors and 
sizes and can be made from all sorts of materials ranging 
from the humble bamboo stick, to the multifunctional 
plastic, and even to the sturdy capiz. This simple 
Christmas lantern represents the Star of Bethlehem which 
led the magi to the manger where Jesus was born. In a 
deeper sense, the parol represents the Filipino people’s 
continuing journey to look for something to better their 
lives with. The parol has become an icon of looking 
forward to good things to come. 

In the same vein, the Simbang Gabi also alludes to 
this inherent optimism. The Simbang Gabi is a series of 
nine dawn masses which last from December 16 up until 
Christmas Eve. It is believed that if you complete all nine 
masses, a wish you make will come true. This Filipino 
tradition has endured, as people who have engagements 
in the morning, like students and office workers, continue 


to attend the masses, opting to go straight to work 
or school after. As some sort of cosmic bonus, there’s 
awesome food like piping hot puto bumbong and 
freshly-made bibingka waiting right outside the church. 
This is a yearly summary of how the Filipino year has 
been—we hope for something and strive to get it with 
hard work, patience and a little bit of faith. 

Christmas in the Philippines has always been a year 
ender of sorts for a lot of Filipino families. It is a family 
reunion, Thanksgiving, and Christmas rolled into one 
exhausting but incredibly fun holiday. Yearly, families 
trek to the provinces or to the city amid the chaos of 
cancelled flights or overcrowded bus stations to spend 
time and enjoy good food with family and friends. With 
the luxury of getting a few days off work or school, we 
also give thanks for all the blessings of the year. We take 
the chance to dust ourselves off of our screw ups during 
the year—it is the season of hope and change after 
all—and layout new plans for the following year. 

B 
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B orn to an Asian father and a French 

Canadian mother, Mei-Ling Lam is proud 
of her multiracial heritage. Who would not 
be, seeing how this exotic beauty evokes 
a sense of sensuality in these very pages. A native of 
Clinton, Maine, this 5'6" vixen has absolutely every¬ 
thing a man could ever wish for: A smile that could 
disarm a nuclear bomb, the personality that would 
please even the glummest and a loyalty so unwavering 
that she has admitted to moving states just for a man. 

The 2001 Miss Teen Maine dreams of being in 
charge of her own business someday. Men who think 
that she is all about the business should allay their 
fears though. Be "a mother of three and be a loving 
wife" are also in her future plans. Now who wouldn't 
want to come how to a wife like this every night? 

Being a beauty queen (she placed 12th in the 
Miss Teen USA pageant) prepared her for the experi¬ 
ence of being in PLAYBOY. "The truth is that during 
my pageant days I was always running around naked 
backstage because of how quickly the wardrobe 
changes took place. So as crazy as it sounds, I never 
felt naked when I was shooting my pictorial." 

The 27-year-old is definitely comfortable in her 
own skin. She downed some chocolates, by her own 
admission, while on break from the shoot, proving 
her confidence in how she looks. Her innocent looks 
notwithstanding, she effortlessly exudes the sex appeal 
that makes most men go crazy. See for yourself just 
how sensual her gaze. 

She further adds that she loved being in the pages 
of the magazine and that it celebrates womanhood 
and by appearing in it, she's able to embrace how 
comfortable she is with her own skin. Her sleek 32B- 
24-34 measurements go perfectly with her 109-pound 
frame. No wonder companies like New Balance and 
Hasbro have asked her to model their products. 

"I lived, breathed and ate pageants," she admits 
while talking about her competitive nature. This same 
desire for competition also attracts her to sports. If she 
wasn't interesting enough, she also shared that she's a 
passionate basketball fan. Specifically, she's a huge 
fan of the Boston Celitcs. "It drives me crazy!" That's 
what she says when she's talking about watching her 
favorite team from Beantown playing. 

For many of us, Mei-Ling is the stuff of our fantasies. 
While the pictures in the next few pages leave very 
little to the imagination, she still leaves us wanting 
more. Unfortunately our dreams of having this former 
Miss Teen Maine at our side while watching Celtics 
games will probably remain in our fantasies. These 
lovely images of her will have to do for now. 

O 
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ANA P. SANTOS GETS THE LOW DOWN ON GOOD HOT SEX 
FROM SEX THERAPIST DR. ROSIE KING SO YOU'LL NEVER HAVE TO WONt 
OR ASK: WAS IT GOOD FOR YOU, TOO? w v 




V FEATURE 








"BECAUSE NO AMOUNT OF SEXUAL ACROBATICS CAN COMPENSATE IF THERE IS AN 
UNDERLYING PROBLEM THAT IS NOT BEING ADDRESSED—LIKE ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION." 


I t’s ironic that a man’s performance 
is most crucial now when he is on 
stage in front of a hundreds of people, 
but in between the sheets where— 
depending on predilections—there 
is little no light at all and where 
there’s a deep desire for her roaring 
applause in exchange for his standing 
ovation. 


Under such conditions, the performance anxiety that 
befalls a man is understandable. 

With most Pinays notably too shy to comment or 
critique (or too afraid that it will show that she knows too 
much about sex), how will he ever know if he is indeed 
a performer? With women in general being so good at 
faking anything from their age, hair color to an earth- 
shaking orgasm (just think about that scene in When 
Harry Met Sally. Meg Ryan deserves as Oscar for that 
alone.) How will he ever be sure that he is good in bed? 

Coming to the rescue is Dr. Rosie King, renowned sex 
therapist, educator and author of best-selling book Good 
Loving Great Sex. Dr. King, who is a founding member 
of the Australian Centre for Sexual Health, reveals to 
PLAYBOY Philippines the secrets of getting your hands on 
ideal sex. 




IT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE 
LONG, BUT IT DOES HAVE TO 
BE HARD 


Dr. King’s formula for good sex is simple: get it hard 
and keep it hard. “Because no amount of sexual 
acrobatics can compensate if there is an underlying 
problem that is not being addressed—like erectile 
dysfunctions 

Citing the results of the Ideal Sex Survey is Asia, a 
study done by Harris Interactive with Pfizer, Dr. King says, 
“Both men and women derive sexual satisfaction 
when their male partner is able to achieve an optimal 
erection. ” 

And just so we’re on the same page about “optimal 
erection”, Dr. King clarifies, “there are varying degrees 
of erection hardness as set in the Erection Hardness 
Scale (EHS). ”So for Junior to deserve a salute, he must 
stand tall, rigid and at attention! 

And just how hard is hard? Dr. King says the hardness 
of a turgid cucumber is just about right. Try knocking on 
a cucumber and see for yourself if you measure up. 



You read that right and told right out by the good 
doctor. Size. Doesn’t. Matter. 

Before you regret all those times in your bathroom 
where you used a ruler or even improvised and used your 
fingers (c’mon now, how many dangkalst) to measure 
your manhood and think it was a complete waste of time, 
Dr. King issues a disclaimer. “Size matters a great deal 
to men. A lot of men dream of going into the men’s 
room, whipping out his penis and lopping it off on 
the urinal so all the other men can look at it and feel 
inadequate. But in truth, size doesn 7 really matter all 
that much to women. ” 

Dr. King zeroes in on scientific fact and some basic 
knowledge of how women “work” to support her 
statement. “A large part of the woman’s sensory area 
is found in the other part of her vagina and up to 
three inches inside. Deep inside the vaginal canal, she 
doesn 7 really feel much anymore. That’s why women 
can use tampons and not be bothered much by it. ” 
Following this argument, Dr. King holds out a small 
space between her index finger and her thumb. “A man 
only needs to have a penis about this big to please a 
woman. So it doesn 7 have to be big, but it has to be 
hard. ” 

Candidly, Dr. King adds, “ For women, what really 
matters is the size of a man’s heart, rather than the 
size of his penis that matters. ” 



How much sex is too much sex? Or more pointedly, 
how much sex is enough? 

“We are utterly obsessed with frequency, ” exclaims 
Dr. King, who says that she gets asked those questions all 
the time. 

According to the Ideal Sex Survey which was conducted 
in 10 Asian countries across men and women between 
the ages of 31 to 74, the most important factors that 
determine ideal sex are erection related. 

“These results were unanimous across the region, ” 


Dr King points out. According to the study, the most 
important factors are erection hardness and the ability to 
maintain an erection. This weighed far more than other 
factors like orgasm intensity and duration and frequency 
of sex. 

Additionally, during the past four weeks, men had sex 
9.4 times and women, 5.6. On a monthly basis, the results 
are more glaring: men had sex 14.6 times a month for 
men, while the women only 7.7 times a month. 
Describing this as “desire discrepancy”, Dr. King explains 
that generally, men desire sex more frequently than 
women do. “It’s just in the way that men and women 
are genetically made. ” 


WHAT'S GOOD FOR THE GEESE 
IS ALSO GOOD FOR 
THE GANDER 



It’s not just men who benefit from good sex. Women 
do, too. 

“Greater satisfaction with erection hardness 
translates into greater satisfaction with all aspects 
of sexual experience, including orgasm intensity, 
physical foreplay and intercourse itself,” states Dr. 
King. 

Women report feeling more attractive and thus, a 
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higher level of self-esteem when they have satisfying sex with their 
partner. 

Conversely and related to the frequency of sex, according to the 
Ideal Sex Survey, men with sub-optimal erections showed less self- 
confidence in the bedroom and thus, had less sex than men with 
Grade 4 erections. Men with Grade 3 erections had sex about 7 times, 
but grade 4 erection men had sex 11.1 times. 

So the next time someone tells you it’s “just sex”, think again. 



The quality of the relationship and having an emotional 
connection or closeness for partner play a crucial role in how 
satisfying the sex is—and that is a universal truth for both men and 
women. 

To achieve an ideal sexual experience, men and women would 
most like to improve their emotional closeness and physical foreplay. 
Men just need to be reminded that foreplay starts right before you get 
into the bedroom. Flirting, sexually-loaded innuendos and teasing 
with light touches and naughty looks may sound old-fashioned, 
but they go a long way in building anticipation and mounting 
excitement. 



A man’s worst fears are not found only in his golden years. 
“Erectile dysfunction or ED commonly affects more than 50% of men 
aged 40 to 70 years old. “ Your jaw might drop at that figure, but 
also consider this: men with even moderate erectile dysfunction 
were bothered by sub-optimal erection hardness, or what is 
classified as “grade 3 erection ”. [see related story for more details 
on this rating] 

But what should be of more concern is how ED may be caused 
by cardiovascular diseases, diabetes and other psychological factors 
like stress and trauma. “There is a strong link between ED and 
cardiovascular diseases, ” says King. “The arteries supplying blood 
to the penis are about one millimeter in diameter. If you’re going to 
get blockages in the arteries, guess which arteries are going to get 
blocked first?” asks Dr. King, while pointing downwards. 


SECRET TO IDEAL SEX #7: 

DON'T FALL ASLEEP RIGHT 
AFTER SEX 


After sex and after achieving orgasm, the body releases oxytocins 
which are also known as the “cuddling” hormone. Quite simply, it 
makes a woman want to snuggle and shift from dirty talk to tender 
talk. Unfortunately, for men, this is the time when he would just like 
to doze off. “I can 7 tell you how many times in my 30 years of 


THE HARDER 
THE BETTER 

BY RIZAL RAOUL REYES 


FOR THE MAJORITY OF ASIAN MEN AND WOMEN - ESPECIALLY 
FILIPINOS - IDEAL SEX MEANS THE HARDER THE BETTER. THIS IS 
ACCORDING TO HARRIS INTERACTIVE ASIA'S "IDEAL SEX" SURVEY WHICH WAS 
DONE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PFIZER. THE RECENTLY CONDUCTED SURVEY SHOWS 
THAT IN ASIA, ERECTION HARDNESS IS ONE OF THE MORE IMPORTANT ELEMENTS 
IN ACHIEVING SEXUAL SATISFACTION WITH A SEX PARTNER. 


F urthermore, the study indicated that eight 
in ten Filipino men and three-quarters of 
women placed erection hardness (EHS) or 
the ability to maintain an erection as either the 
most or second most important element necessary 
for achieving an “ideal sexual experience.” 

In their survey, 79 percent of men and 80 
percent of women agree that erection hardness 
or the ability to maintain an erection is the most 
ideal element for ideal sex. In the survey, the male 
respondents said EHS Grade 4 erection hardness 
goes hand-in-hand with better health and higher 
feelings of self-worth as opposed to EHS Grade 3 
erections. 

According to the survey, majority of the men 
with EHS Grade 3 erections consider hardness 
to be the top erection improvement area. 

However, the same group indicated they are less 
comfortable in opening up discussions on erectile 
function with their doctors than men with EHS 
Grade 4 erections. 

Moreover, the survey said that two out of every 
three men (36.6 percent) with EHS Grade 3 
erections consider hardness to be the top erection 
improvement area for ideal sex, compared to just 
under half (44.9 percent) of men with EHS Grade 
4 erections 

To make the erection ratings simpler, grade 4 
is likened to a cucumber which means the “penis 
is completely hard and fully rigid.” 

Grade 3 is compared to a banana wherein 
the “penis hard enough for penetration but not 
completely hard.” Grade 2 is compared to a peeled 
banana which states the “penis is hard but not 
hard enough for penetration.” Last and perhaps 
the least is grade 1 wherein the “penis is larger 
but not hard enough.” 

As far as the other less important elements 
of an ideal sexual experience is concerned, 
the survey indicated 22 percent of men and 23 
percent of women agreed that frequency of sexual 
intercourse is the most important element of an 
ideal sexual experience. 

In terms of duration or orgasm intensity, 38 
percent of the men and 31 percent of the women 
think it is the most important aspect for ideal sex. 
When it comes to orgasm intensity, 38 percent of 
the men and 49 percent of the women agreed that 
intensity of the “Big 0” matters most. 

Compared with men with EHS Grade 3 
erections, people with EHS Grade 4 (optimum) 


GRADE 3 

is compared 
to a banana 
wherein the 
"penis hard 
enough for 
penetration but 
not completely 



GRADE 2 

is compared 
to a peeled 
banana which 
states the "penis 
is hard but not 
hard enough for 
penetration." 



GRADE 4 

is likened to a 
cucumber which 
means the "penis 
is completely 
hard and fully 
rigid." 




IN TERMS OF DURATION OR 
ORGASM INTENSITY, 38 

PERCENT OF THE MEN 
AND 3 1 PERCENT OF THE 
WOMEN THINK IT IS THE 
MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT 
FOR IDEAL SEX. 


erections are significantly less likely to suffer chronic 
health problems. 

Meanwhile, the survey said men with EHS Grade 
3 erections have a higher incidence of chronic health 
problems, such as: 

• Diabetes 

• High blood pressure 

• Liver disease 

• Obesity 

• Stroke 

• Erectile dysfunction 


Compared with men with EHS Grade 3 erections, 
those with EHS Grade 4 (optimum) erections are 
significantly more likely to have higher feelings of self- 
worth. According to the survey, Men with EHS Grade 3 
erections have more sick days and are half as likely to 
state they have high confidence and high self-esteem. 

□ 


\ 
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THE COMMENTS 


ONLINE BUFF, INNOCENT VIXEN, COMPLETELY AGREES THAT TOTAL 
ERECTION IS VERY, VERY IMPORTANT IN TOTAL SEXUAL SATISFACTION. 

"IT FEELS EXHILARATING WHEN YOU FEEL THE FRICTION OF THE HARD 
COCK RUBBING AGAINST THE PUSSY," SHE SAYS. . 

ON THE SAME NOTE, SHE BELIEVES SIZE AAATTERS. BUT IN THE LONG 
RUN, SHE BELIEVES PERFORAAANCE IS MORE IMPORTANT. "HOWEVER, IT 
IS ONLY A NOTCH HIGHER THAN PERFORAAANCE. IF A GUY HAS A BIG 
COCK BUT DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO PERFORM ORALLY, THEN IT IS 
NOT A COMPLETELY SATISFACTORY EXPERIENCE," SHE SAYS. 

"IT DOES NOT AAATTER HOW AAANY ROUNDS OF SEX YOU HAD AS 
LONG AS EACH ROUND IS COMPLETELY WORTH IT," SHE SAID.. 


AAARGARITA (NOT HER REAL NAME), 25, AN ENTREPRENEUR FROM 
CEBU CITY, BELIEVES A HARD ERECTION IS A KEY TO SATISFYING SEX. 
"EVEN WITH ALL THE FOREPLAY, I GUESS I DON'T GET LIKE REALLY 
SATISFIED UNLESS THERE IS ACTUAL PENETRATION," SAYS AAARGARITA. 

AS FAR AS SIZE IS CONCERNED, AAARGARITA QUIPS IT'S NOT A 
FACTOR UNLESS IT'S TOO SAAALL. "AFTER ALL, THEY SAY IT'S NOT THE 
LENGTH OF THE STICK BUT THE AAAGIC IT BRINGS," SHE SAYS. 

"WHAT GOOD IS A REALLY LONG STICK IF YOU CAN'T FUCK THE 
GIRL RIGHT," SHE ADDS. ACCORDING TO AAARGARITA, AN IDEAL 
INTERCOURSE IS WHEREIN BOTH BODIES AND MINDS AAAKE A 
CONNECTION. 


DYLAN (NOT HER REAL NAME), A 24-YEAR OLD COMPUTER SCIENCE 
STUDENT, BELIEVES AN IDEAL INTERCOURSE GOES BEYOND ERECTION. 

"WITH GREATER REACH OF OTHER ALTERNATIVES ON HOW TO 
REACH TOTAL FULFILLMENT SUCH AS TOYS, VIBES, COUPLES WHO 
KNOW HOW TO DO OTHER KINKY STUFF AND WILLING TO EXPLORE 
CAN ACHIEVE IT. PEOPLE WITH GREATER KNOWLEDGE IN BED, BODY 
LANGUAGE AND FEELING THE CONNECTION WITH HIS PARTNER 
ARE FOR ME, A FULFILLMENT FOR A SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP THAT GOES 
BEYOND ERECTION ITSELF. 

SHE GIVES PREFERENCE ON PERFORAAANCE OVER SIZE BASED ON 
HER EXPERIENCES. "I HAD SEEN ALL SIZES AND IT'S REALLY BASED ON 
HOW THEY PERFORM AND HOW CREATIVE THEY CAN FOR ME TO 
REACH ORGASM," SHE SAYS. 


THE IDEAL SEX IN ASIA SURVEY TARGETED SEXUALLY ACTIVE* MEN 
AND WOMEN IN ASIAN COUNTRIES ONLY SUCH AS CHINA, 
PHILIPPINES AND INDONESIA. 

THE STUDY WAS AIMED AT: 

- GAINING A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF IDEAL SEX; 

- ASSESSING IMPACT OF SUBOPTIMAL ERECTION; 

- EXPLORING WAYS TO IMPROVE SEXUAL EXPERIENCE 

THE RESEARCH TAPPED RESPONDENTS WHO SELF-IDENTIFIED 
THEMSELVES (MEN) OR THEIR PARTNERS (WOMEN) AS HAVING EITHER: 
SUBOPTIMAL ERECTION HARDNESS (EHS GRADE 3) OPTIMAL ERECTION 
HARDNESS (EHS GRADE 4) 


practice that I’ve heard women complain about 
how one minute he is chugging along like a steam 
train and the next minute he’s snoring away while 
she’s left just staring at the wall, ” laughs Dr. King. 

Well, there’s some hope. “Extend the ‘outer 
course’part,” says Dr. King. “Everyone knows 
intercourse,” begins Dr. King making one of her 
fingers go through a circle made by her thumb and 
index finger, “but we don’tpay enough attention 
to outer course, which is everything that happens 
after—like cuddling, stroking and hugging. ” 


SECRET TO IDEAL SEX #8: 

EVERYONE HAS THEIR OWN 
DEFINITION OF SEXUAL 
SATISFACTION 






SECRET TO IDEAL SEX #9. 

OTHER THINGS CAN AFFECT A 
WOMAN'S SEX DRIVE 




Sex is largely subjective. And personal. So being what 
Stud A defines as sexual satisfaction may not be the 
same as how Stud B defines it. 

“Some couples want to watch porn together. They 
think that’s what they need to get in the mood, then 
that’s fine. The key is to meet what your expectations 
are of ideal sex is. It’s not always swinging from the 
chandelier and doing all sorts of acrobatics. If that’s 
what you expect, you ’re going to be disappointed. 
Rather, we should have more realistic expectations 
of sex. Meeting this expectations will be the basis of 
these expectations,” concludes Dr. King. 


While the overwhelming response to the Ideal Sex 
Survey highlights the importance of erection hardness 
and the ability to sustain an erection to the end of 
intercourse, these are all intrinsic to men. But ideal sex 
does not rest on a man’s shoulders. 

There is a need for women to also to also be physically 
healthy to enjoy sex as conditions in the sexual regions 
may make sex uncomfortable or downright painful. 

She also needs to feel secure about not just your feelings 
about her and the status of your relationship, but also 
not getting pregnant (if you are not planning or don’t 
want yet to conceive) or something like a sexually 
transmitted infection. That should give you enough 
reason to put on a condom. If it makes her feel sexy and 
safe and will make you both enjoy sex, wrap it up nice 
and tight. 


SECRET TO IDEAL SEX #10; 

A RELATIONSHIP IS NOT ALL 
ABOUT SEX 


If all else fails, know that the basis of relationships 
is not all sex. That should give you a little bit of 
comfort about the thought of monogamy (and how 
not to equate it to monotony). “There are some 
couples to whom sex is an important factor of 
intimacy, pleasure and bonding. But to other 
couples, something like watching TV together can 
produce the same feelings. Bottom line, healthy, 
long-lasting relationships are not built on sex 
alone. It’s up to couples to find out what works for 
them and what combination of different elements 
make up their ideal sex,” concludes Dr. King. 

□ 

TALK TO YOUR 
DOCTOR ABOUT 
ERECTILE 

DYSFUNCTION (ED) 


WHILE AN OVERWHELMING 
96 % OF MEN WITH 
ERECTION HARDNESS GRADE 
3 WERE BOTHERED BY THEIR 
SUB-OPTIMAL ERECTION 
HARDNESS, ONLY ABOUT 
1/3 OF WOMEN AND MEN 
EVER DISCUSSED ED IT WITH 
THEIR DOCTOR. DOCTORS, 
OVERALL, NEVER INITIATED 
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT ED 
WITH THEIR PATIENTS. * 

"ED IS RELATIVELY EASY TO 
TREAT WITH MEDICATION LIKE 
VIAGRA. HOWEVER, AS ED 
MAY BE AN INDICATION OF 
OTHER DISEASES LIKE DIABETES 
AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO 
OPEN UP DISCUSSIONS WITH 
DOCTORS. THE LAST THING A 
MAN SHOULD DO IS SELF- 
MEDICATE OR GO ON THE 
INTERNET AND BUY DRUGS 
THAT ARE "FAKE" VIAGRA," 
WARNS DR. KING. 
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IDEAL SEX 
SURVEY IN ASIA 


CONDUCTED BY HARRIS INTERACTIVE ASIA IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PFIZER / ILLUSTRATION BY OWEN REYES 


282 ASIAN MEN AND WOMEN 
IN THE PHILIPPINES 


EHS IS A SIMPLE MEASURE OF ERECTION HARDNESS: 
EHS GRADE 4 IS THE GOAL 


TOWARDS OPTIMAL ERECTION HARDNESS 


HEALTH ASSESSMENT ACCORDING TO EHS GRADE 


% OF MEN WHO DESCRIBE THEIR HEALTH AS 



SEVERE ED MODERATE ED SUBOPTIMAL OPTIMAL 

ERECTION ERECTION 


PENIS IS LARGER PENIS IS HARD BUT PENIS IS HARD ENOUGH PENIS IS 
BUT NOT HARD NOT HARD ENOUGH FOR PENETRATION BUT COMPLETELY HARD 
FOR PENETRATION NOT COMPLETELY HARD AND FULLY RIGID 


i=A WS tFi 
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□ EHS GRADE 3 
■ EHS GRADE 4 


THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF AN IDEAL SEXUAL 
EXPERIENCE: 

ERECTION HARDNESS OR THE ABILITY TO MAINTAIN AN ERECTION 



MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE AN 
IDEAL SEXUAL EXPERIENCE 


100 % 


79% 80% 



ERECTION HARDNESS OR ERECTION HARDNESS ABILITY TO MAINTAIN AN 

ABILITY TO MAINTAIN AN ERECTION 


ERECTION 

LESS THAN OF MEN AND WOMEN 

AGREE THAT FREQUENCY OF SEXUAL INTERCOURSE IS THE MOST 


IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF AN IDEAL SEXUAL EXPERIENCE. 


22% OF MEN; 23 % OF WOMEN 


AROUND ONE IN THREE PEOPLE CONSIDER 

OF SEXUAL INTERCOURSE OR ORGASM INTENSITY AS THE MOST 

IMPORTANT FOR IDEAL SEX. 




DISCUSSED ERECTILE FUNCTION WITH A DOCTOR? 




63% 


MOST IMPORTANT ERECTION-RELATED ASPECTS TO 
IMPROVE FOR IDEAL SEX 

•TWO OUT OF EVERY THREE MEN WITH EHS GRADE 3 ERECTIONS 

CONSIDER TO BE THE TOP ERECTION 

IMPROVEMENT AREA FOR IDEAL SEX, COMPARED TO JUST UNDER 
HALF OF MEN WITH EHS GRADE 4 ERECTIONS. 

-EHS GRADE 3: 66% 

-EHS GRADE 4: 49% 

DISCUSSING ISSUES RELATED TO ERECTILE FUNCTION 

•MEN GENERALLY INITIATE 9 OUT OF 10 CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
ERECTILE FUNCTION WITH THEIR DOCTOR 

•DESPITE GENERALLY INITIATING THESE DISCUSSIONS, THE MEN WITH 
MOST NEED (EHS GRADE 3) ARE LESS COMFORTABLE STARTING A 
CONVERSATION WITH THEIR DOCTOR THAN MEN WITH EHS GRADE 4 


• 79% of men and 80% of women agree that erection hardness or ability to maintain an erection is the most important element for ideal sex. 

• EHS Grade 4 erection hardness is correlated with better health and higher feelings of self-worth than EHS Grade 3 erections. 

• Most men with EHS Grade 3 erections consider hardness to be the top erection improvement area. 

• Men with EHS Grade 3 erections are less comfortable initiating conversations about erectile function with their doctors than men with EHS Grade 4 erections. 




















































“On second thought, maybe you cam come in for a while.” 



























GABY RAMIREZ 

WONDER 

OF THE 

WORLD 

A HEROINE - WITHOUT 
THE UNNECESSARY CLOTHING 

WRITTEN BYARNEL ALEXIS E. AQUITANIA 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY URIEL SANTANA 










>r all the 
Inegative 
I portrayals 
it has been 
getting from 
American 
television 
and cinema, 
Mexico still 
dishes out 
some of the 
finest things 
in the world. Sure, the qualities 
of some of these products they 
do dish out-like telenovelas for 
instance-are debatable, but even 
if you don't ke these things, they 
do have a plus side. I'm talking 
about the women of course. I 
think many people will agree that 
the country is full of muy caliente 
babes. 



32-year-old Gaby Ramirez is on such example of one of these 
smoldering hot women that you can find in Mexican soaps. This 
woman is so smoldering hot that it’s a wonder that TV screens 
don’t steam up when she shows up on TV. Not only is she insanely 
sexy but she’s also insanely so insanely talented that she’s been a 
fixture on the boob tube for a long time. It doesn’t seems like she’s 
going anywhere either, her looks have gotten her this far and she 
obviously still has the killer body to outlast all newcomers. 

She visits the pages of PLAYBOY Philippines paying homage to 
the legendary comic book character, Wonder Woman. With nothing 
but body paint to cover her scintillating figure, Gaby channels the 
fierce power of the Amazon princess, saving us from our otherwise 
boring lives. She definitely has us caught and tied in her proverbial 
magic lasso with the way she cavorted with the cameras on this 
shoot. 

We’re sure that all of you comic book fans and telenovla junkies 
are rejoicing right now with glee. Unlike her soap opera roles, she 
sheds clothes instead of tears to move us. Her eyes penetrate every 
fiber of any lesser being who dares return her stare. Her lips beckon 
with the promise of pleasure for anyone worthy. And that body is 
definitely hotter than any Mexican dish ever prepared. One can’t 
help but think of villainous thoughts just by looking at it. 

As the heroine’s alter-ego Diana Prince, she still packs the same 
drool-worthy appeal. It just goes to show that Gaby is sexy no mat¬ 
ter what she is—or isn’t—wearing. 

Beauty is not the only thing she shares with the comic book 
legend. She has the fierce qualities that set her apart from other be¬ 
guiling ladies. Even as a child, she already dabbled in such diverse 
activities such as ballet and jazz. She later took lessons in singing 
at a renowned conservatory of music. From there, she started acting 
and she has never looked back since. Gaby after all has one of the 
most captivating faces and also one of the sultriest physiques in all 
of Mexico. That’s saying a lot considering all of the lovely Latina 
ladies that have come from the country. 


El 
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TUNISIA OUSTS LONGTIME PRESIDENT 

On December 2010, a 26-year-old street vendor lit himself on fire after 
his wheelbarrow of produce was seized from him and he was beaten by 
local authorities. It sparked what came to be known as the "Jasmine 
Revolution/' with locals staging a massive uprising calling for the end of 
President Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali. On JANUARY 13, 2011, Ben Ali 
officially resigned and fleed to Saudi Arabia. Ben Ali's resignation did not 
end the revolution, but it did inspire other Arab nations such as Egypt 
and Libya (among other nations) to take similar steps in overthrowing 
their oppressive governments. 


SPACE SHUTTLE ATLANTIS | 
\f MAKES FINAL LANDING 

After 30 years of orbiting the world, NASA's 
space shuttle program officially ended on 
JULY 21 when the Space Shuttle Atlantis 
made its final landing. This does not effec¬ 
tively end NASA's space program, but they will 
no longer launch space shuttles into orbit. 


NEWS OF THE WORLD 
BIDS GOODBYE 


JAPAN MEETS TRAGEDY 


On MARCH 11, an 8.9 magnitude earth¬ 
quake and a tsunami hit Japan in tandem, 
and devastated parts of the country. Thou¬ 
sands were killed, roads were rendered im¬ 
passable, and even some infrastructure 
was damaged heavily, but without Japan's 
preparedness on these emergencies, there 
might have been more damages and casu¬ 
alties. The Japanese also gained worldwide 
praise with how they coped with such ad¬ 
versity. The discipline their people showed 
and the calmness by which they accepted 
reality left no doubt to the world that 
Japan will get right back up on their feet 
in no time. 


IOS 5 AMAZES PEOPLE...AGAIN 


THE "KING OF KINGS" 
DEFEATED BY REBELS 


ON OCTOBER 20, the rebel uprising in Libya took one 
huge step as the "King of Kings" and longtime ruler 
Muammar Gaddafi was killed by Libyan fighters in his 
hometown of Sirte. The Western-backed uprising 
against the country's leader of 42 years claimed its big¬ 
gest victory by pouring out to the streets while dancing 
jubilantly. Leaders have expressed optimism that this 
may be a start of a "new and united" Libya. 


INTERNATIONAL 


UN WELCOMES NEWEST 
MEMBER 

On July 9, South Sudan has finally gained in¬ 
dependence from Sudan after years of politi¬ 
cal unrest and constant civil wars. They were 
recognized as a member state of the United 
Nations on JULY 14. They are considered to 
be one of the poorest and unhealthiest na¬ 
tions, but in gaining independence and 
having an ample supply of oil, this nation 
has promising economic potential. 


INEWS^WORLffl 


AT LEAST 80 KILLED IN NORWAY ATTACK 
On JULY 22, the world was shocked by a brutal attack by 
a man who shot down teenagers at a summer camp in 
Norway, shortly after bombing the Norwegian capital of 
Oslo. Many felt that the event was Norway's "9/11", 
but is not linked to terrorist attacks. Later, the suspect, 
identified as Anders Behring Breivik, admitted to the 
heinous acts, but denies criminal responsibility. His acts 
were said to be motivated by anti-Muslim and 
anti-multicultural views. 


One of the biggest publications in England, 
shut down its operations on ^^^News of 
the World was caught in a scandal that 
accused them of hacking into a missing girl's 
cellphone, and possibly interfering 
with police investigations. 


MUBARAK ENDS 30-YEAR REIGN IN EGYPT 


In January, inspired by the successful Tunisian Revolution, millions of 
Egyptians gathered in protest to call for the resignation of President 
Hosni Mubarak. What was aimed to be a peaceful revolution still 
turned out to be somewhat violent between protesters and loyalists 
of the president. On FEBRUARY 11, Mubarak finally decides to step 
down from office. Though it would not be the end of the revolution, it 
certainly was a huge step towards change for Egypt. 


I DO, BRO 

On , the US Senate granted 

same-sex marriage in the state of 
New York, making it the largest 
state that allows gay marriages. It's 
a big win for the gay community, 
scoring a huge step forward to¬ 
wards being recognized equally. 


APPLE LOSES STEVE JOBS TWICE 

The Apple founder Steve Jobs succumbs to pancreatic cancer on October 
6 the day after iPhone 4S was launched. The illness also caused him to 
resign from his post as CEO back on AUGUST 24. The world mourned 
the loss of such an innovator who changed the world with gadgets that 
pioneered advancements in technology. In the meantime, iPhone 4S 
disappoints reviewers but still breaks sales records. 


FIRST ARTIFICIAL ORGAN 
TRANSPLANT | 

A man suffering from late stage 
tracheal cancer received a new 
windpipe on J U N E 9 using a 
breakthrough in medical technol¬ 
ogy. Doctors at the Karolinska Uni¬ 
versity Hospital in Sweden per¬ 
formed the first artificial organ 
transplant. Since the organ used is 
artificial (and used stem cells de¬ 
rived from the man being treated), 
there is no risk of organ failure. 
Should this method be widely 
used in the future, patients would 
no longer need to wait for com¬ 
patible donors if they would be in 
need of transplants. 


Apple launched the much anticipated iOS 5 update at 
the stroke of midnight and Apple 

fans were very much happy with the developments 
offered by the new OS. It boasts of applications such 
as iMessage that functions as a messenger similar to 
Blackberry's, the iCIoud which allows users to sync 
devices wirelessly, a Notification Center and a slew of 
other enhancements. 


THE FALL OF OSAMA BIN LADEN 


The mastermind of the 9/11 terrorist attack and the face of terror¬ 
ism for many years, Osama Bin Laden, was finally killed on 
MAY 2 in a daring US Military operation by troops from Navy 
SEAL Team Six, a top anti-terrorism unit. The public was not given 
the chance to view the remains of the fallen Al-Qaeda leader. How¬ 
ever, administration officials claim that DNA results have confirmed 
that they indeed taken out Bin Laden. His body was buried at sea 
not long after he was killed. 


ROYAL WEDDING 

The world stopped to watch the wedding of the year, as Prince 
William wed Kate Middleton. Their story captivated the world, as 
some kind of fairy tale love story of a commoner and a prince 
who overcame scrutiny from the world and fight for their love. 
The wedding drew prominent figures to the event, and 

the rest of the world seeing it through various media coverage. 


WHERE'S NOAH? - THE GREAT 
FLOOD OF THAILAND 

The Tropical Storm Nock-ten's landfall on JULY 31 caused 
flash floods in the country, and the La Nina did not help in 
their hope of the floods being subdued. As of late October, 
there is already a shortage of potable water supply, as floods 
have already contaminated their water supply. While Noah 
only had 40 days and 40 nights of flooding, Thailand is suffer¬ 
ing more than 90 days of it, and it is becoming more and more 
alarming as supplies are continuously being exhausted. 


JOHN PAUL II IS BEATIFIED 

On MAY 1, Pope Benedict XVI beatified his 
predecessor, John Paul II, moving the latter 
closer to sainthood. The beatification, which 
came in only six years after his passing, is the 
fastest to happen in modern times. 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TWIN TYPHOONS HIT ! 

The Bulacan province was ravaged by massive 
floods on SEPTEMBER 30 caused by twin typhoons 
that successively hit the country, bringing back 
memories of floods brought about by typhoon 
Ondoy back in 2009. Rescue operations have been 
set in motion, and relief operations were orga¬ 
nized by various groups to help the victims of the 
floods. The twin typhoons also caused the seawall 
in Roxas to break, causing floods in the metro, and 
damaged a number of properties, among which 
b- was the Sofitel Hotel. 


PLANK YOU! 


Rep. Winston Castelo of Quezon 
City was at the butt of jokes when 
his proposed "Anti-Planking Bill" 
went viral on SEPTEMBER 20, and 
was met by raised eyebrows 
online, saying the country has 
more problems to deal with than 
debate about planking. Castelo 
was inspired to author this bill 
after protesters "planked" on the 
streets during the transport strike 
the day before, saying the 
protesters are putting themselves 
in a dangerous position by doing 
such acts on the streets. 


THE FALL OF ANGELO REYES 

Former chief of National Defense Angelo 
Reyes died of a single, self-inflicted gunshot 
wound while visiting his mother's grave at 
Loyola Memorial Park in Marikina City on 
FEBRUARY 8. Reyes' name was being 
dragged in the senate probe regarding cor¬ 
ruption in the AFP. His testimony would 
have been valuable in the said investigation. 


ballot BOX 


OUTSOURCED, 
PHIUPPINE AlRUNES EDITION 


FAMILY MATTERS 


On OCTOBER 28, the eldest Ramon Revilla Sr.'s 9 
children to former actress Genelyn Magsaysay, Ramgen 
Revilla was murdered in their own home by an unknown 
assailant. Also hurt in the incident was his girlfriend, Janelle 
Manahan, while Ram's sister, Ramona "Mara" Bautista, 
according to her testimony, was taken by force and then left 
at Las Pinas. Manahan, however, said in her own testimony 
that Mara left on foot. The police on November 2 declared 
the case closed, and tabbed Mara Bautista and their younger 
brother Ramon Joseph "RJ" Bautista as the prime suspects in 
the murder of Ram. Police said personal differences between 
the siblings drove the suspects to murder their brother, and 
among the reasons is financial support. 


FISHKILLHITSBATANGAS 


About 800 metric tons offish were killed in 
Batangas on MAY 28, causing a major hit 
on fish supply in the metro. Climate change 
was believed to be the cause of the fishkill. 

The oxygen levels decreased with the 
sudden change of climate, preventing the 
fish from breathing, eventually killing them. 


THE DIVORCE BILL 


In the midst of intense debates regarding the 
Reproductive Health Bill, the congress started 
deliberating on a proposed Divorce Bill on 
K . It was expected to face stiff opposition, 
as it is being proposed in to a generally conserva¬ 
tive population. News that Malta passed their 
divorce bill into law left the Philippines as the , 
only country without a law on divorce. 


A confrontation between Davao Mayor Sara 
Duterte and the town Sheriff Abe Andres went viral 
on JULY 1, as the mayor punched the sheriff 
several times. As per reports, Mayor Duterte 
allegedly told Sheriff Andres to wait for her before 
demolishing houses in a contested property, but 
the sheriff went ahead without the mayor, insisting 
that he was following court order. 


NATIONAL 


ON CEASEFIRES AND VIOLATIONS 


Since 1978, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front has 
been fighting for an autonomous region for them¬ 
selves. Peace talks have come and gone with each 
government regime trying their hand to finally 
end the war in Mindanao. On OCTOBER 18, a unit 
of the Army's Special Forces was tasked to arrest 
an escaped rebel commander, but only met their 
doom, as 19 of these young soldiers were mur¬ 
dered by rebels in a clash in Al-Barka, Basilan. 
The MILF maintains that the unit was violating 
ceasefire agreements by attempting to assault a 
known MILF base camp, while the government is 
claiming that by murdering the 19 soldiers, the 
rebel troops have violated their ceasefire agree¬ 
ment. While the Palace insists on working "within 
cease-fire mechanisms" of the government's 
agreement with the rebels, they did somehow re¬ 
taliate by mounting an air and ground strike on a 
suspected position of a breakaway faction of the 
MILF in Zamboanga Sibugay on October 25. How¬ 
ever, some lawmakers see this action as a "misdi¬ 
rected" act of retaliation, meant to appease the 
public cry for justice for the fallen soldiers. 


MISS UNIVERSE SUCCESS 


The Philippines' Shamcey Supsup places 
third runner up in the Miss Universe 
Pageant held on SEPTEMBER 13. 
Despite not winning the title, Supsup 
did not disappoint with her showing in 
the competition. 


ON CRIMES IN MALL 


On September 15, a woman shot her husband and a 
security guard in a mall in Quezon City, wanting re¬ 
venge for her husband leaving her and their child. 
About a week later, on , a teenage 

boy shot his teen lover before shooting himself, in 
what is believed to be another passion crime. The 
events alarmed the public, as the crimes were done 
in very public places, and put into question the y 
methods by which security guards perform their/ 
security checks at mall entrances. J 


LARGEST CROC CAUGHT 

Locals in a small town in Agusan del Sur 
caught on SEPTEMBER 9, what is 
believed to be the largest crocodile in the 
world. Residents believed that it may have 
been the cause of the disappearance of a 
farmer and some water buffalos in the 
area. Guinness has yet to officially confirm 
the claim, but is planning to visit the town. 
Locals have named the croc "Lolong". 


POLL FRAUD SICKNESS 


The controversial "Hello Garci" scandal is 
still one of the hot topics in the investiga¬ 
tion of poll fraud in Maguindanao, and on 
OCTOBER 25, the Department of Justice 
issued subpoenas to former president 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, her husband 
Mike Arroyo, and former Comelec chair¬ 
man Benjamin Abalos among others. On 
October 27, they were also included in the 
government watch list, which requires 
them to seek approval from the govern¬ 
ment to be able to fly out of the country. 
However, GMA's camp appealed to the 
Palace that she be allowed to seek treat¬ 
ment abroad, as she has a "rare" disease. 
As of November 3, Justice Secretary Laila 
De Lima declared that GMA does not need 
immediate treatment abroad, and thus 
would not allow her to leave, stressing the 
I need to "uphold the rule of law". 


that would result to laying off a large number 
of employees or making them contractual 
workers in third-party providers. This was met 
with protests by employees of the airline com¬ 
pany, but on , the Office of the 

President has denied the appeal of the work¬ 
ers to stop the airline's outsourcing program. 


THE COCAINE EFFECT 


On FEBRUARY 24, llocos Sur Represen¬ 
tative Ronald Singson was sentenced to 18 
months in prison for drug trafficking in 
Hong Kong. His guilty plea lowered the 
supposedly 28 months normally sentenced 
to drug trafficking offenders. He would later 
resign from his position, which was 
assumed by his brother following a special 
election for the vacated seat. 


MERCI MERCIFULLY STEPS DOWN 


Controversial Ombudsman Merciditas Gutierrez 
tendered her resignation on APRIL 29, finally 
succumbing to public clamor calling for her 
resignation. Gutierrez was accused of making 
decisions favoring former President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo who is facing charges 
of corruption. 


Amid allegations of poll fraud. Senator Juan 
Miguel Zubiri resigned from his position on 
August 3. By his resignation, Zubiri said that he is 
not admitting fault, but rather to clear the dis¬ 
tractions it has caused. For his act, Zubiri was ap¬ 
plauded by palace officials and colleagues, and 
even by his rival, Koko Pimentel, who assumed 
the post Zubiri vacated on AUGUST J 5. 


THE MIDEO CRUZ INCIDENT 

The CCP was host to an art exhibit entitled Kulo, and 
was caught under fire as it featured controversial art¬ 
works bearing religious icons in what critics call blas¬ 
phemous illustrations. Mideo Cruz's "Poleteismo" 
was by far the most controversial among the 
artworks. On AUGUST 9, the CCP closed down the 
exhibit in response to appeals from various groups. 
These various groups do not include local artists, 
who claim that closing this exhibit down curtails 


WORLD POPULATION HITS 7 BILLION 

The world prepared as the 7th billion inhabitant of the 
planet was to be born on OCTOBER 31. By calculation and 
probability, the baby was expected to be born in the 
capital of India's most populous state, Uttar Pradesh. As 
the time drew near, however, a girl born in the Philippines 
laid first claim to the title of the 7 billionth baby born into 
the world. Baby Danica May Camacho was born a couple 
of minutes before midnight to become the UN-recognized 
7 billionth baby, despite many other parents across the 
globe claiming this for their baby. 















































































SMART 


SPORTS 


A DREAM MATO 


Las, Filipino basketball fans slapped their faces countless 

times because something they never thought could happen was realized at 
the historic Big Dome. The locked out superstars of the NBA teamed up to 
strut their stuff against a selection of pros from the PBA and later, the 
Smart-Gilas team in a back-to-back basketball extravaganza. Arguably the 
NBA's best player today, Kobe Bryant, teamed up with the youngest scoring 
champion, Kevin Durant, last year's MVP Derrick Rose, and former Rookie 
of the Year winners Chris Paul and Tyreke Evans, among others. The games 
were won by the NBA superstars, but the final scores hardly mattered, as 
the fans packed the Big Dome on both days just to see the unbelievable 
sight of NBA players dazzling them in a basketball court in the Philippines. 


NFL 

SEASON 

SAVED 


PACQUIAO WINS AGAINST MOSLEY 

On MAY 8, pound-for-pound king Manny Pacquiao domi¬ 
nated his mega-fight against Shane Mosley. In a bout that 
many wish would be a tune-up for a possible fight against the 
unbeaten Floyd Mayweather Jr., Pacman scored a knockdown 
in the third round but didn't finish off Mosley. Fight fans were 
a bit disappointed that they didn't see a knockout win. After 
the fight, Pacman's promoter Bob Arum declared that if Floyd 
wants to fight, he knows where to call. 


JAPAN WINS WOMEN'S WORLD CUP 

On JULY 18, the Japanese Women's Football 
team shocked the host United States team to 
win the World Cup on penalties. After suffer¬ 
ing one of the worst natural tragedies that hit 
their country, Japan was a sentimental favorite 
by the crowd. And they did not disappoint, 
with an inspiring performance in the tourna¬ 
ment, culminating in an exciting finals match 
that saw them come back from a deficit and a 
strong showing from the tournament favorites 
to force a penalty shootout. It was the first 
time in 26 tries that the Japanese beat the 
Americans in the tournament. 


At the end of the 2010 season, the NFL 
and the players had started a lockout. 

The situation turned messy as 
negotiations saw the players union 
decertified and the matter put to court. 

On , the players and the 

owners finally came to terms, and were 
able to start the NFL season in time. 


THE CHAMPIONS OF SEA 

Without the fanfare of their sports counter¬ 
parts such as the Gilas team and the Azkals, the 
Philippine Dragon Boat team culminated their 
campaign in the 10th International Dragon 
Boat Federation Championships in Tampa Bay, 
Florida by winning their fifth gold medal in the 
event on AUGUST 7. The team, unlike the 
more popular aforementioned teams, prides 
themselves as being composed of homegrown 
athletes, and won the hearts of the nation with 
their dedication in bringing honor to the coun¬ 
try. Though they lacked support from the Phil¬ 
ippine Olympic Committee and the Philippine 
Sports Commission, they got support from the 
private sector to be able to participate 
i this event. 


DALLAS MAVERICKS, NBA CHAMPIONS 

After years of being the team that could but never can win it all, 
the Dallas Mavericks finally won the NBA championship on 

against the star-studded Miami Heat in 6 games. Dirk 
Nowitzki is named Finals MVP as he helped the Mavs win its first 
championship in 31 years in the league. 


THE NBA LOCKOUT 

Following one of the most exciting playoff series in NBA 
history, the NBA Players Association and the team owners 
failed to reach an agreement regarding the Collective 
Bargaining Agreement and entered into a lockout beginning 
JULY 1. With sides taking strong stances, an agreement does 
not seem to be within the horizon, and has already cancelled 
the preseason games in October. Players have been trying to 
find other sources of income during the lockout, and 
superstars have considered playing overseas. 


WW 


PBA REVIVED ANEW 

After ending its contract with 
Solar, the Philippine Basketball 
Association awarded the rights 
to air its games to AKTV on 
JULY 8, and brought with it a 
new level of excitement. Unlike 
previous seasons where the 
rookie class is bannered by the 
best amateur and collegiate tal¬ 
ents in the country, this year's 
class includes players from the 
Smart-Gilas team. The recent 
success and attention that the 
Gilas team gained is a plus for 
the PBA, as fans of the national 
team all watch in anticipation if 
their beloved Gilas players can 
fare well against the pros. 


TROUBLE AT THE SPEEDWAY 


The last race of the IndyCar Season on 

was met by a horrific tragedy as 
Indy500 winner Dan Wheldon died of injuries 
sustained in the Las Vegas Motor Speedway. 
About 15 cars were involved in the crash, but 
Wheldon was the sole casualty in the accident. 
Some drivers have voiced their concern on the 
track's speed, but the Las Vegas Speedway's Presi 
dent defended the track, saying they conform 
toregulations by any sanctioning body. 




RIZAL STADIUM HOSTS FIRST 
INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL GAME IN 20 YEARS 

The Philippine Azkals continue their quest to bring football mania in 
this basketball-crazed country. The rising football fan base in the 
country got excited when it was announced that the Azkals will play 
their home game against Sri Lanka at the Rizal Stadium on JULY 3. 
The Philippines last hosted an international football match in 1991, 
and this is the first time that it will again host such an event. The 
stadium was renovated to conform to international standards. The 
Azkals did not disappoint in their game, as they followed up their 
first-leg draw with an amazing 4-0 domination in their home pitch.- 


Serbian Novak Djokovic claimed the No.l 
rank in the JULY 4 ATP rankings after 
advancing to the Wimbledon Finals for the 
first time in his career. This is yet another 
feather on the cap of Djokovic in his 
amazing 2011 campaign which has already 
seen him win 7 titles and have a 43-game 
win streak from December 2010 to June 
2011. He would go on to win Wimbledon A 
for his eighth title of 2011. 


PACQUIAO-MARQUEZ: 
FOURTH REMATCH? 

Probably the next best thing to 
a Mayweather-Pacquiao fight 
happened on NOVEMBER 13, 
when the "Pacman" Manny 
Pacquiao went toe to toe with 
"El Dinamita" Juan Manuel 
Marquez in a battle that should 
have erased all doubts as to 
who the better fighter is. How¬ 
ever, the fight stirred more 
controversy when Pacquiao 
won against Marquez via a 
majority decision. Many still 
believed that Marquez should 
have won that fight. Pacquiao's 
camp offers another rematch 
while Marquez is considering 
retirement. In the meantime 
though, Floyd Mayweather Jr. is 
allegedly seeking a fight with 
Pacquiao in May next year. 
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YOUNG TALENT TAKEN 
UNEXPECTEDLY 

AJ Perez, a young actor who looks to have 
a promising career ahead of him, met an 
accident on APRIL 17 while on his way 
back from a show in Dagupan. He sus¬ 
tained several head injuries when their 
vehicle was hit by a bus and a truck. He 
was pronounced dead at 12:20AM. s 
People were shocked and saddened by I 
the unexpected tragedy. M 


ANDI'S DADDY ISSUES 


Months of blind items and speculations culminated 
on JUNE 29, when the budding actress Andi 
Eigenmann's mom, Jadyn Jose confirmed that her 
daughter is indeed pregnant. Everyone wondered who 
the father of the child was. It was rumored that her 
first boyfriend, Albie Casino, another young, promising 
actor, broke up with Andi upon learning that she was 
pregnant. Andi was recently dating Jake Ejercito, son of 
former president Joseph Estrada. On September 5, > 
Andi herself named Albie as her baby's father. 


PHILIPPINE VOLCANOES 
GET NOTICED 


The country's national rugby team, known 
as the Philippine Volcanoes, caught the 
public attention in a rather unorthodox 
manner. Giant billboards from a local 
apparel store had the muscular athletes 
clad in their underwear that somewhat 
shocked the onlookers along EDSA. On 
JULY 7, Mandaluyong City Mayor Benhur 
Abalos ordered the billboards to be re¬ 
moved for being “inappropriate". 


BLACK-EYED GRADUATION 

OCTOBER 25 


MR. ATO Z ROCKS ARANETA 

The "Geek in the Pink" graced the 
Philippines with an acoustic concert 
that drew legions of fans to the 
Araneta Coliseum on OCTOBER 31. 

Fans could not stop gushing about 
their excitement to watch Jason Mraz 
perform on stage, and Mr. A to Z did 
not disappoint. The show started on 
time, with no front acts, and he was 
able to treat the crowd to a setlist of 
about 21 songs. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


TWO AND A HALF MEN" LOSES A MAN 
GAINS ANOTHER 


The top comedy series Two and a Half Men stopped production on 
FEBRUARY 24, and ultimately had an ugly divorce with one of the 
highest-paid personalities in television, Charlie Sheen. Sheen was 
caught in various scandals over late 2010 and early in 2011. Writers 
decided to kill off Sheen's character from the show, and on May 13, 
network executives announced that Ashton Kutcher was to fill in with a 
new role for the show. During the Emmys, Sheen admitted to having 
deserved to be fired from the show, and gave Kutcher his blessings. The 
September pilot of Kutcher-version of Two and a Half Men got mixed 
reviews ranging from really good to really bad. As of October, people 
k are still not definite if they think Kutcher is "winning" justyet^^^ 


OPRAH'S LAST GOODBYE 


On MAY 25, TV personality Oprah Winfrey's final 
show was aired on television. After years of inspir¬ 
ing women with her show, the Queen of Talk finally 
decided to call it a career. It was a star-studded 
event, with Oprah recalling the best times of her 
show. The emotional show ended with Oprah giving 
high-fives to the audiences, hugging her staff, and 
finally, walking out the door. 


Los Angeles Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
leaves office in January 2011, and on MAY 9, 
he and his wife, Maria Shriver publicly 
announced their separation in a joint 
statement. Their split was followed by the 
public closely, with Arnold later admitting to 
have fathered an illegitimate child with their 
longtime house help. 


The Black Eyed Peas electrified Filipinos in their much anticipated concert 
at the SM Mall of Asia Concert Grounds. Thousands 
flocked the concert grounds and the group did not disappoint with their 
trademark showmanship and elaborate stage designs. In an emotional 
part of the show, the group announced that they will be taking an 
indefinite “creative hiatus" after this concert. Fergie said that it's almost 
like a graduation for them, and having been able to perform in front of the 
^Philippine audience meant a lot to them. Apl.de.ap traces his roots in 
^^^ngeles, Pampanga, before he was adopted and taken to the US. As a 
tightly-knit group, they all have a certain affinity to Filipinos 
. % * because of Apl.de.ap A 


■ THAT'S HOTI-PARIS 
HILTON VISITS MANILA 

Celebrity socialite and hotel chain 
heiress Paris Hilton visited Manila 
on AUGUST 14 for a five-day tour 
for her local businesses; she is to 
open the Paris Hilton Beach Club 
in Manila and the Paris Hilton 
shop in Megamall. The "tweeti- 
verse" was filled with fan tweets 
about Paris Hilton's arrival, and 
adding to the excitement of her 
coming here was the fact that she 
lost some gadgets while on board 
the plane. Fans voiced disappoint¬ 
ment over the welcome Paris got, 
but airport officials said that tne 
gadgets were lost in the plane, and 
it was not under their discretion. 


AMY WINEHOUSE TRAGEDY 


They say that you'll never truly know a person's worth until they're 
gone. On JULY 23, that seemed true when news broke out that the 
troubled musician Amy Winehouse was found dead in her home. The 
talented 27-year-old jazz and soul prodigy was known to have battled 
drug and alcohol addiction. She joined a list of popular musicians who 
died at the age of 27. The list also includes Curt Cobain, Jim Morrison 
and Jimi Hendrix, to name just a few. 
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A ccording to Wikipedia.org, that well-known bastion of 
truth and accurate information, sports utility vehicles were 
actually descendants of military vehicles and they they’re 
popular to many consumers because of their off-road 
capabilities. Buyers are said to be attracted to its many 
qualities, such as larger cabins and better safety features. 
The chassis is usually similar to that of a light truck, 
thereby adding a sense of power to any user. Just go around 
the busy thoroughfares of Metro Manila in one of these 
vehicles and you’d probably arrive at the conclusion that 
you’d rather have an SUV over one of the more generic 
sedans. 

For our Playmate for the month of December, it holds an 
altogether different appeal and history to her. Esjhae tells 
us that her most reckless sexual encounter happened in 
one such vehicle. The automobile’s spacious interior proved 
to be the perfect venue for carnal pleasures with a partner. 
Quite a feat considering her statuesque figure, and the fact 
that it’s already such a risky maneuver for anybody. 

That hardly comes a surprise for someone who-when 


asked what she does to titillate her man to make him 
come to her-answered “Just say ‘Give it to me!”’ She is as 
straightforward as they come, a product of her being a true 
Cavitena. She is just being true to herself, she explains, as 
she does not want anyone to misconstrue any of her actions. 

This tall drink of sexiness professes her pride in being a 
morena beauty. “Some nationalities would do everything to 
have a color like mine,” she proudly says. “May mga babae 
rin nga na kung ‘di sila maputi...” she bluntly adds before 
stopping herself, perhaps just trying to be nice. 

Another striking thing about her is that she owns a pair 
of legs that seem to go on forever. “Yes, I consider it the 
sexiest part of my body,” she answers smiling. Just looking 
at those pair of heavenly delights is enough to make one 
look forward to buying a four-wheel drive. With an honest 
outlook on life and a sensuous attitude towards herself, 
not to mention a body that absolutely begs to be flaunted, 
Esjhae is one Playmate to keep an eye on. 

□ 
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SHE IS AS STRAIGHTFORWARD 
AS THEY COME , A PRODUCT OF 
HER BEING A TRUE CAVITENA. 

SHE IS JUST BEING TRUE TO HERSELF, SHE 
EXPLAINS, AS SHE DOES NOT WANT ANYONE TO 
MISCONSTRUE ANY OF HER ACTIONS. 
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ANOTHER STRIKING THING ABOUT HER 
IS THAT SHE OWNS A PAIR OF LEGS 
THAT SEEM TO GO ON FOREVER. 

"YES, ECONSIDER IT THE SEXIEST PART OF MY BODY," 
SHE ANSWERS SMILING. 
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PARTY 

JOKE 


I I ow do you know when you mistress has gained too much weight ? She 
fits into your wife’s clothes. 


O ne night a biker picked up a beautiful woman at a biker bar. When 
they arrived at her place, the woman pulled off his pants and was sorely 
disappointed to discover he had a very small cock. 

“Who do you plan on pleasing with this little thing?” she asked. 
Kissing her once again, the biker replied, “Me!” 


found the same man standing there once again. 

“Lady, do you have a vagina?” he asked. 

“Yes,” she replied, “I do.” 

“Wonderful,” the man said. “Then please tell your husband to please 
stop fucking my wife.” 

O ne evening a dapper 95-year-old man walked into an upscale bar 
and immediately spotted an attractive woman seated by herself. After 
sauntering over and sitting on her bar stool beside her, he said, “Hello, 
beautiful. Do you come here often?” 

O ne morning a husband and wife were eating breakfast together when 
the wife said, “You know, our new neighbor told me that she and her 
husband have sex evry day. Why can’t you do that ?” 

“Honey,” her husband replied, “I barely know the woman.” 

w 

VV hy do so many women fake orgasms ? Because so many men fake 
foreplay. 

“J3 addy,” a little boy said to his father one day, “How much does it 
cost to get married?” 

“I don’t know son,” the father replied. 

“I’m still paying.” 

j^^dter examining a woman who had been rushed into the emergency 
room, the doctor went out to the waiting room to speak to the woman’s 
husband. 

“I have to be honest with you,” the doctor said to the husband. “I didn’t 
like what I saw.” 

“Neither did I, doc,” the man replied. 

“But she’s great in the sack and really good with kids.” 


w, 


hat did the left testicle say to the right one ? 
“The guy in the middle is a dick.” 


I low do you make a lesbian like you? Don’t be a dick. 



T 

JL he woman was at home one afternoon when she 
heard a knock on the door. She opened it and found a 
strange man standing on her front step. 

“Lady, do you have a vagina?” He asked. 

Horrified, she slammed the door in the man’s 
face. 

The next morning, someone knocked on her 
door, and when she answered it, the same man 
was on her front step. 

“Do you have a vagina?” he asked again. 

She slammed the door in the man’s face again, 
and when her husband got home she told him 
everything that had happened. 

The husband said, “Tomorrow I’ll stay 
home, and if he knocks on the door again, 
answer it. If he asks you if you have a 
vagina, just say yes, and then I’ll pop 
out from behind you and tell him 
off.” The next day there was 
a knock on the door, and 
when the wife opened it she 


A woman went to see her therapist and told him she was having a 
problem with her husband. 

“Every time we’re in bed and he climaxes, he lets out this earsplitting 
yell,” she said. 

“That’s completely natural,” the therapist replied. “I’d hardly call that a 
problem.” 

“It’s a big problem,” she said, “because it wakes me up every night.” 


w,. 


hat do a lawyer and a prostitute have in common? Both are paid to 
get you off. 
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A JACK OF ALL 
TRADES ISN’T 
ALWAYS A MASTER 
OF NONE. JUST ASK 
JAMES FRANCO, 
HOLLYWOOD’S 
NOTORIOUS 
MULTI-TASKER. 
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Last time we checked, the 
33-year-old former Oscar award- 
nominee (for 127hours) and Golden 
Globe award winner (for his 
portrayal as James Dean in a 2001 
biopic) is also a notable painter and 
conceptual artist, a published author, 
a screenwriter, producer and director 
who had films screened in well- 
known festivals such as Sundance 
and Cannes. 

He is also known as a super¬ 
student. The public and the media first 
witnessed Franco's hyper-productive 
student life when he re-enrolled in 
UCLA back in 2006 to finish his 
degree in English, which he left in his 
first year in college to pursue acting. 

Sure, this had been done before. 
Other high-profile celebrities like 
Jodie Foster and Natalie Portman 
also juggled acting and school but 
Franco did it incredibly well, earning 
his degree in just two years, at one 
time taking up 62 course credits in a 
single semester. He also finished with 


an above average grade, a GPA of 
3.5, despite spending a lot of time out 
of the school to work on film projects 
such as Spider-Man 3 and Milk. 

As if one diploma wasn't enough, 
the Rise of the Planet Apes star further 
displayed his crazy appetite for 
education by attending graduate 
programs on English, fiction writing, 
poetry and filmmaking in four different 
schools simultaneously. 

Presently, Franco is earning his PhD 
in English at Yale and will soon teach 
a film course at New York University. 
Yes, this is the same guy who played 
a stoner (very well) in the 2008 
comedy Pineapple Express. 

Outside school and movie sets, 
Franco also keeps himself busy by 
directing his own films, collaborating 
with different artists in mounting 
art exhibits, or starring in comedic 
sketches for the website Funny or Die. 

In 2009, he also landed himself a 
gig in General Hospital, America's longest- 
running soap opera. 


His experience in the production, 
where he plays multimedia artist 
named "Franco," was the subject of 
one of his exhibits. 

He also used to be one of the 
most active celebrity Twitter users. In 
fact, he did the quite rebellious act 
of tweeting while hosting the 2011 
Academy Awards earlier this year. 

He did, however, delete his account 
eventually. 

With all his side projects and 
interests, Hollywood continues to 
embrace Franco. Currently, he is 
in the middle of filming Oz: The Great 
and Powerful Disney's much-awaited 
prequel to L. Frank Baum's The 
Wonderful Wizard of OZ. 

The public, meanwhile, continues 
to either be amazed or baffled by his 
"antics." With all its ups and downs, 
and twists and turns, his real life seems 
to be a pretty material for a film. No 
wonder some people think everything 
he has done is all an act, an 
elaborate piece of performance art. 


One thing is for sure, this guy's 
doing everything he wants to do, and 
doing these extraordinarily well. 

Last August, the modern-day 
Renaissance man opened up to 
PLAYBOY USA about his extra busy 
life, his break-up with his long-time 
girlfriend and the inside story on his 
bizarre hosting at the Oscars. 

Franco, who has been a subject 
of gay rumors before, also speaks up 
about his supposed fascination for 
gay or bisexual roles, and why he 
had carved the name of late actor 
Brad Renfro on his shoulder with a 
switchblade. 

Did he really drive Lindsay Lohan 
nuts? Does he ever think of himself as 
a mere "actor-for-hire?" "What else 
is left for him to do?" These are some 
of the questions the actor gamely 
answers in this no-holds-barred 
interview. (Christelle Belmonte) 

O 
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PLAYBOY INTERVIEW: JAMES FRANCO 

A candid conversation with the actor-director-writer-artist-student about being 
Hollywood’s most legendary multitasker and the controversies that follow him 


To many, James Franco boasts the most enviable—or is it annoying?—resume in 
show business. Although only 33, he has spent the pastfew years wowing his fans and 
aggravating his critics by doing too much and doing much of it extremely well. Take 
just this past year or so: The offbeat, unpredictable star grabbed a best actor Oscar 
nomination for 127 Hours, in which he plays Aron Ralston, the stranded real-world 
mountaineer who amputated his own arm to save himself. He also played Beat poet 
Alim Ginsberg in Howl and squeezed in supporting roles with Steve Car ell and Tina Fey 
in Date Night, Julia Roberts in Eat Pray Love and Natalie Portman in Your Highness. 

On TV he continued a recurring self-reflexive stint as a mysterious artist on the long- 
running soap General Hospital. 

For most people that would be a rich, full year. But Franco also earned his MFA at 
Columbia University while simultaneously attending NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts, 
pursuing a Ph.D. in English at Yale and studying digital media at Rhode Island School 
of Design, and also, for good measure, became one of 20 students selected out of 400 
applicants for the 2012 Ph.D. literature and creative writing program at the University 
of Houston. He published a book of interlaced tales of teen disaffection, Palo Alto. His 
conceptual art projects for major galleries and museums—in which his celebrity and 
public persona were as much context as subject—dovetailed with his well-known 
presence on Twitter. He also continued to direct films, including one about backstage 
life on Saturday Night Live, as well as the award-winning black-and-white The Feast of 
Stephen, in which a young dweeb gets beaten up for fantasizing about the hobbling 
private parts of naked young bucks playing pickup basketball. Then, atop TV interviews 
in which many noted his poise, smarts and trippy different drummer-ness, he baffled 
many viewers with his deadpan, too-cool co-hosting of the 2011 Oscars ceremony, 
actually tweeting during the show. 

Is it any surprise the actor now openly wonders if he faces a backlash from even 
stalwart Franco-philes? 

Few actors are the subject of as much fascination and speculation. Sure, he’s an 
undisputed talmt, but is he also a showboat performance artist using acting andfame 


as his canvas? Is he a professional superstudent, capable of achieving an above-35 
grade-point average while taking 62 credits a quarter and maintaining a red-hot movie 
career? Is he a dyed-in-the-wool artist and eccentric, or does he merely get off on playing 
weird? Is he straight, gay, bi, or is he too busy with lofty artistic pursuits to bother with 
worldly pleasure? Is he a true Renaissance man or a gifted, overachieving gadfly? 

Franco grew up in Palo Alto, California, the first of three boys raised by Betsy, a 
children’s book author, and Douglas, who runs a nonprofit agency and a shipping 
container company. Talented in both painting and math but shy around girls, Franco 
interned briefly at Lockheed Martin. During high school, he not only starred in plays but 
also entangled himself in a series of infractions (including drinking, theft and tagging) 
that led to his being put on probation. He straightened up, improved his grades and 
entered UCLA as an English major but dropped out after his freshman year to pursue 
acting. His first big break was on the TV cultfavorite Freaks and Geeks, followed by a 
much-talked-aboutperformance as James Dean in a TV biopic. Then came Spider- 
Man —though Tobey Maguire beat him outfor the lead role. Two sequels followed but 
so too did smaller, edgier movies such as An American Crime and The Dead Girl, as well 
as several uncredited roles in The Green Hornet, Knocked Up and Nights in Rodanthe. He 
scored grand slams in Pineapple Express and Milk, and he’s a regular presence on the 
Funny or Die website, in videos that often feature his family members. 

We sent Contributing Editor Stephen Rebello, who last interviewedJosh Brolin for 
PLAYBOY, to meet with Franco in a studio in a historic building in Manhattan’s artsy 
Chelsea neighborhood. “Franco was a trip, ” says Rebello. “He’s highly verbal, though ful, 
generous, unapologetically eccentric and apparently so comfortable in his own skin 
that he seems to welcome the chance to shed light on his utterly unique head space and 
unconventional behavior—but only some light, mind you. As serious and dedicated as 
he is about his art and his education, his jokester’splayfulness gives you the sense that he 
enjoys challenging people’s notions of celebrity, behavior and masculinity. A movie star 
who might morph into a fascinating director, he refuses to be tamed, categorized, boxed 
in or defined. That may turn out to be his greatest act of rebellion yet. ” 


PLAYBOY: In the past five years alone you’ve starred in 
numerous movies, including 127 Hours, Pineapple Express, 
Howl, Eat Pray Love and Milk, published a book as well as 
short fiction in major magazines, appeared in a recurring role 
on General Hospital , guest starred on 30 Rock , hosted the 
Oscars, directed short films and mounted big art projects at 
international museums and galleries. You also earned a B.A. 
in English from UCLA, got an MFA from Columbia, studied 
filmmaking at NYU, are now completing a doctorate in English 
at Yale and have been accepted into the literature and creative 
writing Ph.D. program at the University of Houston. Isn’t this a 
bit much? 

FRANCO: I don’t know, but the first short film I ever directed, 
years before I even went to film school at NYU, is about a boy 
who is introduced to the concept of his own mortality when his 
goldfish dies. He says to his parents, “I don’t want to die,” and 
though they say he shouldn’t worry because there’s plenty of 
time, they don’t really comfort him. So he thinks, I have to do 
everything now. He gets a neighbor girl to marry him, gets a 
job, starts a family. Although I’ve changed and relaxed a bit, my 
behavior shows I’ve thought along those lines for quite a while. 
PLAYBOY: When it comes to your academic work, how do you 
react when journalists and bloggers accuse you of skating by on 
your fame? 

FRANCO: It’s a great thing. When people heard I was in all 
these academic programs, the reaction for some person I don’t 
even know was to take a picture of me sleeping at Columbia. It 


wasn’t even in class; it was a 10 P.M. optional guest lecture. But 
people love to post that picture on the internet and criticize me 
for taking a spot away from somebody else who would really care 
about the lecture. People sleep in class at all my schools all the 
time and nobody posts their pictures. 

PLAYBOY: Why is it a great thing to be dissed or 
underestimated? 

FRANCO: Because if someone from Gawker or any of those 
blogs wants to say I’m “the superstudent” or “the stoner 
student,” it takes the edge off this public persona that others 
have created for me. I can just slip under the radar and do my 
work without being bothered. They will perceive you however 
they want to anyway. 

PLAYBOY: Have you ever run into anyone who’s written smack 
about you? 

FRANCO: People from these horrible blogs came to my book 
party for Palo Alto last year. Normally I don’t care, but it’s like 
your worst enemy showing up at your birthday party, like, “Why 
are you here? Get the fuck out of my party.” But it gave me a 
chance to see that a lot of the people writing for these blogs 
are just people my age who are in the same writing programs I 
was—or trying to get into those programs. So it was like, “Oh, 
so you’re just one of my classmates who doesn’t like me. That’s 
what this is all about?” 

PLAYBOY: With so many classrooms to choose from, how do 
you get along with your classmates? 

FRANCO: The scariest environment I’m engaged in is the 


English department at Yale. Everybody is there because they’re 
smart. It’s one thing to turn in a paper to your professor, who 
reads it in private, but when you have to read that paper in front 
of the whole class, that is terrifying and intimidating. 

PLAYBOY: You strike lots of people as being cool, 
unconventional and mysterious. Do you ever think that not 
breaking a sweat while you’re furiously multitasking riles some 
people? 

FRANCO: I ve been perceived as this guy yelling, “Hey, look 
at me. I want attention.” I’m not going to school to get articles 
written about me. I’m just going to school. But the fact that I’m 
going to school or that someone takes a picture of me sleeping 
is like, “We’re gonna jump on that and criticize him for his 
antics.” What antics? I write. I make movies. I’m going to 
school. I hosted the Oscars. I take these projects seriously. 
PLAYBOY: Some might question how seriously you took co¬ 
hosting the Oscars show with Anne Hathaway. 

FRANCO: When they asked me to do it, I laughed and said, 
“How am I going to get out of this?” I had one of the best acting 
experiences working with [director] Danny Boyle on 127 Hours, 
and we made something great. The studio was making a push 
for my best actor nomination, and people had been talking 
about it. At the time I thought no one had won an Oscar the year 
they hosted the show—I learned later that David Niven had, 
about 50 years ago—and I thought my hosting the show would 
cut down my chances, take some of the pressure off and say to 
people, or at least to myself, “You’re not going to worry 
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about this.” I had done a bit for the Oscars 
before with Seth Rogen that was a big hit. I felt 
confident I could do it. I mean, what are the 
host’s responsibilities? You have an opening 
monologue, maybe a bit or two in the middle 
of the show, and then the rest is just reading 
names. They knew I could rehearse only on 
weekends because of school, but how much do 
you have to rehearse? They told me they knew 
I wasn’t Chris Rock and that they had designed 
the show around me. 

PLAYBOY: How did it go so wrong? 

FRANCO: It’s hard to talk about because it’s 
like assigning blame—not a fun thing to do. 
For three or four weeks we shot the promos and 
the little film that played in the opening. In 
the last week, when we really started focusing 
on the script for the live show and did a run- 
through, I said to the producer, “I don’t know 


I’ve been trained as an actor to respond to 
circumstances, to the people I’m working with, 
and not to force anything. So I thought I would 
be the straight man and she could be the other, 
and that’s how I was trying to do those lines. I 
felt kind of trapped in that material. I felt, This 
is not my boat. I’m just a passenger, but I’m 
going down and there’s no way out. 

PLAYBOY: Why did you tweet during the 
show? 

FRANCO: As a way to say, “Whatever you’re 
seeing and hearing, those are other people’s 
words. I’m lifting the curtain and you can see 
a little bit of what’s going on.” It was cutting- 
edge. No host has ever done that—given you 
that kind of alternative glimpse. I was trying to 
do the best job I could. I didn’t try to sabotage 
the show. I didn’t get high. I went to the 
rehearsals I said I was going to. I played the 


followers? 

FRANCO: I couldn’t do TWitter the 
conventional way. I resisted the idea of posting 
comments, opinions; I felt they weren’t worth 
anything. I also felt that if I had something 
worth saying, I’d put it in an essay or a story, 
not on TWitter. So I thought TWitter was where 
I’d post cool photos and videos—a kind of 
collage, an outlet where I could just throw my 
scraps—and I posted some of a big art project I 
was doing. I knew people in the art community 
would see them as art, but they were perceived 
as something else. 

PLAYBOY: Like maybe subliminal porn? 
FRANCO: I thought, It’s my account; I can 
post anything I want here. But I had underage 
followers on TWitter. Don’t follow me or Lady 
Gaga if you’re underage. Some companies I 
work with reminded me that my image is now 


when I could actually think and decide, Is 
this worth it? You respond to someone and it 
immediately goes out to hundreds of thousands 
of people and becomes a big thing that people 
report. For me TWitter is a dangerous thing. 
PLAYBOY: Vilanch was presumably one of 
many writers for the Oscars show who thought 
having you don Marilyn Monroe drag was a 
good idea. 

FRANCO: I was so pissed about that I was 
deliberately going to fall onstage and hopefully 
my dress would fall off or something—they 
couldn’t blame that on me; I was in high heels. 
The plan had been that I was going to sing 
as Cher and then Cher was going to come out 
onstage; that got axed when Cher and the song 
from Burlesque weren’t nominated. I told 
them, “Look, this is the thing people are going 
to talk about, the images they will take away 



PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID ROSE 


“I’ve been perceived as this guy yelling. \Hey, look 
at me. I want attention. ’ I’m not going to school 
to get articles written about me. I’m just going 
to school. I write. I make movies. I’m going to 
school. I take these projects seriously.” 


“I had a friend in school, and there were rumors 
that we were gay. Those rumors were started 
by—who knows?—people who were jealous, 
people who had been picked on. I like it now that 
people said I was gay. It’s kinda cool. ” 


“Here’s my guess: Critics will he out to kill this 
movie and blame me for it just because they are 
out to kill me. Last year people were pretty nice. 
This is the year when people are going to have fun 
going after me. ” 


why you hired me, because you haven’t given 
me anything. I just don’t think this stuff’s 
going to be good.” 

PLAYBOY: Many knocked you for appearing 
blase, bored, out of it, having little chemistry 
with Anne Hathaway. 

FRANCO: After the show everybody was so 
happy, and Bruce Cohen, the show’s producer, 
hugged me and said, “Steven Spielberg just 
told me it was the best Oscars ever!” As far as 
having low energy or seeming as though I 
wasn’t into it or was too cool for it, I thought, 
Okay, Anne is going the enthusiastic route. 


lines as I thought they should be played. 
PLAYBOY: Soon after the Oscars, you took 
your TWitter account private. Cause and effect? 
FRANCO: Someone at an event asked, “Why 
is your TWitter account closed?” I said, “Yeah, 
it’s over. I’m not on it anymore,” and suddenly 
it became “James Franco declares social media 
is over.” Which is like saying nobody’s going to 
talk on the telephone anymore. 

PLAYBOY: Was that actually a photo of your 
hand down the crotch of your jeans—and even 
possibly a glimpse of your junk—to which you 
allegedly tweeted a link to your 350,000-plus 


connected with their image and they were not 
happy. 

PLAYBOY: You also seemed to have gotten 
into a post-Oscars TWitter skirmish with Bruce 
Vilanch, who was one of the writers for the 
Oscars show. All in all, then, have you tweeted 
your last public tweet? 

FRANCO: Somebody writes or says something 
about you that can be upsetting, and your first 
reaction is to want to write back—and usually 
the first reaction is an angry one. I personally 
do not do my best thinking when I’m angry. 
Before TWitter, I always had that buffer period 


from the show.” I mean, think about it—Anne 
Hathaway sang a song about Hugh Jackman, 
who not only wasn’t nominated, I don’t think 
he even had a movie out last year. So whatever. 
I just didn’t want to fight anymore, even when 
they said, “You’ll come out as Marilyn Monroe. 
It’ll be funny.” Me in drag is not funny. Me in 
drag as Cher trying to sing like her is a thing. 
That didn’t happen, so then I just didn’t want 
to argue anymore. I was going with their 
program; I wanted to do the material they gave 
me, not be one of the many cooks doing the 
writing. There were a lot of cooks who 
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shouldn’t have been cooking but were allowed 
to. There were some cooks my manager tried to 
bring in, like Judd Apatow, who wrote some very 
funny stuff that wasn’t used. 

PLAYBOY: Asking a movie heartthrob to wear 
drag on the Oscars could be seen as something 
done for cheap laughs. But you’ve never shied 
away from playing gay or bisexual characters, 
in James Dean, Milk, Howl. Speculation about 
your sexuality has followed you for a long time. 
How did that start? 

FRANCO: I had a close friend in school, and 
there were rumors that we were gay. Those 
rumors were started by—who knows?—people 
who were jealous, people who had been picked 
on, girls who had been picked on. So they 
started these rumors. I like it now that people 
said I was gay. It’s kind of cool. 

PLAYBOY: What was it like for you in 2008 
when Page Six of \Y\eNew York Post ran a 
blind item about a hunky closeted gay actor 
who got nicknamed the Gay Rapist? You 
were among the actors most often guessed by 
Gawker readers. 

FRANCO: That was the first time I experienced 
anything like that. It started when we got this 
call from two rag magazines that said, “This 
guy called and said he’s been dating James 
Franco for six months and just broke up with 
him because James beat him up, and he’s filed 
a police report.” My lawyer said, “Run that and 
we will sue because there has been no police 
report filed.” They didn’t run the stories. My 
lawyer looked up the Facebook page of the guy 
I’d supposedly been dating, and it turned out 
he’s actually a young lawyer himself. Anyway, 

I think his Facebook page mentioned me as 
his “dream date” or something. Well, if I’d 
been dating him for six months, why was I his 
dream date? 

PLAYBOY: Did you know this guy? 

FRANCO: No. When my lawyer called and 
asked about it, the guy freaked out and said, 
“Oh yeah, I heard about that too. So weird. I 
don’t know James.” It stopped the story. Then 
Gawker picked that up and did this “Gay 
Rapist” story that was so fucking offensive 
because I have friends who have been raped. 
They did a very classy online reader’s poll 
asking which actor who had a big movie out 
that summer had beaten up and raped his 
boyfriend and then paid him off so it wouldn’t 
go to court. The poll had me, Will Smith, 
Christian Bale and maybe Tom Cruise or some 
others, and the readers voted for me. Because 
it was just an innocent poll, they could report 
this. 

PLAYBOY: Could you and your attorneys do 
anything? 

FRANCO: My lawyer called them and said that 
it was completely untrue and to take it down. 
They said, “Well, we’re just reporting what the 
New York Post told us. If James wants to make 
a comment on our blog, we’re happy to report 
it.” It was a choice. Either let this thing build 
and become bigger and bigger, or just let it go 
and let them be the petty scumbags that they 
are. It was a shame that at the same time I 
became involved in this completely false and 
offensive story, I was in Milk, a movie I felt 
strongly about. Some more great rumors will 


be coming up. 

PLAYBOY: What do you mean? 

FRANCO: I have a film coming up that I 
directed about the poet Hart Crane, and I give a 
blow job in that movie. 

PLAYBOY: After playing movie icon James 
Dean, a male prostitute in the 2002 movie 
Sonny , Harvey Milk’s activist lover in Milk, 

Beat poet Allen Ginsberg in Howl —let alone 
the exploration of masculinity in your book 
Palo Alto and the homoerotic imagery in your 
short movie The Feast of Stephen —is it fair to 
say you have a fascination with gay or bisexual 
characters? 

FRANCO: “Straight” and “gay” are fairly 
recent phenomena. One of the things the 
great book Gay New York: Gender, Urban 
Culture and the Making of the Gay World, 
1890-1940 is about is the way those labels 
have changed behavior. Between World War I 
and World War II, straight guys could have sex 
with other guys and still be perceived as straight 
as long as they acted masculine. Whether you 
were considered a “fairy” or a “queer” back 
then wasn’t based on sexual acts so much as 
outward behavior. Into the 1950s, 1960s and 
so on, the straight and gay thing came up 
based on your sexual partner. Because of those 
labels, you do it once and you’re gay, so you 
get fewer guys who are kind of in the middle 
zone. It sounds as though I’m advocating for 
an ambiguous zone or something, but I’m 
just interested in the way perception changes 
behavior. 

PLAYBOY: Although you’ve often invited 
dialogue and speculation about your screen 
image and your offscreen life, one area you’ve 
kept pretty quiet is your long-term relationship 
with actress Ahna O’Reilly. 

FRANCO: It’s over. That lasted about four or 
five years. We’d been living together in L.A. and 
then came to New York to go to school for two 
years. Then I signed up for more school at Yale. 
I think that was it for her. 

PLAYBOY: One last thing about the Oscars. 

You and this year’s best actress Oscar winner, 
Natalie Portman, are in the medieval stoner 
fantasy-adventure Your Highness, your first 
post-Oscars ceremony release. It was reamed 
by critics and at the box office. Was it backlash? 
FRANCO: I didn’t write that movie. I was just 
doing my job. I think I’m fine in it. They knew 
there were problems with that movie a year 
ago. Just because it comes out after the Oscars, 
it’s like “Oh, here’s backlash.” Well, you have 
the year’s best actress Oscar winner in it, so 
wouldn’t that boost ticket sales? And people 
want to blame me for that? It’s just ridiculous. 
There’s this feeling about me like, “He’s doing 
too many things. Let’s get him.” 

PLAYBOY: Will they “get you” for your new 
movie Rise of the Planet of the Apes, a prequel 
to the five-movie series that began in 1968 with 
Planet of the Apes? 

FRANCO: Here’s my guess: Critics will be 
out to kill this movie and blame me for it just 
because they are out to kill me. Last year people 
were pretty nice. This is the year when people 
are going to have fun going after me. I don’t 
feel the same way about Rise of the Planet of 
the Apes as I do about 127 Hours or Milk. It 


was a different kind of acting. 

PLAYBOY: Was the movie fun to make? 
FRANCO: Because I’m in the digital and 
media department at Rhode Island School of 
Design, it was fascinating for me to get to work 
with Weta Digital, the company that also did 
The Lord of the Rings Avatar. I also got 

to work with Andy Serkis, who plays the ape 
Caesar and did a lot of motion capture. I never 
thought of this movie as an example of my 
creativity. I was an actor for hire. But people 
still have it out for me, so they’re going to go 
after the movie. 

PLAYBOY: In Rise of the Planet of the Apes 
you play a scientist who, in the name of 
Alzheimer’s research, genetically alters the 
ape that eventually leads a simian revolution 
against mankind. How is your movie different 
from the 2001 Tim Burton-directed Planet of 
the Apes, let alone the original hwApes movies, 
which have a huge cult following? 

FRANCO: They haven’t shown me the movie 
yet, so I don’t know what the result is. I did 
reshoots, and it sounds to me the final movie 
will be different from the screenplay, which 
had a lot of character development. The movie 
seems to be more action now. I went and did 
my job, and I’m supposed to be a scientist. I 
feel pretty confident that I did that. 

PLAYBOY: Audiences liked the apes talking in 
the original Planet of the Apes movies, so how 
do you think the more realistic but silent apes 
will go over? 

FRANCO: What strikes me, looking back 
at those movies now, is that they had really 
good actors, including Kim Hunter and Roddy 
McDowall, in these crazy masks, and they 
were having pretty interesting philosophical 
conversations about society, the ethics of 
interacting with other societies and mysterious 
cultures. It’s fun to see those kinds of 
conversations and issues. In the later movies 
it becomes about race and social upheaval, so 
the movies were kind of comments on current 
issues. The older movies can get away with that 
with their cult value. Rise of the Planet of the 
Apes is not a bunch of apes sitting around 
having philosophical discussions. 

PLAYBOY: In 2009 you began what eventually 
turned out to be 44 appearances on the TV soap 
General Hospital. Were you fulfilling some 
longtime ambition? 

FRANCO: Generally, people think actors 
start on soaps, and if they can, they move up 
the ladder. Early in my career I auditioned 
for soaps and didn’t get on them. Until going 
on General Hospital, I was like, “Of course 
I’m not going to go on a soap, that lower 
form of entertainment.” I don’t view it that 
way anymore; it’s all entertainment, just for 
different audiences. Some people like Celine 
Dion, some people like Black Rebel Motorcycle 
Club or whatever. 

PLAYBOY: And some like both. Whose idea 
was it for you to do General Hospital ? 
FRANCO: Theirs. All I said to them was that I 
wanted the character to be an artist and to be 
crazy. I got better material than I could ever 
have asked for. Yes, it was very soapy and a little 
cheesy, but because it was a soap opera, we were 
foregrounding the fact that we knew it was very 


soapy and a little cheesy. And the great thing is, 
the dialogue wasn’t that far from conversations 
you might have at a gallery opening. 
PLAYBOY: Your character was named 
Franco, and the episodes made so many direct 
references to the career of James Franco that 
the whole thing felt like performance art. 
FRANCO: I decided to do it not quite knowing 
what the impact would be, just thinking it 
would be exciting to turn myself over to a 
different kind of circumstance, a different kind 
of storytelling and do a different kind of acting. 

I thought people would be surprised, but there 
was a huge reaction. It was the same General 
Hospital, but because I was on it, people were 
suddenly watching it in a new way. It was like 
there was a rupture in everything. Because they 
called the character Franco, people were doubly 
aware. People watching might have been 
questioning, “What’s going on here? Is it an art 
thing? Is it a weird act? What is it?” I wanted to 
put a frame around the work. Part of the beauty 
of the project for me is that we weren’t making 
fun of soap opera fans or throwing a pie in the 
face of the art world. We were bringing them all 
together, and the network got tons of attention. 
The New York Times was suddenly writing 
about General Hospital. 

PLAYBOY: ABC announced the cancellation 
of the long-running TV soaps One Life to Line 
and All My Children. How do you feel about 
rumors that General Hospital may face the 
same fate? 

FRANCO: I’m upset, because I have some 
big plans. In June of last year the sets from 
the show were presented as sculptures that 
the character Franco ostensibly made for the 
Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, 
and there we were at MOCA Pacific Design 
Center with soap fans and museum patrons, 
all watching the same thing. Being on the 
show got me thinking about how it could be 
developed further. I was going to art events 
and talking to artist friends, who said, “Wow, 
this is really cool.” I realized a lot of genuine 
contemporary artists would love that kind 
of platform and could appear on the show. 

I’ve wanted to do something even bigger that 
involves General Hospital, MOCA and ABC, so I 
hope we can still pull that off. 

PLAYBOY: Your grandmother, whom you 
made famous in a video about why people 
shouldn’t be squeamish about seeing 127 
Hours, owns a prominent art gallery. Your 
mother, who also played your character’s 
mother on General Hospital, is an editor and 
children’s book author. Your youngest brother, 
Dave, with whom you’ve done hilarious, 
self-referential videos on Funny or Die, is a 
fast-rising actor. Your younger brother, Tom, is 
an illustrator and sculptor. If you hadn’t turned 
out to be artistic and creative, might you have 
been banished from the family? 

FRANCO: [Laughs] We’re all really close. 

Tom lives in Oakland, and we don’t see him 
as much. Davy’s the most social; he was 
homecoming king and was named best looking 
in the yearbook. I actually don’t see Davy as 
much anymore, but he lives in Los Angeles. We 
lived together. All my friends have become his 
friends, and we collaborate on projects. 
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PLAYBOY: What were you like growing up in 
Palo Alto, in the San Francisco Bay area? 
FRANCO: Up until high school, I played 
soccer, baseball and basketball. I was never the 
best at those things. I tried to play sports my 
freshman year of high school, but I figured out 
that I didn’t like them. 

PLAYBOY: What were your earliest jobs? 
FRANCO: When I was 13 or 14 my dad got me 
a job working the counter at a coffee shop. It 
sucked. I read books when the place was empty 
and got let go when the assistant manager told 
the boss he’d found $2 in one of the aprons and 
said I was trying to steal. It turns out he had 
taken, like, $10,000. Later, when I wanted a car 
and my parents said they’d match whatever 
I could pay, I got a job driving carts at the 
Palo Alto Golf Course. I would read stuff like 
Naked Lunch in the cart, and they let me go 
when they caught me reading the sequel to A 
Separate Peace. Another summer I got a job 
with a friend on his father’s constmction crew, 
but we just got high every day. 

PLAYBOY: Your father now runs a nonprofit 
and a shipping container business. Did he try to 
steer you toward a practical career? 

FRANCO: I was good in math, and I think 
my father was overjoyed when I was given 
an internship at Lockheed Martin. But that 
experience showed me I never wanted to work 
in that environment. 

PLAYBOY: You’ve spoken in the past about 
having sold your junior high school classmates 
sample bottles of cologne stolen from 
department stores. Sometimes you’d urinate in 
the bottles and give them away just before a big 
dance to guys you didn’t like. What’s the extent 
of the trouble you got into as a kid? 

FRANCO: I was arrested for a lot of petty 
crimes. It added up. I was a ward of the court 
and was put on probation. Finally, I’d had 
enough chances, but they gave me one final 
chance, and fortunately I didn’t get into any 
trouble after that. Otherwise I guess it could 
have been like Lindsay Lohan, when she’s on 
probation and then she’s accused of stealing 
a necklace, and it’s a kind of small thing that 
becomes a big thing. It’s like probation doesn’t 
end. 

PLAYBOY: Speaking of Lohan, in 2007 gossip 
writers reported that your alleged refusal to 
accept her gift of an expensive watch and 
ignoring her at a post-Golden Globes party 
sent her off to Wonderland Center days later. 
FRANCO: I bought a house that had belonged 
to the film director Bob Rafelson, across the 
street from the Chateau Marmont, right behind 
where the old Marlboro Man billboard used to 
be. Somebody after Rafelson had remodeled 
some of the rooms into weird shapes, so while I 
was remodeling, I stayed at the Chateau, where 
Lindsay had been living a few years. We became 
friends, but there was no romantic connection. 

I don’t think I broke her heart. I don’t think 
her going to rehab had anything to do with 
feelings she might or might not have had. 
PLAYBOY: Getting back to your high school 
days, when did sex enter the picture? 

FRANCO: When I was about 12 my mom left 
one of those puberty development books for 
me to find on the table, like, “Oh, what’s this 


doing here?” When I was in seventh grade 
some eighth-grade friends showed me my first 
porno—a weird one. I haven’t seen anything 
like it since. The woman put her head in a 
toilet bowl. More friends started finding their 
parents’ pornos or whatever, and we’d watch 
them together. 

PLAYBOY: Was the pom watching for 
guys only? 

FRANCO: There would be these weird get- 
togethers with a group of guys and a group of 
girls, but there was no penetration or anything, 
just fondling. You wouldn’t even kiss, really, 
just fool around for a while and then switch. It 
was all straight. And that developed into Tmth 
or Dare parties where people started kissing. 
PLAYBOY: When did you lose your virginity? 
FRANCO: In high school with my girlfriend. 

I think girls liked me, but I was awkward, 
shy and emotionally immature, so I didn’t 
have a ton of girlfriends. I had short-term 
relationships and always got dumped, I think 
because I was too slow for them. 

PLAYBOY: Who was your girlfriend? 

FRANCO: Her name was Jasmine. We went 
out freshman year and then I blew it. She kind 
of got over me, but we got back together at the 
beginning of junior year and dated for two 
years. She was my first real relationship. 
PLAYBOY: What did you want to be back then? 
FRANCO: I really wanted to go to art school 
and be an artist. I’d been doing a lot of 
painting. My grandmother and my uncle deal 
in Japanese art, and when I was 15 or 16 my 
grandparents took me to Japan, and I visited 
the artists my grandmother represents. I had 
been reading Kerouac and Ginsberg, and 
they were always going to exotic places. I kept 
thinking I was stuck in Palo Alto and needed 
to experience the world. It’s embarrassing to 
admit, but I think I was also watching too 
much Beverly Hills 90210. Dylan [Luke 
Perry’s character] had seen the world and was 
a surfer, so I thought I had to go to Hawaii. 
Despite my being a juvenile delinquent to a 
certain extent, my mother and father gave 
me that gift. They were figuring out how to 
be parents in some ways. Of course I was on 
probation, so my mom actually had to come to 
Hawaii with me and my girlfriend. 

PLAYBOY: Did your parents support your 
wanting to be an artist? 

FRANCO: They gave me a lot, but when my 
dad found out I was going to 40 hours of art 
classes a week at one point, he tried to cut that 
down. I wanted to go to Rhode Island School of 
Design, but they said they weren’t going to pay 
for art school, so I didn’t even apply. But my 
brother Tom got to go to art school. 

PLAYBOY: How did acting come into 
the picture? 

FRANCO: Jasmine was an actress and took 
it very seriously. This guy had asked her to do 
a romantic one-act, and I felt he was making 
a play for her. It came out as anger because 
he was doing something romantic with my 
girlfriend. What probably got to me was the 
fact that he was doing something artistic and 
I wasn’t. 

PLAYBOY: How did that lead you to acting? 
FRANCO: I’d always loved movies and I’d 


done some acting in junior high, but in high 
school all the insecurities came out. I was too 
scared to pursue any of my interests in a serious 
way. When Jasmine did that play, it was like 
the excuse I’d been waiting for. Somehow in 
my brain I computed that I would show her by 
joining the acting class. I got the leads in the 
last two plays of my senior year. 

PLAYBOY: Did you want to go to drama 
school? 

FRANCO: By then it was too late for me to 
apply to drama schools, but I was accepted to 
UCLA in 1996.1 dropped out and went to an 
acting school, got a manager after six months 
and went out for tons of TV pilots, which is 
when they tell you things like “You blink too 
much” or, as they told Adrien Brody, “Get a 
nose job.” It’s horrible. 

PLAYBOY: Was there a TV show or movie you 
really wanted? 

FRANCO: There was a role I didn’t get that 
I’ve made a part of Rebel, the piece I’ve done 
with some really gifted artists for this year’s 
Venice Biennale. I had a small part in this bad 
little 2002 U-movie, Deuces Wild. I auditioned 
but didn’t get the role that Brad Renfro 
eventually got. That was the most devastated 
I’ve ever been. I didn’t think he was right for 
the role. He was in bad shape at that point, but 
he got cast because he was a name. Martin 
Scorsese was executive producer. Everybody 
thought it was going to be the next Mean 
Streets and that Brad’s role was going to be like 
De Niro’s in that movie. Anyway, we’re doing 
this whole piece about Brad for the Biennale, 
and this is a part of it I want to show you. 
[lowers his shirtsleeve] I carved BRAD into my 
shoulder with a switchblade. 

PLAYBOY: Why? 

FRANCO: Heath Ledger died a week after 
Brad, and I feel Brad has been forgotten 
already. They didn’t even mention his death 
at the Oscars that year. Now, about 10 years 
after Deuces Wild, I realize that the other 
roles I didn’t do or didn’t get don’t matter. I 
auditioned for the Coen brothers for the role 
Josh Brolin did in Wo Country for Old Men. 
I’m happy they made a good movie, and it 
would have been nice to be in it, but there’s no 
one role, you know? 

PLAYBOY: Participating in the Venice 
Biennale is by invitation only and a big deal. 
What are the specifics of your project? 
FRANCO: It’s a huge project I’m incredibly 
honored and proud to be presenting. It’s 
based on Rebel Without a Cause, and some 
of the best contemporary artists alive—Paul 
McCarthy, Douglas Gordon, Ed Ruscha, Aaron 
Young, Damon McCarthy and Harmony 
Korine—worked on different sections. I wanted 
Robert Pattinson to be in the project, but when 
Harmony contacted him and told him the 
concept, Rob said, “I don’t get the point,” so 
that was that. 

PLAYBOY: Is it true you wanted to do a 
Twilight movie? 

FRANCO: I had my agent tell [director] Bill 
Condon that I’d be happy to do anything in 
Breaking Dawn , but that was because it was 
supposed to be part of a multimedia project at 
Yale. I was working with a Yale undergraduate 
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who had written an autobiographical play 
about putting on a theatrical production of 
Twilight in which I was a character. So I was 
interested in Twilight because I was going to 
be part of that play. I thought what a great 
connection it would be if I were also involved 
with the real Twilight. 

PLAYBOY: You’ve spoken in the past about 
having been unhappy with your work, 
especially five or six years ago when you were 
doing such movies a s Annapolis, Tristan 
+ Isolde and The Great Raid. Has your 
satisfaction level changed, especially since Milk 
and 127 Hours ? 

FRANCO: I always felt I was on the outside, 
looking for the people doing the good stuff, 
but they weren’t letting me in. Now I feel I’m 
getting to work with all my heroes, like Gus Van 
Sant on Milk and Danny Boyle on 127 Hours , 
and at this point I can say yes, I’ve done work 
I’m proud of. But even though I have great 
pride in those movies, the pride goes only so far. 
I was still just the actor. I didn’t write or direct 
them or come up with the story. My hope is that 
as I continue to act and direct, people will see 
the work is all connected. 

PLAYBOY: In your life and work you tend to 
make unpredictable choices, like turning up 
uncredited in Knocked Up and in smaller roles 
in Date Night, In the Valley ofElah and Nights 
in Rodanthe. 

FRANCO: I don’t do things for any other 
reason than that they interest me or let me 
work with people I like. I’m getting ready to 
play Robert Mapplethorpe—a pretty thin 
guy—so this summer I’ve started working out. 
PLAYBOY: The movie projects you may direct 
include Cormac McCarthy’s Blood Meridian 
and William Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying. More 
immediately, though, one project you’re set 
to tackle after playing Robert Mapplethorpe is 
a movie you’ve written about Sal Mineo, who 
co-starred in Rebel Without a Cause with 
James Dean. Both the Mapplethorpe and Mineo 
projects center on complex, significant artists 
who also happen to be gay. 

FRANCO: I’m working very hard on Oz: The 
Great and Powerful with Sam Raimi. That’s 
my next project, but I’m not the one who will 
make or break that movie. On the side, I’m 
doing these smaller projects that my heart and 
soul are in, doing them for the budget that they 
should be done because they’re not going to 
attract large audiences. I feel I have a moment 
right now when I can point to different things 
I think are interesting, things that maybe 
haven’t been understood by the greater public. 
PLAYBOY: Having already accomplished so 
much at the age of 33, what’s left for you to do? 
FRANCO: I don’t know if lightning will strike 
me after this interview, but if it all went away, 

I really wouldn’t have cause to complain, 
because I’ve been given more than my share. 
I’ve fulfilled most of my dreams. I’ll start 
teaching next year, but there are a lot of other 
ways I can give back, and I hope to do more of 
that. I feel I’ve been given a lot of gifts, and I 
believe that when you’re given something, you 
need to give back, as cheesy as that sounds. 

O 
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An Asian Beauty on the Rise 

AYAKA 
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s if her attention grabbing 36C-25-35 
figure wasn't enough for us to rave about, one 
look at her this beauteous fox's face elicit even 
more pleasurable thoughts. Any mention of her 
name, Ayaka Kadowaki, is bound to give 
everyone pause as if it were a magical spell, as 
is the case with women with mixed nationalities. 

Make no mistake, this Asian Beauty that would 
leave men dead on their tracks with her 
astonishing sexiness and drop-dead gorgeous 
looks. After all, she is proud of her rich mixed 
heritage as a Filipina-Japanese. With her brown 
complexion that undoubtedly makes guys drool, 
she also possesses the right attitude. "True beauty 
lies on what is within one's soul," she says, 
moments after her sensually-charged shoot. 
"Beauty should not be limited to physical 
appearance." 

Ayaka admits to not being a shy person. After 
all, she confesses to having had her share of 
naughty moments in intimate settings. She says she 
once licked a man's ear to show just how 
playful she really is. From that admission alone, 
who would not have their interest piqued with her? 
She has the perfect amount of playfulness in her 
personality to go with her jaw-dropping physique. 

While she considers her eyes as the sexiest part 
of her body, we feel she simply has the best mix of 
everything that warrants this recognition of being 
this month's Asian Beauty. Domo arigato! 
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You should congratulate me. My wife and 
I just had twins, and they seem okay. Ten 
fingers. Ten toes. Two little girls. But you 
know the feeling.... I keep waiting for 
something to go wrong because that’s how 
it is when things get too happy. I keep 
expecting to wake up from this 
beautiful dream. 

I mean, back before I was married I had 
this one girlfriend who was fat. We were, 
both of us, fat together, so we got along. 
That girlfriend, she was always testing us 
on new diets to lose weight, like eating 
nothing except pineapple and vinegar, or 
nothing but green algae from an envelope, 
and she was always suggesting we take 
long walks together until she started to 
shed the pounds, her hips just melted 
away, and you never saw anybody so 
happy. Even then I knew something would 
wreck it. 

You know the feeling: When you 
love somebody, you’re happy to see her 
happy, but I knew my girlfriend was going 
to dump me because now guys with 
careers and health insurance were getting 
her on their radar. I remember she was 
pretty and funny before, but now that 
she was getting so skinny it was obvious 
she possessed vast untapped reserves of 
self-control and self-discipline way out of 
my league, and my friends weren’t any 
help because they were all circling, waiting 
for us to call it quits so they could date 
her, and then it turned out it wasn’t the 
pineapple or the self-discipline because she 
found out she really had cancer, but she 
slimmed down to wearing a bitchin’ hot 
size two before she died. 

That’s how I know happiness is like a 
ticking bomb. And how I met my wife is 
because I wasn’t going to date anybody, 
not anymore, no way, so I was taking 
the Amtrak to Seattle. It was the year of 
Lollapalooza in Seattle, and I’d packed 
my tent and wrapped my sleeping bag 
to protect my bong so I could camp out 
all weekend like a Grizzly Adams, and I 
walked into the bar car on the train. You 
know how sometimes you just need to 
leave the friends and sobriety behind for 
a few days. I walked into the bar car, 
and there’s this total stone-cold fox pair 
of green eyes looking right directly at me. 
And I’m not a monster. I’m not some 


reality-show blimp stuck in a hospital bed 
eating buckets of fried chicken all day, but 
I can understand why guys would want 
to work as guards in women’s prisons or 
concentration camps where they could 
date good-looking prisoners without 
those babes always saying, "Put a shirt 
on!’’ and asking, "Do you always have to 
sweat so much?” But on the train, here’s 
this goddess wearing a Radiohead T-shirt 
cut off to show her bare middle, and her 
jeans sag down to where there ought 
to be bush showing, and she’s wearing 
Mickey Mouse and Holly Hobbie rings 
around every finger, holding a beer to her 
beautiful lips and looking at me down the 
length of the clear bottle, just an ordinary 
MGD, not some pussy microbrew in a 
green bottle. 

And guys like me, we know the 
score. Unless we’re John Belushi or John 
Candy, no hottie is going to put us in that 
kind of an eye lock, so right away I know 
enough to look away from her in shame. 
The only reason why a girl like her would 
talk to me is to break the news that I’m 
a gross fat pig and I’m blocking her entire 
view of the ocean. Know your limits, I 
always say. Aim low and you won’t be 
disappointed. Edging past her, I look 
without looking. I check her out, and she 
smells good, like some kind of dessert, like 
a baked pie, like a pumpkin pie with that 
red-brown spice on top. Better yet, the 
beer bottle in her mouth turns to follow 
me as I walk down the aisle to the bar 
and order a round, and it’s not as if we’re 
the last boy and girl in the whole world. 

A bunch of other people are drinking at 
the plastic tables, going to Lollapalooza 
from the look of their dreads and tie-dye. 

I walk all the way to the most faraway 
table from her, but this hottie watches 
me go all the way. You know the feeling, 
when somebody’s watching, you can’t 
take one step without stumbling, especially 
on a moving-around train. I go to take a 
drink as the train turns a corner, and I spill 
beer down my striped cowboy shirt. I’m 
pretending to watch the trees going by 
outside the window, but from a secret- 
agent angle I’m watching her reflection in 
the glass, and she’s still watching me. The 
only time she looks away is when she steps 
up to the bar and gives the bartender 


some money and he gives her another beer, 
and then her reflection is getting bigger and 
bigger until it’s life-size and she’s standing 
next to my table and says, "Hi,” and 
something else. 

And I say, "What?” 

And she points at my cowboy shirt, at 
the beer spilled there, and she says, "I like 
your buttons.. .shiny.” 

I tuck my chin and look down at the 
pearl-colored snaps. They’re not buttons, 
they’re snaps, but I don’t want to scotch 
this moment. And right from the get-go I 
noticed she puts her fingers in her mouth 
sometimes—okay, she puts her fingers in 
her mouth a lot, and she uses a breathy, 
little-girl voice with some baby-talk words 
like buh-sketti instead of spaghetti and 
skissors in place of -scissors—but for a 
regulation hottie that’s just textbook being 
sexy. 

She gives me a wink and licks the tip 
of her tongue around her lips, and with 
the wet still shining on them, she says, "I’m 
Britney Spears.” She’s such a tease. Sure, 
she’s a little loaded. Impaired. By now 
we’re both drinking those little bottles of 
tequila, and it’s not as if we’re driving this 
train. No, she’s not Britney Spears, but 
she’s the same caliber of hot. It’s clear she’s 
pulling my pud, but in a good way. And 
you just need to look at her to know all 
you need to know. 

The only chance I have is to hold on 
and keep flirting back and buying the 
drinks. She asks me where I’m headed 
and I tell her Lollapalooza. She’s walking 
her fingers up the front of my shirt, her 
fingertips stepping from snap to snap, from 
my belt up to my throat, then walking 
herself back down, and I’m hoping she 
can’t feel how hard that makes my heart 
beat. 

And she’s such a flirt with her green 
eyes cutting from side to side or peeking 
up at me from under her long, fluttering 
eyelashes. And she must be beers and 
beers ahead of me because she keeps 
forgetting to end her sentences, and 
sometimes she points at something speeding 
by outside the window and she shouts, 

A dog!” or one time she sees a car 
waiting at a rail crossing and Brit screams, 
"Slug bug!” and clobbers my shoulder 
with her fistful of Hello Kitty and Mickey 


Mouse rings, and secretly I hope I have 
the bruise for the rest of my life. And we 
go to Lollapalooza and pitch my tent, 
and Brit’s so drunk that when she wakes 
up the next morning she’s still drunk. And 
no matter how much doobie I smoke I’m 
having trouble keeping up. And maybe 
it’s because Brit’s so skinny, but she seems 
to cop a buzz without drinking for hours, 
like maybe she’s getting a contact high 
from my secondhand smoke. Our whole 
Lollapalooza is like the kind of beautiful 
classic romance you’d pay to jerk off to 
on the internet, but it’s happening to 
me. And we’re dating for six months, all 
the way through Christmas, through Brit 
moving her stuff into my apartment, and I 
keep expecting Brit to wake up sober one 
morning, and she still hasn’t. 

We go to eat Thanksgiving at my mom’s 
place, and I have to explain. It’s not that 
Brit is a finicky eater, but the reason she’s 
so skinny is she only likes to eat a zucchini 
squash cut in half lengthwise and hollowed 
down the middle to make a miniature 
Iroquois dugout canoe with knife scratches 
on the outside to look like Indian writing 
and a whole tribe of little braves carved 
out of raw carrot but with green peas for 
their heads, lined up and rowing the war 
canoe across a dinner plate covered with a 
thick layer of chocolate syrup, and you’d 
be surprised how many restaurants don’t 
have that particular item on their regular 
menus. So most times Brit has to make it 
herself, and that takes half a day, and then 
she has to play with it on the living room 
carpet for another hour, and that’s why 
she never seems to gain an ounce. And my 
mom, she’s just stoked to see me dating 
again. 

And nothing you can smoke or shoot 
will ever get you as high as you ’ll feel 
walking down the street holding hands 
with a supermodel total stone-cold fox 
like my Brit. Guys driving down the street 
in their Lerrari Testarossa, guys with the 
six-pack abs and steroid pecs, for the first 
time in my life they have nothing over me. 
I’m walking down the street with Britney, 
and she’s the prize every guy’s trying so 
hard to win. 

And the only buzzkill is how every 
Romeo comes to sniff a circle around her, 
trying to grab her in an eye lock and giving 
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her tits his best Pepsodent toothpaste 
smile. And this one time, riding on the 
bus, a pack of Romeos stand themselves 
around where Brit and I are sitting in the 
back of the bus. Brit likes to sit on the 
aisle right over the back wheels so she 
can see to punch me first when there’s 
a Volkswagen, and this one big Romeo 
comes to stand with his crotch situated 
at her eye level, and when the bus hits 
a pothole maybe his hip brushes against 
her shoulder until Brit looks up at him, 
and talking around her fingers in her mouth 
Britney says, "Hello, Big Boy." And that’s 
just how Brit can be: friendly. And she 
winks and waves her wet fingers for the 
Romeo to lean down, and he looks around 
to make sure his competition is clocking his 
good luck, and this Romeo squats down 
to Brit’s eye level, his face all bedroom 
smirk. And maybe because she’s trying to 
make me jealous, Brit says to this Romeo, 
her smokin’ hot green eyes look at him and 
she asks, "You want to see a magic trick?" 
And all the other Romeos perk up with 
looks that prove they’re all listening, and 
Brit takes her fingers out of her mouth and 
slides them down inside the front of her 
pants, grinding her fingers around inside the 
skintight crotch of her jeans, and the back 
half of our bus gets so quiet with their 
watching her fingers wrestle behind her 
stonewashed denim zipper. And you can 
see these Romeos swallow, their Adam’s 
apples going up and down with all their 
extra spit and their eyes bulging like horny 
boners. 

And as fast as clobbering a slug bug 
Britney yanks something out of her pants 
and yells, "Magic trick!" She swings this 
thing, shouting, "Puppet show!" And 
swinging from her hand is something on a 
little string, like a tea bag only bigger. It’s 
like a hot dog bun smeared with ketchup 
swinging on a little string, and Britney 
screams, "Puppet show! Magic trick!" and 
smacks it across the cheek of the Romeo 
still squatting down next to her seat. And 
Brit chases after him, yelling and slapping 
his leather jacket with streaks of red. And 
the other Romeos are not looking at her on 
purpose, fixing their faces to stare down 
at their shoes or look out a window/ she’s 
swinging her little string to smack them 
upside their heads with red smears, the 


whole time squealing, "Puppet show! 
Magic trick!" laughing ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, 
shouting, "Puppet show! Magic trick!" 

The bus is ding-ding-dinging for the next 
stop, and a hundred passengers get off at 
the 7-Eleven, pushing and stampeding off 
the bus like they all need to buy Slurpees 
and cash in their winning Powerball mega 
jackpot tickets. And I’m yelling after 
them, "It’s okay, everybody!” I’m yelling 
out the bus window, waving to get their 
attention, "She’s a performance artist!” I’m 
yelling, "She doesn’t mean anything by 
it,- it’s just some political gender politics 
statement deal.” 

Even as the bus pulls away with just 
the two of us left onboard, I’m yelling, 
"She’s just a free spirit." As Brit goes up 
the aisle and starts flogging the driver with 
her tea bag thing, I’m yelling, "That’s just 
her zany sense of humor." 

And one night I come home from work 
and Brit’s naked and standing sideways to 
the bathroom mirror, holding her belly in 
both hands, and since we met on the train 
she’s gained a little weight, but it’s nothing 
that a couple weeks of pineapple and 
vinegar won’t fix. And Britney takes my 
hand and holds my fingers spread against 
her belly and says, "Feel.” She says, "I 
think I ate a baby." And she looks at me 
like a puppy dog with her green hottie 
eyes, and I ask if she wants me to go 
with her to the clinic and take care of it, 
and she nods her head yes. So we go on 
my day off, and there’s the usual Sunday 
school teachers blocking the sidewalk. 

They hold a garbage bag full of nothing 
but broken-apart plastic baby doll arms 
and heads mixed together with ketchup, 
and Brit doesn’t hesitate. She reaches 
into their bag and takes a leg and licks it 
clean like a french fry, and that’s how cool 
my beautiful girlfriend is. And I open a 
National Geographic magazine while the 
nurse asks her if she’s eaten anything today 
and Brit says she ate a whole canoe full of 
Iroquois warriors the day before, but no, 
she hasn’t eaten anything yet today. And 
I haven’t finished reading this one article 
about ancient Egyptian mummies before 
there’s a scream and Britney comes running 
out of the back still wearing a paper dress 
and bare feet, like this is a big deal, like 
maybe she never had an abortion before, 


because she runs barefoot all the way back 
to my apartment, and to make her stop 
shaking and throwing up I have to ask her 
to marry me. 

And it’s obvious my friends are insanely 
jealous because they throw me this 
bachelor party, and when Britney goes to 
the ladies’ room all bummed out because 
the chef won’t carve her a war canoe, my 
so-called "friends” all look at me and say, 
"Dude, she is the total most-hot best thing 

ever, but we don’t think she’s stoned_’’ 

My best friends say, "You didn’t marry 
her yet, did you?" And their faces don’t 
say Brit being knocked up is good news. 
And you know the feeling: You want your 
best friends and your fiancee to mesh, but 
my friends grit their teeth and look at me 
with their eyebrows worried tight together 
in the middle, and they say, "Dude, did 
it ever cross your mind that maybe—just 
maybe—Britney is mentally retarded?” 

And I tell them to relax. She’s just 
an alcoholic. I’m pretty certain she’s a 
heroin junkie, too. That, and she’s a sexual 
compulsive, but it’s nothing so bad some 
talk therapy wouldn’t fix her. Look at me: 
I’m fat/ nobody’s perfect. And maybe 
instead of a wedding reception we could 
get our two families together in a hotel 
conference room to surprise her with an 
intervention, and instead of a honeymoon 
we could get Britney committed to a 


I come so hard my stomach hurts. And 
it’s like I told my mom’s boyfriend at 
Thanksgiving, no, Britney is not a high- 
functioning anything. My best guess is she’s 
an alcoholic, glue-sniffing, dope-shooting 
slut, but we’re working on getting her into 
treatment after she has the babies. And 
maybe she’s a nymphomaniac, but what’s 
important here is she’s my nymphomaniac, 
and that drives my family crazy with envy. 

I tell them, "I’m in love with a beautiful 
sex-crazed slut, so why can’t you just be 
happy for me?” 

And after all that fuss there’s a lot less 
people at our wedding than you’d expect. 

And it could be that love makes you 
prejudiced, but I always thought Brit was 
pretty smart. You know the feeling, when 
you can watch TV together for a whole 
year and you both never argue over what 
shows. Seriously, if you knew how much 
TV we watch every week, you’d call us a 
happy marriage. 

And now I have two little babies 
who smell like Thanksgiving pies. And 
when they’re old enough I’m going to tell 
my little girls that everybody looks a little 
crazy if you’re looking close enough, and 
if you can’t look that close then you don’t 
really love them. All the while life goes 
around, and it goes around. And if you 
keep waiting for somebody perfect you’ll 
never find love, because it’s how much 
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90-day inpatient recovery program. We’ll 
work through this. But no way is she 
retarded. She just needs some rehab. 

It’s obvious they’re only bad-mouthing 
Britney because they are actually totally 
Romeo-boner, insanely jealous. The minute 
I looked the other way, they’d be so up in 
her business. They say, "Dude, don’t look 
now, but you fucked a retard,” and that’s 
how unpopular I am, that I have to settle 
for these shitty friends. Brit, they insist, has 
the intellect of a six-year-old. They think 
they’re doing me a favor when they tell 
me, "Dude, she can’t love you because she 
doesn’t have the capacity." 

Like the only way somebody would 
marry me is if she had irreparable brain 
damage. And I tell them, "She can’t be 
retarded, for crying out loud, because she 
wears a pink thong." And it has to be 
love because every time we’re together 


you love them that makes them perfect. 
And maybe I’m the retarded one because I 
keep waking up expecting my happiness to 
run out when I should just enjoy it. Being 
this crazy-in-love happy simply cannot be 
so easy. And I can’t expect such total 
happiness to last the rest of my life, and 
there’s got to be something wrong with 
me if I love my wife so much, and for right 
now I’m driving my new family home from 
the hospital with my beautiful wife sitting 
next to me and our twin baby girls safe 
in the backseat, and I’m still worried how 
happiness this great can’t last forever when 
Britney screams, "Slug bug!" and her fist 
clobbers my shoulder so hard I almost crash 
us into a whole Dairy Queen. 

S 
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Vhoi 

AND HOW THEY ALL STARTED 

WRITTEN BY JOHN PAUL LACAP ILLUSTRATION BY OWEN REYES 


AS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR HOLIDAYS THE WORLD OVER , 
CHRISTMAS SEEMS TO HAVE TRANSCENDED ALL CULTURES. IN THIS 
ERA OF GLOBALIZATION , EVEN NON-TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN 
COUNTRIES SEEM TO HAVE BEEN BITTEN BY THE CHRISTMAS BUG. 

SOME MIGHT ARGUE THAT THE TRUE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON SEEMS TO BE LOST IN ALL THE COMMODIFICATION 
IT HAS GONE THROUGH THE YEARS, BUT WE MUST ADMIT THAT SOME OF THESE MODERN TRADITIONS MAKE 

CHRISTMAS MORE FUN AND EASY TO APPRECIATE. 


LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT SOME OF THE MOST POPULAR CHRISTMAS CHARACTERS AND ACTIVITIES, AND DISCOVER 

HOW THEIR CURRENT VERSIONS CAME ABOUT. 

SANTA CLAUS 

KNOWN AS ST. NICHOLAS IN THE FOURTH CENTURY IN WHAT IS NOW TURKEY, HE WAS WELL KNOWN FOR HIS GENEROSITY 
AND DEVOTION TOWARDS CHILDREN. HE IS ALSO KNOWN AS THE PATRON SAINT OF SAILORS AND LAWYERS, BUT IT WAS WHEN 
HE BECAME THE PATRON SAINT OF RUSSIA THAT THE ICONIC IMAGE OF “SANTA CLAUS” IN RED, WITH LONG WHITE FLOWING 
BEARD, AND A BISHOP’S MITRE CAME ABOUT. 

The modern gift-giving version of Santa Claus started in Holland (where he is known as Sinterklaas), wherein Dutch children would 
leave their wooden shoes by the fireplace, and Sinterklaas would reward the good ones by placing treats inside them. Dutch colonists 
brought this tradition with them to America in the 17th century and here, the Anglican name of Santa Claus emerged. 

Other countries have their own versions of benevolent gift-givers, La Befana in Italy, Christkindl in Switzerland and Austria, Pere Noel 
in France, or Father Christmas in England. Still, the image of a plump man in a red suit remains with us today, and still is, recognized 
by children and adults alike around the world. 

CHRISTMAS TREE 

LEGEND HAS IT THAT THE FIR TREE ERECTED BY ST. BONIFACE IN THE GERMAN TOWN OF GEISMAR, TO REPLACE THE 
SACRED TREE OF THOR (OF NORSE MYTHOLOGY), WAS THE VERY FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE IN RECORDED HISTORY. THE 
PRACTICE OF ERECTING TREES WITH VARIOUS ADORNMENTS, WAS MAINLY A GERMAN TRADITION UP UNTIL 1848, WHEN 
PRINCE ALBERT (A GERMAN NATIVE), HUSBAND OF ENGLAND’S QUEEN VICTORIA, BROUGHT IT WITH THEM TO LONDON. 

The practise was popularized when the people of England saw the now famous Illustrated News etching, featuring the Royal 
Family of Victoria, Albert and their children gathered around a Christmas tree in Windsor Castle. Suddenly, everyone wanted to 
put up a tree in their own homes to mimic the grandeur experienced by their royal family. Celebrity influence at its best! 





CANDY CANE 

SINCE THE TRADITION OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE, AND ITS ADORNMENT OF FOOD AND CANDY, CAME FROM GERMANY, IT’S NOT 
SURPRISING THAT THE CANDY CANE ALSO SHARES ITS ROOTS. IT WAS DURING THE 17TH CENTURY WHEN CRAFTSMEN STARTED CREATING 
THESE SHEPHERD STICK SHAPED CANDIES AT THE SUGGESTION OF THE CHOIRMASTER OF THE COLOGNE CATHEDRAL. THE CANDY HAS A 
DUAL PURPOSE, ITS SHAPE MAKES IT EASY TO HANG AS AN ADORNMENT ON THE CHRISTMAS TREE, AND SECOND, THEY WERE PASSED OVER 
TO CHILDREN SO THEY WOULD KEEP QUIET DURING THE CHURCH PROCEEDINGS. 

Explanations of the Candy Cane’s symbolism hold that the color white represents Christ’s purity, the red the blood he shed, and the presence of 
three red stripes the Holy Trinity. While factual evidence for these notions does not exist, they have become increasingly common and at times are 
even represented as fact. Regardless, the candy cane remains a favorite holiday treat and decoration. 
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V FEATURE 


OTHER DECEMBER HOLIDAYS: 



HANUKKAH 

For the approximately 
14 million Jews on earth, 
December is highlighted with 
the celebration of Hanukkah. 
Also referred to as the “Feast 
of Dedication” or “Feast 


of Lights”, it is an eight day festival which commemorates the 
rededication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem (165 BC). The festival 
is observed by the kindling of the lights of a Menorah or Hanukiah (a 
unique nine branched candelabrum), one additional light on each 
night of the holiday, progressing to eight on the final night, with the 
ninth one available for use as the Hanukkah lights themselves are 
forbidden. After the ritual of the blessing of the candles, people would 
exchange gifts and eat a scrumptious feast of Jewish food. 


KWANZAA 

In 1966 , an American 
Academic named Dr. Maulana 
Karenga decided to come up 
with a new Holiday based 
on native African festivals, 
so that African Americans 
can reflect and reaffirm their African values and ancestry. Kwanzaa 
(which means “first fruits”) is a weeklong celebration which starts at 
December 26 to January 1. Each day is represented by seven guiding 
principles mainly, unity, self determination, collective work and 
responsibility, collective economics, purpose, creativity and faith. 

The observance of Kwanzaa is done by decorating households with 
African art, wearing of kaftans by women, and a bounty of fresh 
fruits to represent African idealism. 

TA CHIU 

Every 27th of December, 
the people of Hong Kong 
celebrate the Taoist festival 
of Ta Chiu (festival of peace 
and renewal). Participants 
summon all their gods and 
ghosts of their ancestors so that the collective power will renew 
their lives and fulfill wishes for the coming year. By the end of the 
celebrations, priests read aloud the names of every person living in 
their area, then they attach the list of names to a paper horse and set 
it aflame, letting the smoke carry the names up into the heavens to 
reach the Gods so they will remember them. 




CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

AS WITH MOST CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS, SINGING 
CAROLS WAS ORIGINALLY PAGAN IN NATURE. THESE 
CAROLS WERE USUALLY SUNG DURING THE WINTER 
SOLSTICE FOR PEOPLE TO DANCE TO GET THEM 
THRU THE HARSH NORTHERN WINTERS. IT WAS THE 
EARLY CHRISTIANS THAT TOOK OVER THE PAGAN 
CELEBRATIONS AND EXCHANGED CHRISTMAS SONGS 
FROM PAGAN ONES. IN AD 129, A ROMAN BISHOP 
REQUIRED THAT A SONG CALLED “ANGEL’S HYMN” BE SUNG AT A CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN ROME, AND IS 
THE EARLIEST CHRISTMAS CAROL IN RECORDED HISTORY. 



Today, we attribute Christmas carols with choirs singing in exchange for a little donation. This practice started 
in England where they had official carol singers called “Waits”. These were bands of people led by an important 
local leader, whom during that time, was the only one in the towns and villages allowed to take money from the 
public. They are called “Waits” because they only sang on Christmas Eve, and are not allowed to for the rest of 



POINSETTIAS 

THIS MEXICAN NATIVE PLANT HAS A MORE CHARMING 
CONNECTION TO CHRISTMAS, ALBEIT A LEGENDARY 
ONE. THE STORY HAS IT THAT A YOUNG MEXICAN BOY, 
ON HIS WAY TO VISIT THE VILLAGE NATIVITY SCENE, 
REALIZED HE HAD NO GIFT FOR THE CHRIST CHILD. HE 
GATHERED PRETTY GREEN BRANCHES FROM ALONG 
THE ROAD AND BROUGHT THEM TO THE CHURCH. 


THOUGH THE OTHER CHILDREN MOCKED HIM, WHEN THE LEAVES WERE LAID AT THE MANGER, A 
BEAUTIFUL STAR-SHAPED FLOWER APPEARED ON EACH BRANCH. 

A more earthly explanation is that Poinsettias were likely used by Mexican Franciscans for their 17th century 
Christmas celebrations. The bright red petals, often mistaken for flowers, are actually the upper leaves of the 

MISTLETOE 

THIS PLANT WAS LONG USED AS AN ORNAMENT LONG 
BEFORE THE TIME OF JESUS CHRIST. IT HAS BEEN 
REVERED FOR IT REMAINED GREEN OVER THE WINTER 
MONTHS DESPITE NOT HAVING ANY ROOTS (WHICH 
EXPLAINS ITS ORNAMENTAL PURPOSE). THE ANCIENT 
CELTICS BELIEVED THE MISTLETOE TO HAVE MAGICAL 
HEALING POWERS AND USED IT AS AN ANTIDOTE FOR 
POISON, INFERTILITY AND IT IS USED TO WARD OFF SPIRITS. THE PLANT WAS ALSO SEEN AS A SYMBOL OF 
PEACE, AND IT IS SAID THAT AMONG ROMANS, ENEMIES WHO MET UNDER MISTLETOE WOULD LAY DOWN 
THEIR WEAPONS AND EMBRACE. 

Scandinavians associated the plant with Frigga, their goddess of love, and it may be from this that we derive 
the custom of kissing under the mistletoe. Those who kissed under the mistletoe had the promise of happiness 
and good luck in the following year. 



CHRISTMAS IN THE PHILIPPINES 


Our dear country has earned the 
distinction of celebrating the world’s 
longest Christmas season. With 
that title securely in place, it’s no 
wonder we have a plethora of Filipino 
Christmas traditions that is adapted to 
our unique tastes. 

MISA DE GALLO / SIMBANG GABI 

Traditionally, Christmas Day in the 
Philippines is ushered in by the nine-day 
dawn masses that start on December 16, 
known as the Misa de Gallo (Rooster’s Mass) 
in Spanish and in Filipino as Simbang Gabi. 

In some parishes, the Simbang Gabi begins 
as early as three o’clock in the morning. 
Attendance at the nine Masses is meant to 


show the churchgoer’s devotion and faith to 
God as well as to heighten anticipation for 
the Nativity of Jesus. A popular belief is that 
upon the devotee’s completion of the nine 
Masses, a special wish made by the devotee will 
be granted by God. 

After hearing Mass, Filipino families 
partake of traditional Filipino holiday fare 
sold outside the church; vendors offer a wealth 
of native delicacies, but only two stand out: 
the bibingka (rice flour and egg-based cake, 
cooked using coal burners above and under) 
and puto bumbong (a purple, sticky rice 
delicacy steamed in bamboo tubes, with brown 
sugar and shredded dried coconut meat served 
as condiments). 


PANUNULUYAN 

In different parts of the country, the journey 
of Joseph and the pregnant Blessed Virgin 
Mary in search of lodging is re-enacted. 

The Panunuluyan is performed after dark, 
with the actors portraying Joseph and the 
Virgin Mary going to pre-designated houses. 
They chant a traditional song that is meant to 
rouse the owner of the house and to request for 
lodging. The owners (also actors) then turn 
away the Holy Family in song, reasoning that 
their house is already filled with other guests. 
Finally, Joseph and Mary make their way to the 
parish church where a replica of the stable has 
been set up. The birth of Jesus is celebrated at 
midnight with the Misa de Gallo. 


PAROL 

Every Christmas season, Filipino homes 
and buildings are adorned with beautiful star 
lanterns, called Parols. These lanterns represent 
the Star of Bethlehem that guided the Magi, 
also known as the Three Wise Men or Three 
Kings. The making of Parols is a folk craft, 
and most Filipino kids have tried their hand at 
making a parol at one time or another, usually 
as a school project. The most basic parol can be 
easily constructed with just ten bamboo sticks, 
paper, and glue. Parols are to Filipinos 
as Christmas trees are to Westerners, an iconic 
and beloved symbol of the holiday. 
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WOMEN IN FOCUS 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY FRANCO RAYMUNDO 
ANp OWEN REYES 
STYLING BY VlhiCE FLO’r^N 
MAKE UP BY^ GRACE DEL ROS^RI$ 
HAIR BY ALEXIS ALFEREz'^'' 










NAME: SKY AISURU 

PLAYMATE OF THE YEAR 201 1 
BIRTH DATE: FEBRUARY 25, 7 990 
BIRTHPLACE: MANILA 
BUST: 34 WAIST: 25 HIPS: 36 
HOW DO YOU PLAN TO CELEBRATE 
YOUR HOLIDAYS? 

CHAMPAGNE, LINGERIE AND RUM CAKE! 
HOLIDAYS SHOULD BE THE TIME WE GIVE 
IN TO TEMPTATIONS. 


ECHO CACERES 

MISS JUNE 2010 
SEPTEMBER 18, 1988 
ALBAY, PHILIPPINES 
36C 25 36 

HOW DO YOU PLAN TO CELEBRATE YOUR HOLIDAYS? 

MY PLAN IS TO GO SHOPPING TO BUY SOME REALLY 
NICE GIFTS FOR MY FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES. I'LL 
BE THE ONE TO WRAP THE GIFTS AND MAKE REALLY 
CUTE CHRISTMAS CARDS. TO MAKE IT MORE ESPECIAL, 
I'LL WEAR A SEXY SANTA COSTUME WITH MY RED 
BOOTS ON AND DELIVER THE GIFTS MYSELF. 












JOBIE QUINN 

. MISS APRIL 201 1 
TE: OCT 27 1986 
MANILA 

34 25 34 

HOW DO YOU PLAN TO CELEBRATE 

I'M SPENDING THE 

HOLIDAYS WITH SPECIAL SOMEONE AT 
ACUATICO RESORT, LAIYA, BATANGAS 
CITY. I'D GO FOR HOT STEAMY SEX. 


NAME: KHAYCEE KLERR 

MONTH: MISS OCTOBER, 201 1 
BIRTHDATE: NOVEMBER 15, 1990 
BIRTHPLACE: NAVOTAS CITY 
BUST: 34 WAIST: 24 HIPS: 36 
HOW DO YOU PLAN TO CELEBRATE YOUR 
HOLIDAYSS I'LL BE BUYING SOME PLAYBOY 
LINGERIE FOR THE HOLIDAYS. WEARING IT 
WOULD NEVER MAKE ME FEEL COLD. YOU 
KNOW HOW IT GOES. 


NAME: ALLYSA SAMONTE 

MONTH: MISS JUNE, 201 1 

BIRTHDATE: MARCH 7, 1988 

BIRTHPLACE: BULACAN 

BUST: 34 WAIST: 26 HIPS: 35 

HOW DO YOU PLAN TO CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS? 

THE HOLIDAYS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A SEASON FOR 

ME TO MAKE GOOD COCKTAILS FOR FRIENDS. 

THIS BREAK WILL BE SPENT FEASTING WITH SPIKED 
DRINKS AND HOPEFULLY SOME GREAT, SEXY, 
UNFORGETTABLE TIME. 


























NAME. MA'RIYA ARGEL 

MONTH: MISS JULY-AUGUST, 201 1 
BIRTH DATE: JULY 24, 1986 
BIRTHPLACE: QUEZON CITY 
BUST: 32 WAIST: 24 HIPS: 34 
HOW DO YOU PLAN TO CELEBRATE 
YOUR HOLIDAYS? I'D DEFINITELY SPEND 
MORE TIME FIRE DANCING. IT'S NEVER 
TOO COLD TO PAY WITH FIRE FOR ME. 


NAME. NAOMI ESTEFAN 

MONTH: MISS JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 201 1 
BIRTH DATE: MAY 15, 1990 
BIRTHPACE: MARI KIN A CITY 
BUST: 32 WAIST: 24 HIPS: 34 
HOW DO YOU PAN TO CELEBRATE 
YOUR HOLIDAYS? I PLAN TO COOK FOR 
MY LOVED ONES AND PURSUE MY FETISH 
OF WEARING ONLY LINGERIE WHILE I 
BAKE. 


\ Hi 

ESJHAE RED 

■ MISS DECEMBER, 201 1 
TE: OCTOBER 13, 1992 
MANIA 

ST: 34 WAIST: 25 HIPS: 36 
HOW DO YOU PAN TO CELEBRATE YOUR 

I'LL BE CELEBRATING HOLIDAYS WITH 
MY FRIENDS WHO'LL TAKE A VACATION HERE IN 


MANIA. THEY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN FUN ESPE¬ 
CIALLY AT SLUMBER PARTIES. I NEVER KNOW HOW 
NAUGHTY IT CAN GO. 
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^20 QUESTIONS 



BY DAVID HOCHMAN 


TVS OMNIPRESENT AND FOULMOUTHED CHEF GETS 
MAD AT OVERCOOKED ARTICHOKES, 

LAZY SOMMELIERS, DINERS WHO ARE TOO SHY 
TO COMPLAIN, OVERWEIGHT COLLEAGUES, DRUG 
ADDICTS AND ANYONE DUMB ENOUGH TO I 
NVITE HIM TO A DINNER PARTY 



PLAYBOY: Don’t take this the 
you just play one on TV? 


wrong way, but are you really an asshole or do 


RAMSAY: Listen, I’m a passionate guy, and sometimes that gets misconstrued. 
When something’s good in my opinion, there’s praise. When something’s shit, 
people get told. The pressure inside a professional kitchen is tremendous. It’s not 
rocket -science, but you have to fucking keep up. I’m not saying there’s no clever 
editing going on. For a show like Hell's Kitchen we shoot 1 1 0 hours to get 
42 minutes. It’s not all going to be happy-go-lucky chef Gordon coming on to 
demonstrate how to dress a salad. I’m the happiest chef in the world when things 
are going right. But when it’s going tits up and my name’s on the door or I’m 
standing there conducting the kitchen on TV, there’s no way on Earth I’m sending 
out crap, and contestants shouldn’t either. 

2/ PLAYBOY: But is the best solution to call someone a "fucking donkey” for 
overcooking artichokes? 



RAMSAY: You’ re asking the wrong person. It’s an industry language, and it’s 
my language in the kitchen. If my wife overcooks artichokes or burns a pizza, do 
I turn around and call her a stupid bitch? Of course not. But when I’m standing 
there—whether it’s on MasterChef or Hell's Kitchen —and a quarter-million- 
dollar prize is being offered, and you’ve got some jerk who can’t cook an artichoke 
and wants to call himself an executive chef at a four-star hotel somewhere, you can 
bet I’m going to take the piss out of him. 


PLAYBOY: Has anyone actually hit you? 



RAMSAY: There was a situation years back on an early season of Hell’s Kitchen 
in London. A lady had had too much to drink and was showing off and went to 
punch me. But no. I have a black belt in karate. I love boxing. I can look out for 
myself. Do I want to fight? No. Let’s finish cooking first. We’ll fight after. Do I 
really come across that angry? 


PLAYBOY: Sometimes. Don’t you watch your shows? 


RAMSAY: Never. I don’t want to get self-obsessed and start thinking about put¬ 
ting makeup on and watching the way I walk. "Oh, did I really say that?” Fuck it. 
It is what it is. I’d rather watch Deadliest Catch or go out for dinner. 



PLAYBOY: What’s something a restaurant owner never wants a customer to 
know? 



RAMSAY: That customers should complain more. You know, food is expensive 
nowadays, and these fucking sommeliers come along with their thousand-page wine 
list and practically throw it in your lap. They know customers will be intimidated 
and buy something overpriced. I say you should always put them on the spot: 
"Come back to me with a red wine at $30 or $40. Come back to me with a 
choice. Don’t give me an encyclopedia I have to bury my head in for 20 minutes 
while I’m trying to entertain guests. That’s your job.” 


PLAYBOY: Aren’t you and Mario Batali supposedly in some kind of feud after he 
called your cooking outdated and you called him Fanta Pants? 

RAMSAY: That s cow shit. People fuel that crap because they want to see me go 
on Iron Chef against him. 




PLAYBOY: Would you ever go on Iron Chef Am erica? 

RAMSAY: Would I go on? [pauses] Yeah, I think I would, to be honest. 
Definitely. Would I lose? Put it this way: Give me one ingredient or five ingredients, 
and give those same ingredients to 1 0 chefs from around the world. I fucking 
guarantee I will come up with the best dish across those ingredients, hands down. 
Everything I’ve ever learned from a culinary perspective has come from getting 
knocked down and fighting my way back. You brush yourself off and come right 
back swinging, right back with a better recipe or presentation. I’d win Iron Chef , 
guaranteed. 


PLAYBOY: How do you not weigh 300 pounds? 



RAMSAY: I like the Chinese ethic of eating four or five small bowls a day. I don’t 
think chefs should be fat. I was a fat chef once. I think it’s the most disgusting trait 
for any chef to walk into a dining room at 450 pounds and expect people to 
eat his or her food. My father died of a heart attack at the age of 53. I’ve never 
smoked in my life. I love keeping fit. I don’t like sitting around. 


PLAYBOY: Clearly not. You have more than two dozen restaurants around the 
world, three TV shows here and three in the U.K., cookbooks, promotional tie- 
ins, four young kids. Do you ever worry you’re spreading yourself too thin? 



RAMSAY: Oh, come on. Do you think Wolfgang Puck has spread himself too 
thin with Puck Express and a $400 million company? Fuck no. For a guy with 
1 27 restaurants, he looks great and he’s cool as a cucumber. I can only hope to 
continue at that level at 62. But he does it the same way I do it and the same 
way Thomas Keller or Joel Robuchon or any other great chef does: You hire great 
people. 


PLAYBOY: But your restaurant customers pay a lot of money to have a meal by 
Gordon Ramsay. Aren’t they entitled to a meal by Gordon Ramsay? 


RAMSAY: I' ve been listening to that shit for the past 30 years. If you buy an 
Armani suit, you don’t ask if Giorgio stitched it himself. Did Hugo Boss personally 
make that T-shirt? When I bought my Ferrari 458, I didn’t ask Enzo to put the 
fucking wheels on so I can go 222 miles an hour. No way. Give me a fucking 
break. 
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1 5J PLAYBOY: What' s one simple thing everyone can do to cook better? 


u 


COOKING IS A LOT LIKE SEX, 
ACTUALLY. IF YOU WANT 
TO MAXIMIZE IT, 

YOU HAVE TO BE SELFISH. YOU 
HAVE TO BE THE BIGGEST SELFISH 
BASTARD EVER 
TO WEAR 

A CHEF'S JACKET. W 




PLAYBOY: You like Ferraris? 

RAMSAY: I love Ferraris, Lamborghinis, Maseratis. I love the precision and the 
speed. But you can get into trouble. I was in my brand-new Maserati GranTurismo 
the other day and turned down the wrong side of the road. I thought I was back 
in England. The LAPD is suddenly on my ass with flashing lights. I get out of the 
car, and the cop goes crazy, pulling his gun out. "Get back in the car!” It’s half 
past midnight, and I’ve got no ID on me. He’s going bananas thinking I stole the 
fucking Maserati. A bunch of girls from a pizza place come outside and start going, 
"Hey, chef Ramsay, we love you!" The cop’s like, “Who are you?” I say, "Chef 
Ramsay," and I have my life back again. 


PLAYBOY It sounds as though it was a little tougher getting out of trouble in 
Costa Rica this year. 



RAMSAY: Yeah, that was a little bit hairy. I was doing a documentary on the il¬ 
legal shark fin trade. Shark fin tastes like nothing, but it’s a sign of wealth and power 
in Asia to have it in your soup. It’s a billion-dollar industry built on pure arrogance. 
The fishmongers have these armed guards patrolling fortress-like towers, so we tried 
to get in but ran into a guard. Our cameraman fell over, they poured petrol all over 
my hair and neck and tried to set us on fire. One stupid chef with a documentary 
crew was never going to stop these assholes from decimating this population of fish, 
but I thought, Why the hell not try? It’s like drugs or anything else. If you don’t 
take a stand, who will? 


PLAYBOY: Anthony Bourdain has written about rampant drug use among chefs. 
What’s your experience with drugs? 



RAMSAY: Use a blindfold. I teach my chefs in an unorthodox manner. My chefs 
rarely sit down and eat what they’ve just cooked, so I like to blindfold them. It’s 
amazing. It creates this level of intimacy with the food. All the senses start to rev 
up and you begin to salivate and get excited. There’s a level of temptation, of 
expectation. Do it for a month when you sit down to a meal, and your mouth, 
your tongue, your senses will be so much more connected to flavor. The palate 
opens itself to pleasure. 



PLAYBOY: You make it sound so erotic. 

RAMSAY: Cooking is a lot like sex, actually. If you want to maximize it, you 
have to be selfish. You have to be the biggest selfish bastard ever to wear a chef’s 
jacket. I’m selfish for great flavors and for perfection of the experience, and I think 
that’s what makes me a great fucking chef. There’s also something quite sexy about 
confidence, and that’s such a big fucking part of being a chef. Confidence but also 
subtlety, control, awareness, heat, execution, visual impact, hunger, satisfaction. 
Absolutely, cooking is like sex. Fuck yeah. 



PLAYBOY: What is it with you and the word fuck? 

RAMSAY: It’s a beautiful word. When you tell someone to fuck off, it really is 
"Get out or disappear.” Straight to the point. And don’t kid yourself. Everybody 
uses it. The queen swears, for God’s sake. People have to stop being prudish. 



PLAYBOY: Your hair—shouldn’t it be more age appropriate? 


RAMSAY: I m going gray, so using a little color has been my one concession to 
vanity. Then again, I look at Rod Stewart at fucking 66 years of age playing like 
there’s no tomorrow and producing babies, and he still plays with his hair. Why 
shouldn’t I? I don’t think I’m pampered, but I do take care of myself and how I 
look. Am I plucking my eyebrows? No. Am I having a manicure? No. Do I sit in 
the fucking sun bed? No. My hair is where I draw the line. 



PLAYBOY: You nearly became a 
have been different? 


professional soccer player. How would your life 



RAMSAY: I’ve never touched a drug in my life. Watching my father drink himself 
into a stupor and become an alcoholic and watching my brother turn into a heroin 
addict, I always ran from it. I lost a chef to cocaine once. We had another chef 
from Kitchen Nightmares last year who jumped off a bridge. How you handle 
pressure in life is different from person to person. It’s so unfair to generalize or 
criticize. Do chefs need cocaine to handle the pressure? Far from it. It’s not rock and 
roll. It’s cooking, for fuck’s sake. 


PLAYBOY By the way, do your friends panic when you come over for a dinner 
party? 


RAMSAY: I hate dinner parties. Hate them. I really try not to go—mostly 
because I can’t sit there and pretend everything’s delicious when it’s not. The food 
is so often shit. It’s just too hard to be diplomatic. 



RAMSAY: That was a long time ago, when I was 17.1 loved it and was good 
at it. But even if I had gone all the way, I’d be long gone by now, retired and on 
the shelf. I suppose I might be a player-coach nowadays. I’m a great teacher, and I 
enjoy teaching. But I’m glad I got injured and ended up turning to cooking. It was 
an accident but the happiest one of my life. 


PLAYBOY: Would it bother you to be remembered as TV’s screaming chef? 

RAMSAY: I don’t think about that stuff, to be honest. I’m the same guy I’ve 
always been and always will be. I’m no different than I was 1 0 years ago. 

I have the same values. Of course, I have to do voice-overs now, but I’m 
fortunate that everything I do revolves around what I love most, and that’s food. 
If I’m remembered as someone who got to do what he loved and did it as well 
as anyone on the planet, then fucking hell, I’ll take that. 
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Where 
are the 

bunnies? 



PLAYBOY BUNNY HUNT 

COME TO OUR CASTING CALLS 

EVERY FRIDAY, 1P.M. ONWARDS 
2ND FLR. JADE BLDG., SANTOLAN RD., SAN JUAN, 

METRO MANILA, PHILIPPINES 
687-6291/ 0917-PLAYBOY 



COOL 

AND 

COLLECTED 

PULL OFF A MORE POLISHED AND 
MYSTERIOUS LOOK WITH YOUR 
USUAL COLOR ENSEMBLE BY USING 
MORE EXCITING COMBINATIONS. 
HERE'S A WAY TO KEEP USING 
THOSE COLORS WHILE 
SIGNIFICANTLY ADDING 
TO YOUR SUAVE AND CHARM. 

BY STEPHANIE DELA TORRE 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY RAYMOND SALDANA AND OWEN REYES 

STYLED BY VINCE FLORES 

MAKE UP BY GRACE DEL ROSARIO 

HAIR BY ALEXIS ALFEREZ 

MODELLED BY MIGUEL PATRICK MASIGAN 

SHOT ON LOCATION AT THE RONAC ART CENTER, 

ORTIGAS AVENUE , GREENHILLS 



Green and orange 
long sleeves polo 
(contact designer for 


pricing) by VINCE FLORES 


(09164452021) 


Black slacks (PHP 2650) 


by LUCA, located at the 


2nd floor of the Eastwood 
Mall 


Blue knitted long sleeves 
(PHP 849) by FOLDED 
AND HUNG, located at 
the ground floor of the 
Trinoma Mall 




% 
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Blue t-shirt (PHP 379) 
and Black blazer (PHP 
1750) by FOLDED AND 
HUNG 





Black cotton blazer 
(PHP 999), 

Blue hoodie shirt 
(PHP549), 

Denim pants (PHP 999) 
by FOLDED AND HUNG 


PLAYBOY travel luggage 
(PHP 14,250) 
by VIP Hefner 
located at the 2ndFlr., 



JADE BLDG., Santolan, 
San Juan 

(0917 872 4196) 



DECEMBER 201 1 PLAYBOY 113 





























)l GROOMING 



DAPPER 

NOW 

WORDS BY RAPHAEL SORIANO PHOTOS BY OWEN REYES 


Gillette Mach 3 Turbo 


FACIAL HAIR SAYS A LOT ABOUT 
YOUR PERSONAL STYLE AND GOOD 
GROOMING IS ALWAYS AN IMPORTANT 
PART OF A MAN'S IMAGE. DEPENDING 
ON THE LENGTH AND DEPTH OF A 
PERSON'S FACE, FACIAL HAIR HAS THE 
ABILITY TO HIDE OR FLAUNT CERTAIN 
FEATURES. WHILE IT'S BEEN TRENDY FOR 
THE YOUNGER HIPSTER SET TO ROCK 
BEARDS, MOUSTACHES AND GOATEES, 
A CLEAN-SHAVEN FACE IS STILL THE 
MOST ACCEPTABLE OPTION WHEN 
YOU'RE MAKING AN APPEARANCE IN 
THE BOARDROOM. CLEAN AND FRESH 
WILL ALWAYS BE STYLISH. SAVE YOUR 
SPORTY STUBBLE FOR THE WEEKENDS. 


THE BEST TIME TO SHAVE IS AFTER TAKING A WARM SHOWER. 

THIS IS BECAUSE WARM WATER OPENS UP THE PORES OF YOUR SKIN. 


The best time to shave is after taking a warm shower. 
This is because warm water opens up the pores of your 
skin. Experts at groominglounge.com suggest that you 
clean your face with a good facial cleanser or scrub as 
opposed to soap. Soap tends to dry a person’s skin and 
may cause one to break out. Shaving cream is essential 
in a basic grooming kit to aid in hydrating the skin and 
to soothing whatever irritation one might experience 
from shaving. Begin by dabbing shaving cream on 
the tips of your fingers and then start applying it in a 
circular motion around your face, feeling the direction 
of your hair growth. To avoid razor burns, Craig of 
groomingconcierge.com says that you should allow the 
shaving cream to sit if your first try reddens your skin 
and causes nicks. Once you’ve applied the shaving cream 
shave following the grain of your hair growth and then 
finish it by going against the grain for a closer shave. 

Traditionally, you should apply two strokes of a 
razor on any portion of your face. Modern razors have 
anywhere from three to five blades however, so it usually 
renders an areas spotless with one glide. Start below 
where your side burn would be and work down to your 
chin. Bite your lips inward to stretch out the skin. Pull 
strokes towards the throat then work back up to the 


chin. With minimal pressure and an efficient razor the 
moustache area or upper lip is easily done with downward 
strokes. Finish by shaving upwards for the hard, stubborn 
hairs. Rinse the razor after two or three strokes by shaking 
it in a basin of lukewarm water to avoid clogging the 
blades. You may flush out the hairs and shaving cream 
under a running faucet. 

Rinse the face with cold water to close its pores. An 
aftershave may be applied to replenish the lost moisture 
in the skin. Most contain a large percentage of alcohol 
in them that could sting the skin. While it could give 
you a good jolt in the morning, Ray Raglin for AskMen. 
com clarifies that alcohol could dry skin easily. He 
recommends that you use an aftershave that doubles as 
a moisturizer. As we age, our skin loses water, oil and 
elasticity due to the natural breakdown of collagen. 

Read the components of products before trying them on 
sensitive skin. Find one that suits your skin. This would 
help you to look younger in the long run. 

Changing razors may depend on how frequent one 
shaves. Dull blades would mean taking more time than 
usual in front of the mirror and more pressure exerted for 
a closer shave. This should be a clear indication to get a 



IT IS NOT SURPRISING TO 
KNOW THAT THE AVERAGE MAN 
SPENDS AT LEAST SIXTY HOURS OF 
SHAVING EACH YEAR. GROOMING 
EXPERTS INSIST THOUGH THAT 
ESTABLISHING A SHAVING ROUTINE 
WOULD GARNER THE BENEFITS THE 
PRODUCTS PROMISE. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


FINALVOW 

is compromised of Carl Sosa (Vocals/Guitars), 
John Federis (Guitars), Jameson Fajardo (Bass), 
and Julius Cruzat (Drums). The band was formed 
in 2003 and was subjected to a couple of line 
up changes (mostly guitarists). The last would be 
the exit of san Juan brothers (guitar and bass), 
long time members of the group. 

After almost a month of searching, Jameson 
was referred to the band by a friend and all 
was history. Jameson, who's very much into 
progressive rock/metal, was perfect for the part 
and would later contribute to the reformation 
of FINALVOW's songs. The band then agreed 
for Carl to take on both the singing and other 
half of the guitar duties while john took the time 
to study and learn the riffs compliment the new 
arrangement of their old tunes while still on the 
road to full added more flavors to the already 
fired-up songs. All the members influences were 
shown all contributed to the reshaping and 
rebirth of FINALVOW. 

FINALVOW is currently still on the stage of 
rearranging their other songs while writing new 
materials for their sophomore effort, a concept 
album. 



Kuncmr^ 



FOR BOOKINGS ANG INQUIRIES: 

0906-5115315 

website: www.kadangyanbandphilippines.com 
email: tambulan20000@yahoo.com 
manager/handler: Don Genato Productions 









_. 




Christmas approaches our schedules become busier and busier and stress levels 
get much worse , Your hectic schedule shouldnt prevent you from surprising your special 
someone with a dinner that you yourself made , Here are a few ideas that you can try 
when those situations pop up . 













recipecorner 


Spicy Chinese Ham 
and Quesong 
Puti 5 asta 

200 grams cooked spaghetti ( or any 
pasta of choice) 

80 grams Chinese ham, diced 

15 ml extra virgin olive oil 

10 grams garlic, finely chopped 

15 grams red onions, chopped 

15 grams tomatoes, diced 

45 grams red & green bell peppers, diced 

A pinch of Spanish paprika 

Salt & pepper to taste 

A pinch of chili flakes (more the merrier! 

3 grams Italian flat leaf parsley 
40 grams quesong puti, crumbled 

Grilled garlic bread good for two 
Procedure: 

• In a saute pan, heat up olive oil. 

• Add in the onions first, then the garlic 
(do not brown the garlic to avoid a Bitter 
aftertaste). 

• Add in the paprika, chili flakes and 
Bring out the flavor of the spices. 

• Stir in the Chinese ham, tomatoes and 
bell peppers, (remember not to overcook 
your veggies) 

• Toss in the cooked pasta, parsley, salt 
to taste 

and quesong puti. 

• Turn the heat of stirring gently. 

• Crumble some more quesong puti 
on top. 

• Plate & serve with the garlic bread 



Aatlirary^xpertfo^ 

ChefRudoltRanadaistheco-ownerofCafe 
PerchJtisaprivatefoodspotintheheartof 
busdingQuezDrtJtydiate 
anddelertablefcx)dinacozyandrelaxing 
ambianceyvrthambotwamn^ 
entertainment from its hosts. 
TogetheiAA^thhiswifejChefRudolfjDrovides 
oterinc^eiA/ice^ 
aixtoixIuTra^ 

SdioolThesdxobffe 

MediterraneantoGreeMromSpanishto 

Japanese^ndvariouscuisinesAsideffom 

cookungorogram 

schooblsooffersclassestokids^ndspecial 

cookingclassestohouseholdhelp. 



Strawberry & 
Vodka Slush 

200 grams frozen strawberries 

2 1/2 jiggers of good quality vodka 

1 1/2 jiggers of sugar syrup 

1 l/2.jiggers of heavy cream 
Procedure: 

• Combine all ingredients in a blender 
and give it a gooabuzz for about 1 1 /2 
minutes or until everything becomes 
smooth. 

• Pour in your favorite glass and garnish 
with a slice of apple and a cherry on a 
cocktail skewer. Serve extremely cold! 

^Recipes are good for two servings 


Cafe Perch is located at 22 Ramos St., Carmel 3, Proj. 6, Quezon City. For inquiries, bookings and reservations, contact telephone no. (02) 927 
9767, telefax (02) 427 4707, mobile 0917 8812626 or email rudolfranada@yahoo.com.Visit Golden Chef Catering on Facebook and/or 
http://goldenperch.webs.com for more details. 



Playboy's Red Wine 
Product of France 
2005 Wine Bordeaux 
Supeieur 

13.5% vol.,750ML 
PHP 3,800 

Playboy's Chardonnay 
Product of France 
2005 Wine Vin De Pays 
D'oc 

12.5% vol., 750ML 



A TWIST ON THE 
HOLIDAYS 


MOCHIKOice CREAM 

Everyone's sick of receiving fruit cake for 
Christmas. If you want to give a truly 
memorable gift to your family and friends that 
won't be taking up fridge space for the rest of 
the year, give them a box of Mochiko. Shaped 
out of round sticky rice with a core made out 
of premium Fruits in Ice Cream (FIC) flavors, 
Mochiko is the newest desert craze. A box of 
these Tagaytay-made treats will surely make a 
delightful gift. 
















Distributed by: 


FUTURE TRADE 
INTERNATIONAL 


Available in all leading Supermarkets Bars & Restaurant 
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V PLAYBOY NEWS 


PLAYBOY PHILIPPINES 
AWARDS ITS PLAYMATE 
OF THE YEAR 


The 27th of October was a big night for our two Misses, 
Anniversary Playmate, Sky Aisuru and our June Playmate, 
Echo Caceres. All eyes were on them as they were the last 
two women standing for the annual Playmate of the Year 
party. 

Republiq Super-club at Resorts World Manila had a 
full house celebrating together with the PLAYBOY Bunnies, 
Playmates and our celebrity covers, Miss Jacq Yu, one of 
PLAYBOY's Favorite Women, Miss Aubrey Miles and our 
November cover girl who was also introduced that night, 
Miss RR Enirquez. Another one from our list of Favorite 
Women, Ms. Mylene Abiva and Congresswoman Berna¬ 
dette Herrera also attended the big night. 

Burlesque inspired, the first Playmate of the Year, Miss 
Billy Ann Abeleda danced and hyped everyone up at the 
start of the event. The PLAYBOY fashion show hit the ramps 
right after, with the final two contenders waiting for their 
finale. 

Mini Cooper, the official ride of the Playmates gave 
the two a great entrance before the main introduction by 
providing Countryman Coopers for the ladies to ride. 

Mr. Edwin Galvez, the CFO of Harbour Center, Mr. 
Stephen Riley, the Executive Vice-president of Resorts World 
Manila and Mr. John Sherwin To, the Vice President of 
Jinbei Cars presented the awards to the new Playmate of 
the Year, Ms. Sky Aisuru who won a handful of plaques 
and a brand new car. 

Another unforgettable party was made by PLAYBOY 
Philippines hosted by Riza Diaz and PLAYBOY's Playmate 
Ma'riya Argel. With music from DJ Big Boy, the party went 
on until the morning with flowing drinks from Future Trade 
International. 

Special thanks to Tina Daniac & Sassa Jimenez for 
the gowns of PMOY 2010 Billy, PMOY 2011 Sky and 
Playmate Echo; to Eric Manansala for the accessories; and 
to Leg Love tights for the leggings used during the fashion 
show. 






















\t dawn on October 27, 201 

S ky Aisuru entered her room 

/\ Maxims in Resorts WorlcVmd 
updated her Facebook status with a messag(\that 
's been waiting a year to type down: Playr 
oflthe Year 2011, Don't let the fact that she'd b] 
/aiting for this for a year fool you; she was ne\ 
complacent about winning the title, She facet, 
jgh competition in fellow finalist, Echo Cacej 
10 has also been part of the local incarnatyn 
ofVe reality show, Survivor , She never wawed 
thoLWn, and her loyalty paid off, "What re^fgave 
rray^he edge to win was my dedicaiim " 

she said, 


t's been quite a journey for the 22-year-old. Her life has literally changed ever 
since she first appeared as a Playmate in the April 2010 issue. The pre-PLAYBOY 
Sky didn't really know what she wanted to do. "I just wanted to earn money and 
I wanted to get by," she shares. Once she became a Playmate though, her world 
expanded exponentially. "The title [of Playmate] and the brand itself pushed me to 
be a better person from being a simple girl with a humble background," she says, 
and she's definitely proven it. Since she's become a Playmate, Sky has embraced her 
love for music and has since pursued her dreams enthusiastically. 

Not content with simply standing pat and waiting for what would come to her, 
Sky grabbed every opportunity she could find. Armed with the confidence gained 
from being a Playmate, she boldly approached the people at 99.5 RT to inquire 
about being a DJ. You can listen to her between 9 AM to 12 noon on Fridays on that 
same station. Though she had very little experience with writing, she also started 
working as a member of PLAYBOY'S editorial team. She's also currently studying to 
fulfill her dreams of being a Club DJ. 

It hasn't always been easy for her though. She initially had difficulty when she 
posed for the magazine. Her family and friends were less than happy when they 
found out that she posed for PLAYBOY. "Galitna galitsila. They even referred to me 
as cheap," she relates sadly. "They literally stopped giving me money. Kahit yung 
tuition fee ko di ni/ci binigay." Thankfully PLAYBOY helped her with her schooling 


and she struggled for two years balancing her studies and her work with PLAYBOY 
until she graduated earlier this year. She never gave up in spite of all of difficulties 
because she had something to prove." Yung stereotype girl sa men's magazine, it's 
something that I want to change." 

She's done that with her parents. Since she first posed for PLAYBOY, Sky has been 
doing everything on her own, supporting herself through the opportunities that have 
opened up for her because of PLAYBOY. Her parents have noticed too, proven by their 
attendance at Playmate of the Year event. "[My parents] were just really very, very 
proud. Yun pa lang fact na they went to Republiq, my dad and my mom, dun talaga 
ako naiyak." 

Sky has come full circle but she's still got a long way to go. Sky has bigger 
dreams on the horizon and she's willingly taking on all opportunities." Di mo rin 
alam kung ano yung kayo mo unless you try it," she shares, "yun yung natutunan 
ko sa PLAYBOY." 

When asked about how she felt when she won the award, Sky responded by say¬ 
ing that she felt like the "proudest girl ever." With everything she's done and what 
she's had to go through to achieve it, there's no better person to carry the title. Ladies 
and gentlemen, your Playmate of the Year for 2011: Sky Aisuru. 
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PHOTOS BY EDSEL ROMAN ^ 

ELISA A. CRUZ 
YTSENKREDIBOL 


ALL ROADS LEAD TO 
ELEMENTS IN ETON CENTRIS 
FOR THE CHARITY ROCK 
CONCERT EVENT OF THE YEAR: 
PLAYBOY'S ROCK THE RABBIT 
YEAR III. 

On September 30, PLAYBOY put together 14 
of the best bands from the Philippine music indus¬ 
try. Different sounds of Pinoy Rock were served 
the whole night with performances from Deep 
Projek, Sinosikat, The Bloomfields, Kadangyan, 
Typecast, Hatankaru, Tanya Markova, Roochies, 

The Camerawalls, Finalvow, Bonifacio Republic, 
Queenie Smith, Maria Cafra, and the King of 
Rock n Roll, Mr. Pepe Smith. 

Hosted by Miss June 2010, Echo Caceres, 
and jme, the event was attended by the repre¬ 
sentatives of the two hospitals that PLAYBOY 
is supporting through Gives Back Foundation: 
Quirino Memorial Medical Center's Dr. Dexter 
Demata and Philippine General Hospital's Dr. 
Michael Tee. Both were awarded a certificate 
of appreciation for receiving dialyzer filters for 
kidney procedure patients. 

Mr. Butch Bautista, one of the country's 
renowned tattoo artists and a member of 
Philippine Tattoo Artist Guild also supported the 
charity event and gave free henna tattoos to the 
PLAYBOY guests. 

The crowd did not only anticipate the bands 
that supported the fund raising concert but also 
the PLAYBOY models who showed us that they 
could strut their stuff on a rock stage. The fashion 
show was directed by PLAYBOY's very own Beng 
Miranda and Novie Lapay and styled by Vince 
Flores who also believes in our advocacy. 

From rock legends to the PLAYBOY Bunnies, 
Playmates and attendees that partied until the 
morning for a cause, PLAYBOY's Rock the Rabbit 
Year III contributed a lot to the welfare of the 
beneficiaries. 

Special thanks to: Beer Below Zero, Jack TV, 

UR Faceradio, Business Mirror, Erase Solution 
by UK Derm, Nice Hotel, Philippine General 
Hospital, Philippine General Hospital and Gives 
Back Foundation 
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YOUR REGULAR DOSE OF FUN, SMART, AND SEXY PLAYMATES SERVED HOT TO YOU AS PROMISED. 


THE ANGEL'S RISING 

PHOTOS BY JAY MUSNI 

Blessed with a brand new car and a title 
that every Playmate wants, Playmate of the 
Year 2010, Billy Abeleda also became 
the PLAYBOY cover for October. Being the 
first Playmate of the Year in the Philippines, 
not only did we make it special, we made 
it history. PLAYBOY published five different 
covers for Miss Billy and the people at her 
autograph signing were as happy as the 
PMOY. 

On October 14, we had a radio tour 
at the Awesome Show in 99.5 RT, Mellow 
94.7 and 103.5 Wow fm that headed to her 
autograph signing later that day.at Odyssey 
in Gateway. Supported by Playmates, Miss 
April 2011, Jobie Quinn, Miss June 2010 
Echo Caceres and I who were also signing 
autographs and taking photos on the side. 
There were Playboy enthusiasts and just plain 
Billy fans that were able to complete all five 
covers. 

Miss May 2008, Billy Abeleda has 
definitely gone a long way. From being the 
Playmate of the Year, a Director of Gives 
Back Foundation and the face of our five- 
cover history, kudos to you, Billy! 


MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

PHOTOS BYATTY. COELI FIEL 

The PLAYBOY Playmates headed by the Director 
of Gives Back Foundation, Miss Billy Ann Abeleda 
recently sent relief goods to the typhoon victims. This 
time, the ladies went much farther than they usually 
do, reaching part the borders of Metro Manila. 

Nueva Ecija, one of the most devastated and 
flooded areas because of the incessant number of 
typhoons have hit the Philippines called out for help. 
Together with our partners from the Rotary Club of 
South Triangle Rotary International District 3780, 
Playmate of the Year Billy Ann Abeleda, Playmate 
Echo Caceres, Playmate Allysa Samonte, Playmate 
Ma'riya Argel and I attended the turn-over of relief 
goods for the victims. We were able to collate old 
clothes and send out hygienic bags that were much 
needed for the families to start over. 

The Playmates, with the help of Gives Back 
Foundation continuously sends out help to the sick 
and in need. If you want to support our advocacy, 
email us at givesbackfoundation@pbphil.com. 
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WRITTEN BY PLAYMATE OF THE YEAR 2011 SKY AISURU 


PLAYMATE UPDATE 



PRE PLAYMATE 
OF THE 
YEAR PARTY 

PHOTOS BY MARC CERBO 


Playmate of the Year 2010, Billy Ann 
Abeleda gathered the Playmates, Bunnies and 
PLAYBOY models for the pre Playmate of the 
Year party that happened at Elements Gastro 
Lounge on October 17. 

On the same night, the Playmate of the Year 
Elections were held which were attended by 
the supporters of the last two women standing, 
Miss April 2010, Sky Aisuru and Miss June 
2010, Echo Caceres. 

Elements: Experimental Cuisine and 
Cocktails is the latest lounge spot at the third 
floor of Greenbelt 3. The 2011 Playmates, 

Miss April, Jobie Quinn, Miss June, Allysa 
Samonte, Miss July-August, Ma'riya Argel and 
Miss October, Khaycee Klerr tried the Fried 
California Maki, the Sisig Nachos and the 
Mozza Croquettes. PLAYBOY's Asian Beauties, 
Miss Suyen Li and Miss Carlene Benin 
listed the Black Forest Vodka and the Green 
Kryptonite-a mix of mint, chocolate and 
vodka-as their cocktail favorites. The lovely 
ambiance of their plain white walls and the 
great music by DJ Patty Manalaysay definitely 
helped make it a great night for PLAYBOY. 

Future Trade International Inc., the official 
distributor of your favorite alcohol brands also 
gave support by sending us bottles of Vodka 
Cruiser, Ice Vodka and Mudshake that the girls 
of PLAYBOY and the VIP's enjoyed. 

PLAYBOY also gave away a free shot of XXX 
Tequila to everyone who casted their votes for 
the Playmate of the Year 2011. The night was 
such a success for the Playmates who also took 
part in choosing their Playmate of the Year. 



































PLAYBOY 



CHER 


PLAYBOY'S holiday treat 
on December 1988 was a 
full interview with Cher, one 
of the few people who have 
both an Academy Award 
(Best Actress for Moonstruck 
in 1988), and a Grammy 
(best Dance Recording for 
"Believe" in 2000). 


DECEMBER 2008 


PHILIPPINES 


MERCEDES CABRAL 


Cannes's Most Beautiful Woman for 2010 
and our two-time covergirl, Ms. Mercedes 
Cabral graced our pages last 2008 and 2010. 
We helped launch her career in 2008 and 
she declared that 2010 would be her last sexy 
shoot as she decided to go into more serious 
acting. 


PLAYBOY'S SLUMBER PARTY 


PLAYBOY Philippines showed to the world what 
our Playmates usually enjoy in closed doors during 
our first Slumber party. A ballroom was filled with 
beds along with Bunnies and Playmates all in their 
lingerie last December 2010 for a select number of 
special guests. 


CHRIS ROCK 


This talented American 
comedian, actor and 
director was deservedly 
featured in the 20Q • 
segment of PLAYBOY's < 
1997 Holiday Issue. 


JOHN TRAVOLTA 

Another Academy 
Award nominee-this time 
for Best Actor (Saturday^” 
Night Fever, Pulp, yv - ' 
Fiction)—John Cravolta. yva.s * 
interviewed by PLAYBOY 


THE UFC's RACHELLE LEAH 
INSIDE THE PLAYBOY MANSION 


VICTOR VALBUENA COMES CLEAN 
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PHOTO SOURCE: http:, // ivww.travolta.com, http:, // www.cher.com, http:/ / wmv.chrisrock.i 
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